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PREFACE

D_V_Q

This bool 1s the simple story of the struggles sorrows
and joys defeats and recavertes of a twenty year old native
of India who came to the United States wnd nearly twoscore
years later became a United States congressman

My guideposts were tw o of the most beloved men in hustory
Abraham Lincoln and Mahatma Gandl My constant mspira
tion was the memory of my wise though unlettered mother
who had Joved me dearly and taught me the lessons m good
living

I recerved my wmner joys and support from a devoted wife
who knew how to chide and guide Thurty years ago she had
married me not for money position or prospect for these I
had none huphng smd East 15 East and West 1s West and
never the twam shall meet” Clearly he was wrong for a
Saund from the East met a hosa from the West God blessed
them with three marvelous children

In prvate Life T have never known a verbal or physical
quarrel or fight with anyone My religion teaches me that Iove
and service to fellow men are the road to earthly bhss and
spintual salvation

Lincolnsmid once  Be satisfied wath skam mmilk 1f you cannot
get cream ™ I have had to Iive on shum milk on occasion  Lfe
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and found 1t both sweet and nounshing Gandhn smd “Tlove
my enemies ” In my political battles I have found 1t imposs:
ble to malign or behttle my opponents Yet I have won every
contest agamst heavy odds

Two of the greatest satisfactions i ‘my professional hfe
came first when my children together with my daughter n
law and son mn law volunteered to nng doorbells for me mn
the campaign 1 1956 and second when m that same elec
tion the estizens of my own small home town of Westmorland
my neighbors of thirty years voted over 80 per cent 1 my
favor as an exp of thexr confid

1 find comfort m the Declaration of Independence and
hope for mankind 1 the great nalienable truths expressed 1o
the Ball of Faghts
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BEGINNINGS IN INDIA

D_V_G

IT was ten thurty on the evening of November 24 1957 when
the plane from Rangoon Burma landed on the arport of
Caleutta India I had strange feelings of joy and anticipation
for I was about to set foot on the soil of Indsa the land of my
birth after an absence of thirty seven years As the plane
came to & stop I could see that a large crowd had gathered
When my wife my daughter and I stepped off the plane
photographers flash bulbs popped and we could hear the
gnnding of the movie crmeras Hundreds of people were
milling about us with flower garlands m their hands The
first person to reach and embrace me was my bearded younger
brother

It was a really grand home coming reception and welcome
for a former son of India now a member of the United States
Congress and a joyous occaston for me and my famly We
were deeply touched and 1y overwhelmed by the spir
ited and enthusiastic ovation grven us by the crowd at the
atrport

Our plane was scheduled to amve at four forty m the
aftemoon but we were six hours Jate Later we leamed that

-,
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from four 1 the afternoon till dark the strects of Caleutta had
heen bned wath people many of them youny, students wait
ing, to welcome us

Throughout our thre day stay m Caleutta we were guests
at a score or more, receptions given by Jaders of elvic and
business groups and we cven Junched with the govemor of
Bengal in the old historic Viceregal Palace of India Such was
the. oceasion of my armval in the Lind of my buth after a Jong
happy and rewarding stay n the United States of Ameriea

1 was pasticularly cager to visit the small village s the
state of ¥ unjab where T was born and mcct and talk of old
times together with the few surviving redatives and friends of
childhood days But enc person who had Joved me the most
and whom 1 would have wantcd above all clse to meet was no
more My mother had died ten years previoudy 1 bave o
ways carricd the memory of my last econversation with hies in
the summer of 1920 The picture of my mother sstting on 2
low stool, saying good by tome tryin,, bravely to suppress her
tears came often to my mund Her last words to me were
“Son make fnends vverywhere and no enemics ”

My mothier was a very devout and religlous person but she
had no formal education Indeed she could not read or write
her own name This was also truc of my father My parcnts
had been brought up fn an age when India had passed into a
new cra an era of British colonfabsm In easly times history
tells us there was a provision in the tax system of the country
requinng cach village to retain cnough funds from the Jand
sevenug to hure a schooltcacher to instruct the village youth
But with the advent of British rule the system of taxation was
centralized and there was no moncey kft for cducation Thus
there were no schools in the villages in the years when my
parents were growing up

By the tune X reached school age my father and my two
uncles had become comparatively wealthy as government
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contractors constructing canals and other public works and
they as pnivate citizens, had endowed a small one-room
schoolhouse They had abo offered to pay the salany of a
village schoolmaster Thus the children of Chhajalwad: had
the opportumty for pnmary education

Ay father and mother may have been illiterate but they
were nonetheless well versed 1n the ancient traditions and
culture of India My mother could recite many long and sig
mficant passages from the old hvinns and songs of Indian and
Sikh hiterature Her favonte verse which I heard mam tumes
and wlich became a part of my teaching, may be roughly
translated thus

There 1s only one God and He i the source of all Lieht and Life.
From one source spring 21l beings. We are chuldren of one Father
How can one be hugh and snother low® Who 1s good and who 1s
bad?

Myself T impose no fear on anvone I am afrad of no one
when I full understand the meamng of such behavior then shall
I'become a true phlosopher

\fv parents not having had the advantages of education
shared one single burnng ambition to provide their children
wath the best school and college education possible The
oul time T can recall v father giving me a colding or a
<panking w as when I once hid 1n a cotton field and refused to
go to school at the village 2 half mile away I was onhy ten
when my father died and mv memones of him are dun But
hus buming interest m our education staved bnght mmy mind.

Ay early Iife i the village was vers stmple My mo.her had
rased a fanuly of seven children, four bovs and three gils
There were no nurses or doctors i the village and all she
Inew of hvgrene the treatment and care of children s di eases
and safeguards from the epidemcs was what she had ab-
sorbed from her own mother and the neighbors around the
village
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from four m the afternoon tlt dark. the streets of Caleutta had
been hned with people many of them young students wait
ing to welcome us

Throughout our three day stay 1 Crleutta we were guests
at a score or more receptions @ven by leaders of crvic and
busmess groups and we even lunched with the governor of
Bengal an the old huistorie Viceregal Palace of India Such was
the oceasion of my arnval m the land of my buth after a Jong,
happy and renarding stay an the United States of Amenca

I was particululy eager to wisit the small willage i the
state of Punjab where I was bom and meet and talk. of old
times together with the few surviving relatives and fnends of
childhood days But one person who had loved me the most
and whom I'would have wanted above all else to meet wasno
more My mother had died ten years previously ¥ have al
Ways carrted the memony of my fast cons ersation with her n
the summer of 1920 The picture of my mother sittiag on a
low stool saymggood by tome trywg bravels to suppress her
tears came often to my mind Her last words to me were
“Son make friends ey erywhere and no enemes ”

My mother wasa v ery devout and rehgous person but she
had no formal education Indeed she could not read or wnte
her own name This was also true of my father My parents
had been brought Up i an age when India had passed mtoa
new era an era of Brtish colonslism In early tumes hustory
tells us there wasa provision 1a the tax system of the country
requnng each wvillage to retan enough funds from the Jand
Tevenue to hure a schoolteacher to wmstruct the village youth
Butwith the advent of British rule the system of taxation was
centrahzed and there was no money left for education Thus
there were no schools 1n the willages in the years when my
parents were growmng up

By the tune I reached school age my father and my two
uneles had become comparatively wealthy as government
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and hotels that I have visited throughout the world Our food
consisted mostly of vegetables and greens plenty of mulk,
buttermilk, curdled mulk, and butter In the northemn part of
India nce 1s not the staple food but 1s served only on special
occasions and 15 considered a delicacy

One of the staples of the diet in Punjab 15 a pancake called
rotee My mother used to make the most delicious rotees I
have ever tasted Other members of the family and chid
dren were always fed first before Mother would eat her
meal, and to this day I cannot understand the logc of Mother
always eatmg the stale one day-old rotees In answer to my
question she said  Son we cannot waste food. These rotees
when they are warmed are just as good and fresh and Mother
likes to eat them ” But why eat the stale of y esterday and make
the leftovers of today stale for tomorrow I could never un
derstand

My family ate meat The only kand of meat avaidable was
goat meat and poultry but meat was a spectal dish We had
1t once a month on the average My mother never tasted meat
mher Iife and yet she could cook 1t and cook 1t well, for the
rest of the farmly

Sugar cane was a special favonte with us In the wintertime
when sugar cane was 1 season I remember that as boys we
would go and sit 1n the middle of the sugar cane field, cut the
sugar cane kmock off the straw peel 1t with our teeth and
chew 1t It was a most marvelous and delicious pastune

My famly was exceptionally fortunate i having a small
grove of trees on our land We had tangerines oranges grape
fruit—none of the Arizona California and Florida vanety but
pomelos of the Far East and India vanety I loved gomg to
the grove and picking the npe frmt fresh from the trees Fresh
fret was a real delicacy 1n that part of the world, for on the
whole such frit was not available to the villagers of Punjab
We had a few Lme trees in our garden and I recall seemg

-
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people walk several mules to get a lime to use for medicinal
purposes The mango 1s the one fruit common to just about all
parts of India and farmers grow mangoes on theur farms for
thetr own use As boys I remember we used to sit under 2
mango tree and eat mangoes by the bushel Then qute 2
number of farmers grew a few vines of cantaloupes and water
melons We used to pick the cantaloupes fully npe and chull
them by lettng them float 1n the cool stream of fresh well
water as 1t was being pumped from the wells for 1migation
There was no refngeration no 1ce was available m the village
and I recall that one of our special delights was to go and buy
some 1ce from the railroad tram as 1t stopped at the station a
few miles away

Such was the village Iife of India where I was reared by an
unlettered but devoted and loving mother who nonetheless
Jnew the art of raising cluldren My mother was the only doc
tor or dentist I knew Her success may be judged by the fact
that I was twenty nine years old when I first had to sit 1 a
dentist s chair

1t has been saxd that o India teachers and preachers wall
never starve Itis quite hterally true and as a tradition goes
back to the ancient days of Indias history after the exodus of
the Aryans from central Asia to the plams of India In the
elaborate caste system of the Hindus the top caste were the
Brahmans who became the teachers and preachers of the
Hindu socrety And because of their supenor learmng and
understanding of the story and hterature of India promt
nent Brah pied responsible positions of power m
government as the mumsters of kings and emperors In the
rules of caste the early leaders of India made it an edict that
1o Brahman should ever possess any personal or real property
For that reason the needs and personal wants of the Brahman
the teacher and the preacher have always received prece
dence in the Hindu way of hife If a teacher ora preacher comes
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to a villager s home the willager will afford hum the best ac-
commodations 1 the household and see that the visitor 1s
served first and with the best possible fare A story 1s told of
a Catholic fnar who was travelng m northern India Duning
ahot summer day this missionary for Christ became tired and
spreading hus sheet lay down to rest under a banyan tree a
mule outside the village A little girl saw the fnar lying m the
shade of the tree and told her mother The mother m
mediately sent the girl with a jug of fresh cool water and some
fresh fruit 1n a bashet When after a few hours of restful sleep
the tired friar awoke he saw a little girl swingmg a small fan
over um and watching the basket of fruit and the jug of fresh
water The Iittle girls mother did not inquire what the re-
Ligion of the stranger was It was her dharma her rehgious
duty to gve the preacher the gift of frmt and fresh cold
water and to send her daughter to fan hin agamst the heat
of the day

Sister Nivedeta Mrs Margaret Noble who wrote several
books on Indian culture and rehgion made her home m the
native quarters of Calcutta while making a study of Indias
past In recountmg her expertences she says that when she
first armved 1 Calcutta she would find 2 basket of fruit and
a Jug of fresh cold mulk 1n front of her door each moming
and she never found out who the donor was What she did
not know was that 1t was the dharma of the neighbors to
provide for the simple necessities of the student It did not
matter whether or not she was their fnend or what her opm
10ms concerning their culture mught be It mattered only that
she was a student and 1t was therefore their religious duty to
take care of her

How many other simple customs and taboos 1n the quiet
hfe of northern India dernve their ongm from the basic hy
gemc and social needs of the communty I remember being
taught as a child that 1f a man ever defiled the shade under a
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tree the devil would possess him So it 15 that shade trees
along Indias voads and thoroughfares furmish a clean place
of rest for weary travelers seelung shelter from the hot sun

Often we used to see devout rehgious people gomg about
with brooms to sweep the space under the trees for traveless
and strangers to use for rest and relaxation Durmg the after

noon hours 1t was the custom of the elders of the village to
gather under the banyan trees and discuss ancient plulosophy

religion and modern politics 1 remember eavesdropping on
the elders and occasionally someone would start reciting and
sngung the ancient hymns

After one of these sessions an elderly uncle of mme told me
“Son you can drink your own cow s mtk one hundred mules
away from the willage Naturallv I questioned this How
can you drink your own cows milk a hundred miles away
from the village?” I asked “The mik would tum sour within
a few hours and 1t would take at Jeast ten days to travel one
hundred miles

Son my old uncle answered me when a man passing
through your village from a hundred miles away 15 thirsty and
tired you iavite him to your home and offer tum a glass of
milk He will drnt your milk and emjoy 1t and thank you
Then when someday you are travehng 1 Ius village he will
offer you a glass of milk there You will m truth be dnnking
your own cow s mik ”

1 remember another ime bemng angry at a classmate One
of the village elders overheard me mutterng and cursing ‘The
old headman lstened to me for a while and then smd  Son
come here 1want to show you something ™ I followed hum as
he clumbed up a few steps onto the platform of a well und
smid  Son sit here Iook down nto this well and repeat what
Isav” T did Son say Good mormng sir how are you this
bught day?” ” The well echoed backh  Good mormng, sir how
are you this bright day?” Then the headman sad  Say You
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damn fool you look silly and crazy to me I repeated the
same and the echo came back repeating my words The head
man saxd  Son that 1s how when vou grow up you will find
the world to be In contact with people y ou will hear your own
echo as you heard 1t from this well ”

How many tumes during my hfe have I regretted that I
failed to remember the remarks of the old headman m my
village Often we court difficulties and troubles and create
ammosities by making gratuitous and unkind remarks about
others Invanably the world will send the same back to us as
the well did to that httle boy i Pumjab India

My family was very fond of fine Arabian horses and we had
several good nding horses 1n our stable My father s favorte
was the blue mare He used to take specmal and tender care of
her at all times and would spend several hours every day
keepng her and the other horses clean and brushed and mn
good trim My brother who was five years older than I was
a very good horseman He used to nide Fathers fayonte blue
mare bareback and I dehghted m nding behind lim holding
tight around his waist One afternoon we were niding out 1n
thefieldswhenIsaxd Brother why dontyoudo what Father
always does and make the horse gallop? Hit her with the spurs
and let the remns loose He did and though he was a good
horseman he was not so heavy as Father and when I lost my
balance and pulled hum down we both fell I fell on lus leg
and 1t broke at the thigh He groaned mpam I cant sit up
he sad

I ran home as fast as [ could It was late afternoon and my
father had just returned from the aity of Ammtsar He took
two helpers with um and together they carried my brother
back to the house There my father all by himself set the
broken leg, apphed a splint and tied it The next day a
surgeon and physictan Dr Satyapal was summoned from
Amntsar He checked my brothers leg, the bandage and
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the splnt and proncunced it an excellent piece of bone
setting and said that nothing need be changed or disturbed
My brother recovered successfully and i lus school years won
several champronships m quarter and half nule races and be
came a better than average soccer and enchet player At no
time did he show any sign of weakness m that broken Jeg

My father had leamed the art of bonesetting from one of
the elders of the willage He used to mend the broken hmbs
not only of human bemgs but apmmals and used nerther
chloroform nor sedative How he managed to set the leg of a
thrteen year old child I do not know but 1t was done

T was not altogether a model boy m my younger years Yhad
my shate of quarrels and fights and disappomtments 1 the
hife of the village After fimshing primary school my cousns
and I were all sent to the boarding school m Amrstsar suteen
mles away for our secondary school education I was eight
years of age and came back to the village for the summer vaca
tion Dunng the warm summer exemngs the boys of the i
Iage used to go out mto the plowed fields to play One of the
gawes we played mvolved setng up goals by pilmg up clads
m prles ten feet apart The teams would hne up facing each
other A player would then go over to the opposing side hold
g Ins breath and repeat Joudly habads kabadh  He could
go n and wander wmong and chase any member of the op-
posing team and if he touched one of them the man was out
But he had to continue holdmg s breath and heep on saymng
Fhabads loudly and he had to return to lus own side before
runmug out of breath ¥ he lost has breath or stopped saying
“habad: a player on the opposite side could tag hum out by
Just touching him

Iwanted very much to play with the willage boys Grudg
mgly they let me jomn but they resented my attitude and my
dress for Iwore clean white clothes and as a student Tap-
peared altogether different from the rest of the boys So no
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matter how much I wanted to be iked by the other boys they
all picked on me I was shoved aside by one thrown down by
another They used every excuse to get at me By the time the
evening was over I was bruised, my clothes were sotled and
tom and my spmt was crushed, and I went home crymng to
my mother I put my arms around her neck, sobbing
Son _tell me what happened®” she ashed

Itold her and she pushed me away saymg Son, youwent
out to play with boys of your own age and came home crymg
Let that be the first and the last time When you go out to
play with other boys youve got to take care of yourself—f
youcant just stay away ”

During World War I Great Bntam had promised the people
of India a measure of self government at the concluston of
the war as a reward for ther wartime loyalty to the Emprre
Asa consequence leaders of the Indian nationalist movement,
represented by the Indian National Congress suspended thexr
agitation for self rule and actvely partiapated m the war
effort The soldiers of India fought herorcally mn all war
theaters mn defense of the Empire

At the conclusion of the hostilibes the government of Davnad
Lloyd George changed its attitude toward the Indian Nation
alists and mstead of fulfilling 1ts promise of self government
for India instituted a campaign to suppress the natiopalist
movement This was comeident to sumlar actions taken m
other parts of the Empire such as Palestme and Ireland

The Viceroy of India, without even bothering to consult
the Indian members of the central legislature by his sole
authonty promulgated and certified mto law what was known
as the Rowlatt Acts These Acts not only curbed the freedom
of the press but also suspended the nght of free assembly
throughout Indza as a precaution agawst the nsing nahionalist
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movemnent Indian political leaders and the people generally
Iooked on the Acts as an outrage agamst their national honor
Protestmeetings were held throughout the country and resola
tions were passed condemmng the action of the Bntsh
Government and the Viceroy

At this ime a hitherto httlekmown advocate of Indian m
dependence Mohandas Raramchand Gandhs come to the
forefront of the Indian nationalist straggle He had won some
attentzon as a leader of the Indians m South Africa i thewr
protest against discnmmation by the government of South
Afnca

It1s the custom i India and has been for centurses for the
people to observe a national day of mourning—say for ex
ample on the occasion of the death of a well loved prince or
kang~by holdmg an all day fast It was Gandhss wdea to use
this ancient custom s a veliele of protest and he therefore
called upon the people of India to observe Sunday April 6
819 as a day of national mourmng for the people of India
He asked the people to assemble peaceably and pass resolu
fions protesting the passage of the Bowhtt Acts As a result
meetings were held throughout Indwa and the people gathered
to hear speeches by thesr pohtieal leaders protesting the re
Ppressive measures of the Brtish Governrment In some places
alas there was violence The nearby ety Amntsir was
one such place

Fearing a nsing of the nationahst movement under the
leadership of two of the town s leading extizens one a medical
doctor the other 2 distinguwshed scholar the resident British
commssioner 1 Ammitsar ordered these two men arbitranly
arrested When news of the arrest spread through the town a
large mob assembled 1n protest and started marchimg toward
the commissioner s ressdence While st was crossin g the bndge
over the ratroad the mob was fired on by the police under
the orders of the Brtish supenntendent of police Several
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persons were klled The people mmediatelv became violent
and scattered to different parts of the town. They burned the
Bntsh buldmgs and murdered the two resident Enghsh
managers of the two English baoks m the ity The comms
sioner forthwith proclaimed martial lasw m the city

Next Sunday Apnl13 was the Basakht day in Indua, a day
eqmvalent to New Years Day 1n the Western World On this
day as was customary people from the surrounding villages
assembled m Amntsar The aity was the home of the Silhs and
had the golden temple and was therefore a place of pilgnm
age So on this day mn 1919 thousands of people had gathered
m Amntsar As it happened the political leaders of the Indian
nationakist movement anmounced that on ths very same day
there would be a public mass meeting 1n Jalhanwalla Bagh
an open enclosure m the heart of the city When this became
known to the English general m charge of the arez, he banned
the meeting Notices were posted throughout Armntsar and
the general s proclamations were marked by the beating of
the drums 1 the streets

The meeting was held 1 spite of the order of the general
and when he heard about it, he left huis headquarters a few
mules outside of the city kimuts wath 2 contingent of soldiers
armed withnfles Some fifteen thousand unarmed people were
gathered together Listening to the speeches The general im
mediately ordered a volley of nfle fire into the throng The
crowd began to disperse and run for shelter In the confusion
and rush to get away hundreds of people fell or were pushed
mto two low wells 1n the area Those who tried to clunb out
of the enclosure over a wall were shot down as the general
directed the fire wherever the crowd was the thickest Seven
hundsed and fifty people were klled and several thousand
wounded

In the subsequent investigation of this medent, which be-
came known as the Jalhanwalla Bagh massacre the general
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appeared before Lord Hunter s i estigating commuttee and
was ashed the question “Why did yeu start shooting?”
T-wanted to disperse the mob because they had defied my
order
Why did you continue shootng when the mob started to
disperse?”
T wanted to show them the mght of Bnitish rule " the gen
eral rephed
When did you stap shooting?”
‘When my ammumtion ran out
Thanks to the vigilance of the Britush censors news of the
Jalbanwalla Bagh massacre took several weeks to reach Eng
land and other parts of the world
The reaction 1n the United hangdorm atself svas very strange
A leading Enghsh newspaper mbated a subscnption for 2
fund to be awarded to the general Subsequently the gem
eral was retwred from service i the British Army of Indi on
full pension to be pard out of the taxes collected from the
people whom he had so mercilessly and unjustifably mur
dered When he reached England he was awarded the equiv
alent of $50 000 m cash and a jeweled sword from the money
collected through the newspaper s subscription 1 recognition
of hss gallantry and bravery i behalf of the Empire
The people of India were deeply shocked It was sad that
the Jathanwalla Bagh massacre had stuved the bg heart of
India to a bothng pomt In protest even the moderates who
had hitherto been friendly toward the British revolted agamst
Bntish rule m Inda Among them was Sir Rabsndranath
Tagore one of the great poets of India He had been kmghted
previously by the Rung for hus loyalty to the Empire and hss
accomplishments as a poet and winter He immeduately re
signed hus knighthood and returned all the orders he had
recesved from the hingand the Empire Othersn high places
1n the government of India resigned thew positions and the
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nationalist movement took on a truly united national flavor
Such great and famous Indian lawyers as C R Das i Bengal
and Pandit Motilal New Nehru the late father of the present
Prime Mimster of India gave up their law practices donated
therr entire properties to the cause of Indian nationahsm and
Jomned the movement of Mahatma Gandli Motlal Nehras
palatial home became the headquarters of the Indian National
Congress and Nehru Sr himself traveled throughout India
urging people to jomn the nationalist cause

Gandh: became the popular hero of the Indian people and
1t was they who gave him the unofficial title of Mahatma or
the Great Soul He protested against bemg called Mahatma
but the people were not to be denied and the ery of national
ssts all over the country became Mahatma Gandhy kee ja1—
Long Live Mahatma Gandhi!

Mahatma Gandhi was bom of wealthy parents 1 the west
ern part of India His father was the prime munster of a native
state He was educated 1n India and later fiished Ius studies
and was admitted to the bar m the Inner Temple of London
He practiced law briefly m India and then went to South
Afnca where he became famous as a leader of tus people
aganst the discrimmation of the British Government of South
Afnca In 1902 Gandh announced to the world that he was
gomg to espouse poverty He gave all lus worldly possessions
to chanty and vowed that from then on he was gong to live
as sumple a bfe as the poorest of his people He dressed i
cheap garments and slept on the floor He wanted to identify
humself with the humblest of his own people

Mahatma Gandh1 was a great leader of men and the secret
of his greatness lav 1n the fact that through a long penod of
self discipline he had completelv mastered humself and hus
passions Throughout his long penod as leader of the Indian
nationalist movement he was never known to have uttered one
word of anger or shown any resentment or passion m any way
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When he came to the forefront of the Indian pohtical move-
ment he gave to the peaple of India a new method of achiev
mg thewr polieal independence He called hus movement
passive resistance and non cooperation with the Brtish Gov
ernment of India He had been a student of Thoreau and had
corresponded during hus early years with Count Tolstoy Tho-
reau once wrote that when the officer has resigned hus office
and the subject has refused allegrance revolution 1s accom
plished That 35 exactly what Mahatma Gandh started to
domn India The emphasis in Mahatma Gandhu s movement
was on self disespline and nonviolence under all creum
stances As he lumself once smd  When nonviolence teaches
us to Jove onr by lent non cooperation we seek
to conquer the wrath of Enghsh admntstrators and ther sup
porters We must love them and pray to God that they might
have wisdom to see what appears to us to be thew error It
must be the prayer of the strong and not of the weak. In our
strength must we humble ourselves before our Maker In the
moment of our trals let me declare my faith I beheve n
loving my enemies 1 believe in the power of suffering to melt
the stoniest heart We must by our conduct demonstrate to
every Enghshman that he 15 as safe in the remotest corner of
India as he professes to feel behind the machme gun There s
only one God for us all and He 15 2 God of love and truth T
do not hate an Englishman T have spoken much agamst his
msttutions especially the one he has set upn India Butyou
must not mistake my condemnation of the system for that of
the man My rehgion requires me to love hm as I love myself
1 have no interest hvmng except to prove this fith 1n me [
would deny God #f 1 do nat attempt to prove st at thns cratseal
moment
At ome time an Enghsh mussionary put this question to
Mahatmoa Gandlir - Mr Gandhs where did you receive yoor
wspiration for your movement of passive resistance?” Without
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any hesitation he replied By reading the Sermon on the
Mount ”

The enemes of Indian nationalism branded Mahatma
Gandhi s movement as visionary He was called a charlatan
a hypocnite an unscrupulous educator and a disguised auto-
crat The vast number of Ius followers were branded as dumb
cattle

The Bntish Government of India fought the nismg tide of
Indian nationalism with harsh and bitter countermeasures
Thousands of Gandhu s followers among them the most edu
cated and hughly respected citizens of India were jailed and
other thousands were unmercifully flogged In some cases
they were even shot for no other offense than that of wearing
the coarse and hand spun Gandh: cap and singing the Indian
national hymn But m spite of all the oppressive measures
used by the British Government of India Mahatma Gandhi s
mfluence grew until the masses of India were thoroughly
wbued with the spint of nationalism and determmed to
follow therr leader under his prmeiples of nonviolent non
cooperation Mahatma Gandhi had set as hus goal the develop
ment 1 the people of India of a spunit of self disciphine and
sacnfice When this had been achieved he planned to call
upon them to refuse to obey the British laws and refuse to
pay taxes In that way would he bring the Bntish Government
of Indsa to a standstill and win hus goal of achieving national
mndependence

Gandhi s theory 1s lustrated by an incdent that grew out
of the days of martial Jaw n Amntsar n 1919 At that time
the commanding officer ordered that all persons passing
through a certain alley where an Englshwoman once had
been assaulted by a funous mob should be made to crawl on
their belhes Those hiving mn the neighborhood had submutted
to this humihiation at the pomt of British bayonets

‘When Mahatma Gandhi visited Amnitsar he told the people
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You Punjabis with your tall muscular bodies you who calt
yousselves brave submtted to this soul degrading order 1
am a small man and my physique 15 very weak I weigh Jess
than a hundred pounds But thete 1 no power 1 Hus world
that can make me crawl on my belly The generals solduers
could have bound my body n chaws and put me m jad or
with their swords they could have taken my Iife but if they
had ordered me to crawl on my belly Iwould havesad Oh
foolish men don t you see God has gwen pie two feet to walk
upon? Why shall I crawl on my befly? Thus Gandhu drew
the distnction between the coward and the passive resister
The coward submts to force through fear while the passive
resistex submits to force under protest

1n 1930 Mahatma Gandhn staged his famous salt march to
the sea Even though there were several natural deposits of
saltin the mountans of Indra and India 15 surrounded on three
sdes by ocean no one except the Bratish Government wself
was permitted to make any salt In fact salt was brought to
Inda from the zunes of Mnchester England as shups ballast
The ships went from India to England Joaded with raw
matenals on the way hack they would brng only manufac-
tured matersals and salt served as ballast Salt thus hecare @
monopoly of the Batish Government and yet the people of

India were so poor they could not afford to buy enough salt
for therr needs It was a eruel oppression that all people could
understand So Mahatma Gandiy announced that he was g0~
g to break that law To do 1t he was gomg to march to the
sea and make a pinch of salt by bothng a bucket of water

Mahatma Gandhs led a pilgnmage on foot over two hun
dred mules to the sea preaching his message on the way

Eventually he reached Bombay and the seashore He walked
to the edge of the water dipped up a buchet of water botled
1t and made a pinch of salt thys defying the British Iaw It
was asignial for people all over India to dssobey the established
British salt Jaws
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Gandhts aim was to remove from the minds of hus people
the terror of British rule He knew once he had punctured the
bubble of John Bull s bluff 1 India half the battle would be
won In any event, us appeal to the people of India was m
mediate and unrversal and I along with most of my fellow
students became an ardent and active follower Like them I
vowed to obey Gandns edct and never accept any service
n the British Government of India

I'must confess that as late as 1917 when I was a junior
college despite my 1nterest m pohtical affairs my knowledge
of the Umted States of Amenca was next to nothing I knew
Little beyond the fact that Washington DG was the capatal
The Bntish rulers of my country had thought it highly m
portant that English history be thoroughly taught the youth
of India but they did not think 1t smportant to pay any great
attention to the Amencan Revolution—a revolution which 1n
my opimion, has done more to bning joy and digmty mto the
Iives of men than anything that has happened before or since
m recorded hustory

After the Umited States had joined the allies 10 World War
I the newspapers of Inda began to carry the speeches of
Woodrow Walson and I soon became a profound admurer of
the Amencan war president I read lus speeches over and
over and over agamn until I could literally repeat them from
memory His inspinng 1deas and 1deals—“make the world safe
for democracy ™ “the war to end war ” and “self-determmation
for all peoples™—appealed to my young heart. I hung a picture
of Woodrow Wilson 1n my study and through him I became
acquainted with another great Amencan war president Abra
ham Lincoln Indeed I once made an overnight railroad tnip
to the University of Punjab to get two books on Abraham
Lmcoln and Amencan history I read the Iife story of that
great man and studied his wntings Amenicans may perhaps
take the Gettysburg Address for granted To a young Indian
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college student 1t was a revelation and nspiration It remains
so to this day

Twas a student at the Prnce of Wales College at Jammu 1
1919 when the Big Four were conducting the Conference of
Versarlles One of the topics of our college debating group
was  Would Wilson succeed with his 14 Pomts?” I along
with many of my fniends could not believe that the Batish
would be willing to consent to the prmciple of Freedom of
the seas nor Wilsons deswe for Open covenants apenly
amved at”

In that pertod another famous Amencans hfe came mto
focus Theodore Roosevelt died and shortly afterward I came
across areview of hus hife story m an lustrated London maga
zme I was charmed by the petsonality of this colorful man
and deeply smpressed by hus courage and determnation to
o e all obstacles to success

One story impressed me particularly In the course of an
address to a group of Ingh school students he remarhed that
he had seen & word on the door of the auditorium when he
entered that could be a guide to thesr lives

The students looked at the door and saw the word Pull
and thought that was the word to which he reforred No
sa(;d Roosevelt I'mean the word Push which 1s on the other
side

These scraps and preces about Amencan Iife and Amersean
leaders gleaned from books newspapers and magazines Jeft
a deep 1mpression on me But Lincoln s words m the Gettys
burg Address  Government of the people by the people and
for the people ™ had particular meanng India at that hime
had ne jury tnal and the practice of habeas corpus cid not
exist Under Brtish rule anyene could be taken nto custody
and lus whereabouts Lept secret from relatives and friends

Nor was there such a thing as free elections In fact, Indsans
had no voice 1n the selection of local state or national officials




BEGINNINGS IN INDIA ar

Lancoln changed the entire course of my Life Defiant of the
wishes of my parents who wanted me to jom the service of
the Btish Government in Indiz I said to myself and to them
T'must go to the Umted States of Amenca come what may 1
took great pamns to get hold of every possible book from which
1 could learn somethung of the history and the government
of the Unsted States

Gradually my family became reconciled to my desire to go
to America Evenso after I graduated from the University of
Punjabwitha B A degree mn mathematies I had to wait for
several months m Chhajalwad: for my passport to clear Dur
1ng that tume I busted myself with a number of small projects
1 the village One of them mnvolved the primary school where
Thad studied as a boy As a primary school 1t went only up to
the fifth grade Turged my uncle to buld new larger quarters
for the school and with the help of the leaders m the com
munity I prepared letters and petitions to the distnict educa
tion board of Amntsar n an effort to convert 1t from a pnimary
school of five grades to a middle school of eight grades That
apphication was accepted and granted My uncle donated the
bullding, and before I left India I had the great satisfaction
of scemg the sixth grade already started m the school Now
1t 15 2 well established middle school

I also concerned myself with trees Travel between the
villages of India 1s done mostly on foot or was i my day and
for the weary travelers shade trees at the crossroads and other
locations provided a welcome haven from the hot sun And
from ancient days 1t has been considered a virtue for people
to plant shade trees on the paths of travel m the country

While watting for my passport I became very much m
pressed by a muddle aged man who used to spend all huis time
gathenng tiny seedlings and planting them along the various
roads outside the village This mans only son had left home
a few years before and he had never heard from lum and
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hus lonebness he sought comfort planting trees 1 used to
see him carrying water on his shoulders several mules m order
o nurture hus growing seedhngs
Smce I was young and strong and possessed of the urge to
do some good I began to follatw hys example 1 was able to
plant a number of trees places some distance from the
village Like the old man 1 used to enjoy carrying water tomy
seedlings to get them started I learned later that some of
those trees were Lept growing because my mother nurtored
thers after I had left for Amerca
Almost all Indian villages 1n those days suffered from the
Pr of the moneylenders Villagers finding themselves
i financial difficulbies would borrow money from the viflage
moneylender Oftentimes the mterest was so hugh that the
loan would continve from generation to generation This was
one of the most common and one of the heaviest burdens In
dians at that time were forced to bear In order to relieve the
situation the government of Punjab had begun to sponsor
cooperative banks for the use of the villagers One of my for
mer college friends was 1n charge of thus program m my part
of the country 1 eonsulted with hun and agreed to brng
several leading citizens from my village to a meeting at his
headquarters 1n the city of Tam Taran ten miles awny The
meeting was most successful and we returned home and I
was able to help orgamze two cooperative banks 1n my village
When I went back to India 1n 1957 Y was delighted to leam
that both of those banks were still operating
But while I busied myself wath these actwvities my thoughts
were still on Amertea 1 had made up my mind to leave and
my famuly had ﬁnal]y agreed I told them it was my mtention
to leam food canmng with the bope of starting o canmng
mdustry 1n India with the emphasis on the canning of man
goes 5o Lassured my family that I would study in the Unsted
States for at least two and not more than three years asd
would then return home
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My passport was 1n order My elder brother who at that time
was the palace engineer in the state of hashmur had furnished
me passage money for the trip to the United States

On a fine August day I sailed from Bombay on the §§
Marcara bound for Plymouth England

Most of the passengers were English army and government
people returnimg to England onleave from India One of them
with whom I became acquamted was an engmeer employed
at the Tata steelworks When I told hum that I had majored m
mathematics he began to tease me with mathematical prob
lems For example he told me how hugh we were above the
water and asked me to figure the distance to the honzon My
mathematics were still fresh i my mind so T had little difi
culty in figuring out the formula and arnving at the correct
answer He complhmented me and we soon became good
friends He was most helpful m his advice and nformation as
to the conditions I would meet both m England and the
United States

After we reached Plymouth I immedhately went to London
where I found I would have to wait several weeks before I
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could get passage to the United States Despite my impatience
T used the time 1o see as many of the sights as possthle

I noticed how reverently the Bntish people passed by the
tombs of Lord Nelson m Samt Paul s Cathedral and the Duke
of Wellington in Westminster Abbey those two great builders
of the British Empire While T could respect these men for
themselves their achievements m building the Empre did
not have much appeal for me 1 was not interested m empire
buwlders Abraham Lincolns statue however evoled 1n me
quite a different response

T also visited Hyde Park where one could go any tune of
the dav and lsten to flery and partisan speeches on all sub-
jects In those days the favonte topics were socalism com
mumsm Insh freedom and Indian independence Some of
the speeches were for some aganst some of the speakers
prawsed the government others damned 3t 1t was most ex
citing to me as 1t was my first expenence with the meamng
of freedom of speech InInda certamly no such thing as open
enicism of the Bntish Empire was tolerated

While I was in Great Britam 1 discovered that the English
men who Iived 1n England were an altogether different type
from those I hiad known or heard of 1n India m respect to theis
attitudes toward Indias night to self government They were
very decent and Lund to me and many were devoted admurers
of Mahatma Gandhy, who sympathized simcerely with Indias
desire to be free

Atlonglast I was finally able to secure passage to the United
StatesontheS S Phaadelphi leaving Southampton The ouly
space avaable was i steerage \When I boarded the stup I
found the secammedations were g far cry from the frst class
Juxury 1 had expenenced from Bombay to Plymouth We
crossed the Lnghsh Channel during the mght and stapped at
Cherbourg where the ship tooh on hundreds of passengers
from Europe




| COME TO AMERICA 35

The week s tnip across the Atlantic was not very pleasant
for me principally because the food was so poor All I could
bring myself to eat was milk and frwit I was amazed that my
fellow passengers were able to eat some of the food that was
served until I realized that most of them were people from
Europe many of whom had actually expenenced hunger and
starvation during wartime Even though I had come from a
very poor country I'had never known what 1t was like to be
hungry

Among the passengers aboard the § S Philadelphia was an
attractive and charming y oung blonde lady who was returning
to New York to jom her husband She was mterested m Indta
and we talked together quite often She had an eleven year
old daughter with her and we all became very good friends
New York was thewr destimation while I was bound for San
Francisco Eight years later we were to meet in Los Angeles
agam under very strange and providential eircumstances

‘When we reached New York Harbor we were delayed by
heavy fog for two days Then at last the fog lifted a Little and
I could see the famt outlines of the Statue of Liberty It was
an extularating expertence I had finally arnved 1n the Unmited
States of America

During the stay at Ellis Island while waitmg to be cleared
for entry I felt lonesome for the first time since I left India
Here I'was at Ellis Island Thad come to the Umited States but
T was not yet free to go mto the country Then while T was
standing n a long hine to have my passport examined a hindly
mspector who obviously knew India took me out of the lne
and had my papers stamped Fmally warmly shalng my
hand he saxd tome  You are now a free man 1n a free coun
try Then he whispered nto my ear You do not have to
worry about the CID ether (CID stood for the Criminal
Investigation Department 1n India—the dread and hated
secret pohice )
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Tlooked around and sard tomyself “Yes atlonglast youare
a free man m a free country You may go where you wish and
say what you please ™ That certainly praved true for as long
as I have been 1 the Umted States particularly m the eatly
years while I was cruelly discnimumated agamst many a time
because of the place of mv birth not once has my nght to say
what I pleased been questioned by any man To me coming
as 1 did from India freedom of speech and hberty to go
wherever I wished without having any fears of secret police
hounding me were, of profound and lasting sigmifi

T set out from New York for San Franasco Cahformia
where I mntended to enroll as a student at the Unwversity of
Cakforna to study food preservation and cannmng It was a
long tram tup and I had not as yet beeome accustomed to
Amenican food So all the way across the country I Lived on
mulk and bread

At the Ferry Building 1n San Francisco the attendant at
the Travelers Aid Soctety booth directed me to a Hmmdu
temple There I was told that I should stay m San Francisco
that mght and take a ferry the next morning across the bay to
Berkeley 1 was furtber advised that »f Y went to Mission
Street I would be able to find a hotel room m which to spend
the mght It was the most uncomfortable mght I have ever
spent mmy hfe X had heard about bedbugs but this was the
first ime Thad actually encountered a bed mfested with them
‘The bed was smpossible and my only refuge was the floor but
that yrelded scant comfort

The next morming I rushed to the Ferry Building and took
the ferry to Berheley the seat of the Unwversity of Califorma
1 went straight to 1731 Allston Way where I found the club-
house established and mamtamed bv the $ikh Temple 12
Stockton Cahforna The temple had bought this two-story
house for the use and benefit of students from Indua who
could hve there rent free The only requirement was that
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tesidents of the club be enrolled at a lugh school or the um
versity It was run by the resident members on a cooperative
basis—students pad for therr gas and electneity and we tock
turns at cooking Hindu style meals When my turn came
around Ialways prepared my specialty—chicken curry

For the next two years I was a resident member of the club
The resultant saving was a great help to me as 1t was to other
students because m those days no students from India re-
cewved any government scholarships since the Bntish Govern
ment of India was not interested 1n educatng Indans m the
United States We had 21l come over on our own and we were
all short of funds

One of the senior members of the club was studymng agn
culture and he very lundly helped me enter the university as
2 graduate student a further help smce no twition fees were
required of graduate students In the course of my studtes I
took part 1n several experments which were beng carned on
at the umversity at that time 1o the line of food preservation
I worked very dihgently m the laboratory and had the op-
portumty to expenment with the canmng and dehydration
of fruts and vegetables It was at this time that 2 number of
tragie deaths were reported as a result of ptomaine porsoning
contracted after eating canned olves It was i the food
preservation laboratontes of the University of California that
a safe formula for canning ohves was finally perfected

Contact with Americans was lumted to associations made
mmy unmversity classes my other contacts were almost ex
clusively with my fellow ertizens from India of whom there
were some eighty at the umversity The only tumes that stu
dents of different nationalities ever got together were at meet
mgs of the Cosmopolitan Club sponsored by the YMCA
Berkeley under the leadership of the YMCA secretarv Dr
Da

’[)"he student group from India was very well organized and



38 CONGRESSMAN FROM INDIA

we all belonged to the Hindustan Association of America
which had chapters throughout the Umited States m different
umversity centers After I had been at Berkeley two years I
was elected national president of the association which gave
me many opportunsbies to make speeches on India and meet
with other groups as a representative of the Indian studeats
at the unversity All of us were ardent Nationahsts and we
never passed up an opportunity to expound on Indas nights
to self government I took part in several debates and spoke
before many groups and organizations

1t was my hahit at the time to wnte my speeches out very
carefully 1n advance Sometimes I would take two or more
weeks to write a speech and then memorize 1t 1 used the best
possible language and tned to follow the style of old Enghsh
orators who beheved in melodious pt couched i flaw
less grammar But I soon found this special preparation could
get me nto trouble It allowed for no spontaneity and when
Thad to have a comeback or an answer to a question on con
troversial subjects such as Indian mdependence I was often
very slow

On one occasion when I was president of the Hindustan
Association of Ameniea the annual convention was scheduled
tobeheld at the umversity 1 had previously gone to Palo Alto
and made arrangements with the president of Stanford Ut
versity Dr David Starr Jordan to be our principal speaker
A few days before the convention however Dr Jordan hadto
g0 East and could not be present We had difficulty m finding
a subshtute but finally a professor of political science at the
umversity agreed to pinch hit

I delivered a half hour talk on the nght of Inda to nde-
pendence and the mequities of British rule Then our ma
speaker rose and proceeded to tear me apart He floored me
wnth questions 1 couldnt promptly answer  How about the
prnmitwve agrculture m India?” he asked How about the




1 COME TO AMERICA 9

caste system? How about the disunity between the Hindus
and the Mohammedans®

He easily got the better of me and I felt very sich and sad
that the meeting ended by creating an unfavorable impression
for the cause of India

A leadership posttion among my group was not always an
enviable one Once I was churman of the annual faculty din
zer to which students invited 1nstructors as guests I worked
for two weeks preparng my speeches and mtroductions of
honored guests and I recall my feelings quite viadly While
sittmg at the head table next to the dean of the Agncultural
College who was to be our pnncipa! speaker I worned as I
tried to remember the big words and resounding passages in
my forthcoming speech of welcome Meanwhile I could see
my fellow students having a wonderful time chatting and
talling with their girl friends and faculty guests Most of the
extra work was my own fault Inow know 1t was not necessary
for me to worry and work so hard on my speeches but I was
aperfectiomst and there was no helpmg it

Mahatma Gandhi had become a very popular figure m the
United States by this time and people were eager to know and
hearabout ham particularly from a native of India Therefore
1t was not unusual for me to receive as many as seven mvita
tions a week to talk about Gandhi

These talks were not always one sided Somehmes I en
countered people m my audiences—particularly n the ques
tion and answer penod—who knew much more about India
than I and there were some very embarrassing occasions
particularly when I was asked questrons I couldn t properly
answer All m all however 1t was a wonderful experence to
be able to go out and meet with people and talk of matters
close to my heart I felt at the time that the least I could do
for India was to present a true picture of that unhappy land
to the people of America In those days the picture of India
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which most of the American people carned wn therr munds had
little basis sn reality It was a confused yumble of yogis snake
charmers and maharajas There were very few good books
available about India most of them wntten by former mem

bers of the British Government m India who were on the
whole extremely unfriendly toward the history and culture of
that ancient land

Once 1 was mvited as a representative of the Indin stu
dents to the home of the munster of a large church m Berk
eley together with representatives of other foreign student
groups Our hast was very friendly and hind and asked each
of us what m our opiion Amencans could do to make our
hises more pleasant and male 1t easter for us to meet and
mgle with Amencans

All of us were eager to meet the American people and be
come a part of Amencan life but because of our general lack
of funds wewere not n a posttion to go out and live m Amen
can homes and pay room and board

When 1t came my tum to speak, I sud My fnend what
makes us feel not at home as much as we would Like are Just
such meetings as this and I wish there were no need for such
ameeting What we would like 15 not to be considered foresgn
ers or strangers at ail but to be accepted by Amencaps as
frends Then there wauld be no need for meetings like ths
You have a beautiful home here If a close relative or friend
comes to your house you dont stand up and offer hum the
best chairin the houe He comes n and feels at home hesus
where he can It 15 only to strangers that you stand up and
offer the best place We would Iike to be merely members of
the famly and not feel we are strangers or foreigners”

But such acceptance was very difficult to obtain 1 the at
mosphere of Cahifornia i those days particelarly for students
from Asia Prejudice agamst Asiatic people m Califorma w2s
very mtense 1n the early twenbies and 1 felt keen diserimund
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tion 1n many ways Qutside of the university atmosphere 1t
was made quite evident that people from Asta—Japanese
Chinese and Hindus—were not wanted

The state legislature had just passed a piece of discnmma
tory legislation known as the Alen Land Act It prohibited
Asiaties from owning or leasmg farm land and was aimed at
preventing them—particularly the Japanese—from acquiring
nich and fertile land 1n the state Japanese and Chinese were
becoming a dommant factor 1n truck farming m Cahforma
and the law stated that no person who was mehgible for
Amenican citizenship would be permutted to lease or own
properties for agncultural purposes Smce all Asiatics were
meligible for Amencan citizenship they were effectively
boycotted

Despute the prejudice and disernmmation that I saw there
were many other American practices that made a more favor
able impression on me I recall one afternoon when I was re
tumnimng from the university library to the clubhouse I saw a
group of boys and girls gathered together near Berkelev High
School Two boys were having a knockdown drag out fight
As I stood there and watched I noticed that not one among
the spectators tried to help or hinder either of the fighters
Eventually one of them acknowledged he d had enough and
the battle was over

Then to my amazement the two boys walked arm m arm
to the soda fountam nearby and shared a coke from the same
bottle

1t was my first experience with sportsmanship as practiced
m Amenca I vowed to myself that if 1 was going to acquire
any of the c 1stics of the A people one of the
most important ones would be to learn to be a good sport At
this time I saw another example of 1t on the political level
During the American national election m 1920 I read the
speeches of the two presidential candidates nd heard some
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of the debates on the issues It was a long and hard fought
campaign, but ¥ saw that on the mght of the election as soon
as 1t became apparent that Senator Harding had won the elec
tion the defeated candidate Governor Cox sent a sicere
message of congratulations and offered hus services to the next
president

After a year of study at the unwversity 1n the Department of
Agriculture my love for mathematics was once again aroused.
Thns was not difficult for my mterest had been hept alwve by
my friends who were taking courses 1 mathematies and who
would often come to me for help Then one mommg out of
curtosity I wvisited the Department of Mathematics 1 tafhed
to the mnstructors and told them Y had majored in mathe
maties w Indra at the University of Punjab and graduated
with 2 BA degree with honors n Applied Mathemtics

1 leaned that 1f T wanted to try for a masters degree m
mathematics at Berkeley I could apply the units which I had
acquired mn the Department of Agniculture tow ard the twenty
which were required for an M A degree I figured out that
it would be possible to take some courses i mathematics while
continuing my studies m food preservation and withm a years
time X could get an M A degree in mathematics

So I jomed the Department of Mathematics wnd quahfied
foran M A For my master s thesis I was advised by Professor
McDounald to continue work that had been started by a pro-
fessor at Cambndge on 1 differential equation which had no
general solution but did have particular solutions

I worhed on the problem dihigently and when Professor
McDonald accepted my thesis he told me that of ¥ wanted to
continue foraPh D degree he would be happy to accept my
work as thesis for that lugh degree This was naturally quite
annducement and with this generous encouragement I these-
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fore decided to continue my mathematical studies 1 expanded
my work on the same thesis On Functions Associated with
the Elliptic Cylinder in Harmomc Analysis™ and after about a
year and a half of further study I recenned my Ph D

The greatest difficulty I encountered was m languages I
had to have a reading and wnitmng know ledge of two foreign
languages 1 chose French and German and learned to read
books on mathematics n both tongues

My twomstructors in agneulture Professors William Cruess
and Richard Chnsty were very helpful to me in my work and
I became deeply attached to them personally Among the
many favors they bestowed upon me and other students was
to help secure jobs durmng the summer vacations . various
canning factories 1n Cahforma

One year I worhed 1n an asparagus canning factory of
Libby MecNell & Libby near Sacramento Another time I
was employed at the same company s factory m Sunnyvale 2
very large plant where chernes peaches and other fruits in
season were canned I also worhed at the factories of the
Calforma Packing Corporation particularly Plant No 7 m
Emeryville near Oakland

During the several months I worked at the Emerywille plant
I became very fnendly with the supermtendent Mr Henry
Bermer He was a very progressive manager who beheved n
giving opportunities to college students and mducing them
to jom his orgamzation I had been m charge of the syrup
department for several months when the assistant superin
tendent of the plant was transferred

One evening Mr Bermer invited me to hus home for supper
Ienjoyed meeting hus lovely wife and two small chuldren, and

unng the evening s conversation Mr Bernter ashed me what
I:mtended to do after I graduated from the umversity At that
time I was still working for my Ph D degree m mathematics
Since my mind was far from made up as to the future Ire-
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plied very vaguely to the effect that some tume m the future I
wanted to wnte a history of India and perhaps the further op-
portumity to obtam a fellowship or mstructors position 1
mathematics m some Amernican college or umversity Almost
as an afterthought I said I was also mterested m learning
more about the cannmg indus

Two days later Mr Bernter told me that durmg that eve
ning at his home I had talked myself out of a good job He
had decided to offer me the postion of assistant supenn
tendent of the factory a welcome and flnttening offer to a
twenty three year old student The company he said was
lookang for college graduates who had studied m the field of
agnculture becuse they were expanding and needed more
college tramed people m managerial positions When I had
been vague about my future plns he had decided that it was
not the job for me since they had no mterest 1n traming young
men who were not certam that they wanted to make canning
a career It was the first time 1n my hfe that I talked myself
outof a good job but certainly not the last

1 recerved my Ph D degree m mathematics 1z May 1924
By that time 1 had decided that I was gomg to make America
my home although I had received offers of professorships
from two colleges in India I had made up my mind definitely
that I was not gomg back to India but the difficulhes m my
way were very formidable

Dunng my college years at Berkeley I had muntamed my
Leen interest m Amencan history and government by study
mg the Ines of the great leaders of the nation Waslungton
Jefferson, Jackson Lincoln Theodore Roosevelt and Wood
row Wilson I had come to the Umted States as a great ad
murer of ats institutions and sts leaders America exemplified
for me the lighest form of democracy Its people had de
veloped a system based upon the Declaration of Independence
and the belief that all men are created equal Human dignity
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was recogmzed and (with some notable exceptions) the prn
ciples of democracy were practiced

From my contacts at the uniy ersity my fondness and affec
tion for Amencan mstitutions had extended to the Amencan
people as well I came to love their open friendlmess enthu
siasm and spontaneity Even though life for me did not seem
very easy 1t had become impossible to think of a hfe separated
from the Umited States I was aware of the considerable prej
udice against the people of Asia n Calforma and knew that
few opportumties evisted for me or people of my natronahty
m the state at that ime I was not a citizen and could not
become one The only way Indians m Californa could make
aliving at that time was to jomn with others who had settled
vanious parts of the state as farmers

Thad met a few Indians from Impenal Valley who had done
very well, and so m the summer of 1925 I decided to go to the
southern Califorma desert valley and make my living as a
farmer
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M first job in Tmpenal Valley was that of foreman of a cotton
picking gang at a ranch belonging to some Indum friends My
job was to stay near the wagon to which the pickers who
picked the cotton by hand brought their sacks to be weighed
There were more than a hundred pickers and 1t was up to me
to weigh each sack as 1t was brought m Each man had a num
ber and Thad to keep a record of the number and each weight
i my master book as well as to give each man a receipt for
each mdividual sach he brought At the end of the weeh I
had to ealeulate the total wexghts for all the pickers and make
up the pav roll

I took advantage of the spare ime I had on my hands All
day while waiting for the pickers to come m 1 read books on
literature poetry drama early Amencan history etc Bachat
camp late at night and agam early  the morming I con
tinued my studies by the dim hght of a kerosene lamp My
bosses never baving had a chance to go to school themsehes
gladly afforded me every opportumty to continue my studies

Mrs Bigclow who was then head hibrarian of the L Centro
Library was my particular friend at that time and I owe her 2
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great debt of gratitude El Centro was the county seat of Im
penal County Whenever my boss went to El Centro which
was at least once a2 week 1 managed to get a nde with hum
and spent my trme getting new books from the public ibrary
When some of the books I needed were not available Mrs
Bigelow would order them from the state hibrary m Sacra
mento She must have gotten scores of special books for me
during the period I was working as a cotton foreman

My pay was based on the amount of cotton picked at the
rate of ten cents a hundred pounds and sometimes I made as
much as eighteen to twenty dollars a day This was a great
deal of money then and to me 1t seemed a fortune By the end
of the season I had managed to save quite a sum I borrowed
a hittle more from my friends and ventured into the growing
of lettuce in a partnership with another man m an exghty acre
field

Two years previously lettuce growers had hit the jackpot
and had made good money but unfortunately the year I tried
1t was one of the worst i the hustory of lettuce growng 1n
Imperial County The crop was excellent the weather was
warm the size of lettuce was big but the demand was almost
ml Together with scores of other farmers I had to sit and
watch entire fields of lettuce go to rum without being able to
ship any of 1t Thad had great hopes and naturally this was 2
tremendous blow The entire crop was a complete total loss
and I had acquired a debt that took me some tume to repay
Three years later m 1930 I grew lettuce agam Thus time I
was more fortunate and was able to clear up the rest of my
debts

Durmg the hot summer months when work was practically
ata standstill Y used to go to Los Angeles Here 1 agam spent
most of my tume mn the hibrary reading and studymg and
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eventually 1n research and finally m writing my book My
Mother India

Mother India by hathenine Mayo had just been published
It was a sensational book and soon became a best seller The
author had been m Inda only 2 very short tme and she de
scribed an India that no natwe of that Jand could possibly
recognize ‘The Indians in Califorma particularly resented the
books umpust and false mterpretations of Indian culture
Gandh called 1t 1 dram inspector s report ” and 1t was just
that We thought that a rebuttal was certamly due and I was
delegated by the Sikh Temple i Stockton to write one

When 1n Los Angeles my headquarters were near the pub
lie ibrary Although most of my time was spent mn writing 1
continued my mnterest 1 Mahatma Gandhn and 1n India s ef
forts toward mdependence I took advantage of every op-
portunity te speak debate and present Indias side

One evening I spoke at the Umitartan Churchn Hollywood,
and at the end of the meeting 2 young man came up to me
mtroduced himself as Emil J hosa said he was an artist and
mvited me to visit hus home sometime He said his mother
and father were students of world poliics and greatly
terested 1n India It was a casual invatation and I did not take
1t particularly senously Then a few weeks Jater I happened
to meet Emnl n a downtown restaurant We recogmzed each
other and he renewed his mvitation and this time 1 accepted
T was introduced to his parents and durmg the course of con
versation Mrs Kosa told me that when she was returmng
from Europe 2 few years before wath her daughter she had
met 2 young Indian student who was gomg to study frut
canning i the United States I had no knowledge of any
other Indan student besides myself who had been even re
motely mterested 1n this field We compared notes and soon
found that we had been passengers on the same boat the
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SS Philadelphia 1n 1920 Mrs hosa had been my shipboard
friend but her then eleven year old daughter Manan was
now a beautiful and talented student of UCL A

I 'soon became a frequent visitor at the hosa home and a
friend of the whole farmly Rosa Sr was anartistaswellasa
philosopher He always enjoyed having friends drop m to
discuss art poltres philosophy and the problems of the
world He was very much mpressed by my seeming knowl
edge of lterature and world affairs One day Emil men
tioned that I would make an interesting subject for a portrait
and asked me to pose for um T'o give the portrait more at
mosphere he ashed me to wear a turban I was glad to oblige
even though I had given up wearing a turban shortly after I
came to the United States

It took several sittings to fimsh the portrait By the tme 1t
was finished I was practically one of the famly The followmng
year when Emil left for Europe to continue his studies at
L Ecole des Beaux Arts m Pans I was still a constant visitor
at the hosa home whenever I was 1 town

One evening I was mwited to speak before the Masaryk
Club of which Mr and Mrs Kosa weremembers Emil s sister
Martan was at that tume a leader of a small dance group of
UCLA coeds known as the kosa group They used to per
form folk dances before various cvic diplomatic and college
groups As the guls danced that mght at the Masaryk Club
my eyes never left Maran Suddenly I knew I was madly
love T found myself m a temble dilemma Providence had
brought me to the home of this spritely winmng blonde and
Tknew]was desperately mJove ButhereIwas tw enty-eight
years old without a home without a secure job and no clear
future 1n sight—a forergner m a country that I loved and
which I had made my home but where the Iaws even forbade
me to become a citizen I had fallen m love with the daughter
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of a well known artist a very beautiful and talented college
gulat UCLA AlsoIknew that I had many nvals and that I
could not possibly match their physical or matenal attributes

But once agam luck was on my side All through life I had
been faced with many turning pomts and I had always been
Tucky In this particular case my salvation lay in the fact that
my future father in law and mother in }aw lihed me T car

nied on my courtship with persistence and unsurpassed devo-
tion These were all I could offer at that e Y had plenty of
nerve and plenty of love

Our courtship was not very long I thih the most persua
swve weapon 1 had was the fact that I knew many passages of
English Hindu and Persian poetry I used to recite them to
Manan and she would laugh and find great delight i them
She was remarkable m memorizing and can rectte many of
those poems to this day I recall one passage from an Indian
poem that struck her fancy I tremble at the tyranny of the
shining sun I am hike a dewdrop on a desert thorn”

I proposed to Manan by wnting this sentence word by
word 1n the sand at Laguna Beach one Sunday afternoon
“If I prove myself worthy will you become mme?

This was one time when I obtamed an mvaluable prize on
the Amenican installment plan of a promuse to pav” I have
been working to fulfill my promise ever smee but the obli
gation will never be completely fulfilled

Our marnage 1 1928 was the big turning pont 1n my life
It was then and remams so to this day

My father 1n law and mother 1n Taw were not wealthy but
they were able to give us a sound start m Lfc They bultusa
house immediately below therr home on a illside property
they owned on Sunset Boulevard It was a beautiful home It
gave us great pleasure and joy and became the center of
many many happy times with our friends and loved ones
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The year after our marnage my mother 1n law died It was a
tragic shocking loss to both of us and the worst I had recerved
smee the death of my elder brother n 1923 Next to my own
mother she was perhaps the most affectionate mdvidual I
had known 1 bfe and I had become deeply devoted to her

My wife continued to attend college until the birth of our
son in February 1930 while I diided my time between my
work m Impenal Valley and my other work m Los Angeles
Then when the baby was old enough to travel Maran
brought hum to Imperal Valley and we made our home on a
ranch near Westmorland California This was a big change
n the hfe of this young city bred gul who had to leave her
beautiful home her famuly and friends to go mto an alto-
gether dufferent Iife But my wife had courage and proved
herself capable of undertaking new and unfasmhiar respons:
bilities Lafc on the ranch was not easy m those days We did
10t Iack for any necessities but lwxuries were not too plentt
ful The old ranch house had no runming water at that time or
electricity and was extremely run down But with the help of
a ittle pamnt and a few knickknacks we managed to make our
Iife there as easy and comfortable as was possible under the
circumstances

Iwas worried that my wife would not be happy i Imperial
Valley because I wasn t sure at that time what kind of com
pamonship she would find there I need not have worried
During the first year she was too busy to go out much but
1twas not long before she made a wide cirele of friends among
the women 1 the area

In spite or perhaps because of the comparatre 1solation of
the Valley there was a great deal of activity m this winter
garden of Califorma There always has been My wife jomed
one of the two book clubs that were orgamized m the small
town of Westmorland Later on she became a member of
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another book club 1 Brawley She jomed the Women s Com
mumty Club of Brawley and the ladies of the Home Depart
ment of the Farm Bureau of which Manan became treasurer
and later secretary held many a meeting 1n our home Manan
still clamms that she learned all she knows about mamntammng a
home remodeling clothes upholstermg chawrs ch g the
best grades of food and planmng functional hatchens from
Miss Glenn the advisor of the Farm Bureaus Home Depart
ment

When our son started gomg to school i Brawley Maran
jomed the PTA there The year she was elected president,
Impenal Valley suffered a tragic earthquake Most of the
school buildings had been destroved or declared unsafe and
classes had to be held m temporary buldings In order to
assist the school the PTA decided to build a temporary school
cafetena for the children I remember how energetic and
enthusiastic the PTA members were They went out wn teams
and returned with donations of Jumber and other matenals
for the cafeterra buslding and they persuaded the carpenters
to donate thewr labor The women provided picme lunches for
the workmen and 1 no time they had the cafetenia built
With the help of a hured cook and government surplus food
they managed to provide hot lunches many of them free to
the school cluldren until a large new cafetena was bwilt by
the school board

Every Saturday mght the country people thronged mto
Brawley This was BTV (before. television) and ev eryone dd
their weelly shopping on that mght The PTA wanted to pro-
vide some decent recreation for the youngsters who came to
town with their pasents The earthquake had demolished 2
huge bulding back of the Dunlack Hotel and all that e
mamed was a Jarge cement floor The PTA with the perms
sion of the owners converted this area mto a roller skatiwg
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mnk Music was provided hghts were mstalled and the
parents helped to sell 1ce cream and pop The shating rmk
soon became a busy place between seven and nme thirty
every Saturday mght

I suffered real personal hardshup when m October 1942
Marian had to leave Impenal Valley because of her health
She had been suffering from hay fever smce we moved to
Westmorland m 1930 She had 2 series of tests taken and
found that she was extremely allergic to Bermuda pollen Like
a good patient she tried every way possible to find a cure
even grving herself under doctors advice mjections agamst
the pollen But the wamumty created by the mjections of
pollen lost 1ts effect as time went by and gradually she de
veloped asthma This became so bad that she often had to
sit up mghts to breathe So upon the advice of her doctor she
was forced to move to Los Angeles She worked at Sears for
a year to help with the increased expense of heeping up two
homes and then spent a year at UCL A to gether BA and
her teaching credentials and from 1945 until 1958 she taught
n the Los Angeles city public school system

Westmorland 15 srtuated on the edge of the desert The
sandy sorl around it coupled wath the hot desert winds makes
1t an 1deal area for the early growmng of watermelons honey
dews and cantaloupes Thus the cultation of melons for
early shipments became a specialty m the Valley and the
economy of the community had been built on the abihity of
1ts farmers to produce these specialty crops earher than any
other locality m the United States These melons were packed
and shipped under refrigeration all over the country

Melon seeds are planted during the months of November
and December Each mdvidual hull of seeds 1s covered with
a cap of transparent wax paper which lets the sun m to heat
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the ground but keeps out the frost and cold winds These caps
are supported by an arch made of wire bent 1n a semicircle and
the edges of the paper are bunied in the soil The seeds germi
nate under the protection of these caps Durmng January
while danger from frost stll exssts the papers are removed
plants are thinned weeds hoed out and the tender plants
agam covered This work all done by hind 1n addition to the
rigation costs Tnakes 1t a very expensive crop to grow

Instial hugh costs of production packing 1cng and ship-
ping 1n refrigerated cars to far off marhets made these prod
ucts expensive luxury items for the consumer While a cw
taloupe cost a dime during the regular season the early crop
cantaloupe had to sefl for twenty five cents m order to render
2 reasonable profit When the economv 1 most parts of the
Unuted Statcs became depressed these products ble alt
luxury items were hut first and hat hard

In order to bwild up the soil the melon crop was alternated
with alfalfa every three years The market for baled alfalfa
hay was found m the metropolitan arca of Los Angeles When
dames around that area got mto financial stratts this de
pressed the alfalfa hay market unti it was barely possxble 1o
realize harvesting baling and shipping expenses 1 recall
the tume when my neighbors and 1 could barely meet our
pay rolls by selling baled hay at very low pnces I owned a
hay baler at that tme thar required four men to operate The
baler was pulled in the field by horses and two men walked
along the side of the horses and pitched hay on the hopper
platform Another man on top of the baler fed hay mto the
hopper and the man 1n the rear managed the tensions and
tied the wires It was hard worl, for all four men Hay had
to be baled with the dew on 1t 1n the early mornung hours
The wages were twenty five cents per ton per man ten to
twelve tons of baling was considered o good day's work
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One season twelve of my neighbors all big husky and ex
penenced workers wanted jobs on my baler Yet there were
only four men needed This situation was common throughout
the Valley There were hundreds of eager and able bodied
men willing to work who could not find jobs anywhere

One of the men who worked for me on my baler one season
was an engmeer from Yuma Arnzona who was then out of 2
joband willing to do any work Later when things picked up
he moved to Los Angeles and founded what became a suc
cessful and ighly profitable extermmating busmess with
branches m the bay area of San Francisco and the metropolt
tan area of Los Angeles

The local blacksmith had accepted the position of chair
man of the Red Cross dnve m Westmorland After two weeks
of hard work he managed to collect a total of thurty five dol
lars and at that time there were more than a hundred famihies
m the vicmity of Westmorland out of work and m need of
relef Furst quality cantaloupes and watermelons as well as
other produce were rottmg m the fields because there was 1o
market for them and harvesting costs would have been higher
than what they could be sold for There were starvation and
need 1n the face of plenty

This pertod saw the begmnmng of the great nflux of mugra
tion to Califorma from the poverty strichen Dust Bowl states
of Ollahoma Arhansas and parts of Texas Whole familtes
were heading toward Califorma by way of Yuma Anzona
The county of Los Angeles made arrangements with the sher
1ff of Impenal County to deputize some of their men who
delegated unto themsels es the authonty of blocking the entry
of these unfortunate people mto California They promul
gated their own rules and regulations and would not permit
anyone to cross the state boundary unless they had a certamn
minimum amount of money This was an mpossible test for
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those people to meet Most of them penniless had gathered
up all of thewr belongmgs packed them on tap of thew
antomobales loaded their cars wath their famiies and were
commg wto Cahforma wath the hope of finding jobs m this
promised land I was appalled at the situation for 1t was
nconcervable tome that an Amencan wonld not be permitted
to go wherever he pleased withm the contmental hmits of the

country

Ever since my armsal i the United States m 1920 I had
mamtamed a heen mterest m the political sitvation I had
studied the personalies and programs of the presidential
candidates both during the 1924 and the 1928 campaigns By
1932 1 had positively and defimtely become a Democrat by
outlook and conviction

Franklin D Roosevelt was my choice for president mn 1932
and 1t was & great comfort and joy to me when he was elected
with a landslide vote I had seen candidate Roosevelt i the
Hollvwood Bow] during the summer months of that year and
1 still recall hus great speech at that tme when he saad “Tam
as radical as the Declaration of Independence ¥ am as Iberal
as the Bill of Raghts  And the stuning words from his mau
guraladdress dehverednaconfidenttone Wehavenothmg
to fear but fear itself ” had thnlled me deeply America had
found a leader who would guide her through the wildemess
of the depression

The overwhelming victory of Frankkin D Roosevelt in the
1932 election and the subsequent populanty of his aggresst ¢
program 1 fightmg, the depression had the effect of brnging
out 1n the open hundreds of good honest Democrats an
revitalizing the Democratic party 10 Impenal Valley

Even though I was not a citizen and did not have the nght
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to vote I was always present at official meetmgs of the
County Democratic Central Commuttee and other public
occasions and I never mssed the opportunity to defend the
different programs of the Roosevelt admunstration

It was not popular among the ruling circles m Impenal
County at that time for anyone to praise the work of the
Roosevelt admmistration Yet almost everybody was recerv
ing benefits of the Federal Aid program m one form or an
other The WPA had begun 1ts operations and more then a
hundred famihes from Westmorland alone were on 1ts pay
roll Two able men m charge of the WPA program were lead
ing ertizens of Westmorland who had been hard hat financially
in recent years

T could see what the PWA the WPA and CCC programs
were domg for my commumty of Westmorland and there are
still visible monuments to the WPA work which gave jobs and
grocery money to hundreds of people mn that hard struck
area These mclude the adobe city hall which shll stands

e tennus courts on the school grounds the swimmmg pool
on the ity hall grounds to say nothing of long stretches of
sidewalks m the ity

Hundreds of busmess and professional men and women
from all over the country had mvested their savings m the
ongmal purchase and the subsequent leveling and develop
ment of Imperial Valley land W hen the depression began to
show 1ts face over the length and breadth of the United States
these investments began to slacken As the returns from thewr
properties became shmmer and shmmer many of these ab
sentee landowners stopped paying taxes on their properties
m Impenal Valley This naturally was a severe blow to the
finances of the local governments of the area

Tmpenal County s collections became so dangerously Jow
that there was a period when warrants of the county were
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1)
8 Y ‘5;.311’\5 The Impenal Irngation Distnct
those peaple tox? i¢ 1t on the prmeipal and interest on is

up all of ‘he‘,"ﬁr"' [;;;jd by nvestors from many parts of the
a“t“‘mh‘]e;} s “f:,:a forced to default on its principal and
comung ity ¥\ yo the United States Treasury The I
prormsed/ fon District was granted deferment on these
meancer” e st must be sud to the eredt of the people
1020% .} County that when thewr fortunes changed they
coun’ yynsted States Treasury not only all the deferred pay
but interest as welt
ne federal government s farm aid program had a tremen
us xmpact on the recovery of the Valley s economy Hur
reds of landowners who were 1 danger of foreclosures o8
thewr properties obtaued rehef i the form of long term loans
with lower mterest rates from the Farm Sccunty Admumss
/" tration The programs of the Department of Agneufture
gving bonus payments to the growers of sugar beets out of the
> Tevenues from duties on mmported sugar under the provisions
of the Sugar Act b ght 1n hundreds of t ds of dollars
yearly Also the soil conservation program under which pay
ment were made to growers of sml bwilding crops suchasal
falf~ and for the nse of fertilizers was a main contributn,, f5¢
tor n the budgets of many Jocal farmers of that hard strickes
area Irecallhow forseveral years the soil conservation pa}
ments and the payments under the Sugar Act of about three
dollars per ton on sugar beets w15 the only profit that I made
w my farmng, operations The same held true for many o
my nexghbors
Ihe farmers were helped n still another way bv the cheap
money they got from different government agenctes I
allowed them to realize their long chernshed wishes to form
cooperatnes
But farmers 1n Impenal Valley hnd to fight not only ec
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nomic depression but often the cruel and capricious forces of
nature as well Most of Impenal County lies from fifty to two
hurdred fifty feet below sea level and there was ever present
a danger from flooding by the unpredictable silt laden Colo-
rado Ruver This floed danger abated with the begmning of
constructon of the Hoover Dam but there still remamed the
constant fear of drought a fear that became a reality 1n 1935
The river had gone completely dry there was no water run
ming m the canals whatsoever and the crops were drying out
And since there was no underground water m the Valley no
drinking water was available for the cities or ranches In
order to avert an eprdemzc from unclean water the Govern
ment made arrangements to bring m ratlroad tank cars full
of pure water and stationed them at different depots through
out the Valley and residents were rationed to five gallons ata
tme

The naturally formed lakes of the Valley were sufficient to
satisfy the needs of the cattle and other stock but neverthe
less those remamed dangerous and anxious days I saw my
fellow farmers crops dry up and perish but the spirtt of the
people of the proneer communities was always high and we
weathered that drought without any epidemic or serious
damage to the hivestock The crop damage however was
€normous

One year while the price of alfalfa hay was already very
low we suffered a grasshopper infestation Thus greatly 1
duced the yreld of the crop and made things much hard r
than they would have been otherwise

We dewised an ingemous method to fight the grasshoppers
It consisted of dragging a large contraption through the fy
fested fields This consisted of a platform twenty five fort
wide and eight feet lugh covered with shiny tin and supports A4
onasled As the g was dragged through the field +f oras.s
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hoppers jumped and hit agamst the stuny surface fallng mto
a tub at the base of the platform that was filled with herosene
and water At the end of a day an operator would have hilled
bushels of grasshoppers

Another method used was to spread most bran and mo-
lasses mxed with Paris green on the borders before smgating
the Beld As the water covered the alfalfa the hoppers would
jump to the borders and feed on the poisoned bran

The farmers hving 1n the Salton Sea (Westmorlind Niland
area) had to fight constantly agamnst the depredations by
widgeon ducks During the wmter months the widgLons
would fly mto green alfalfa and lettuce fields and do tremen
dous damage Since the widgeon duchs came from the federal
government s game preserve estabhshed on the shores of the
Salton Sea and because the shooting regulations were ngidly
enforced 1t was very difficult for the farmers to combat this
mence I remember one year when the onslanghts from
these ducks were espectatly great 1 used to stay up ll might
shooting under the duchs with a shotgun trymg to present
them from landing and to scare them out of the fields Comig
by the thousands they could clean out an exghty acre feld
of alfalfa almost overmght That year I had several hundred
acres of alfalfa and the ducks harvested a sizable portion of it

Then when we grew milo maze we had the blackburds to
contend with They descended i swarms bke huge black
clouds from their habitations 1 the New Rner bottom Jand
The onlv way to escape them when the com was nipe was {0
scare them by shootmg hollow tip shells from 2 22 rifle over
thew heads This made a sharp nuging sound and was fasly
effective Maran used to stand for hours at the edge of the
field with a rifle and 4 pochet full of tnv shells to keep the
burds off the field In recogmbion of her efforts our young
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son gave her the nickname of Maize” by which name she 1s
now known to her grandchildren

Duning the worst years of the depression I had been quite
fortunate There were several peniods of anxiety but I came
out of 1t without any sertous damage It entatled a tremendous
amount of hard physical work which took some time getting
used to smce 1 d spent most of my life as a student And Thad
some fortunate breaks At that time I was leasing several hun
dred acres of land on which T was growing alfalfa ¥ ven
though the prices were low and 1t was not a very good bank
crop 1t was the least dangerous and the least speculative crop
togrow Bemg situated at the edge of the Impenal Valley and
closest to the market m Los Angeles 1t was easter for me to
sell my hay because 1t saved truck drivers several miles m
getting theur loads Y developed some good regular customers
and managed to weather those diffcult days

I have mentioned the prejudice and discnmmation that
existed agamst all Asiattes meluding the Indians at that
Pparticular time 1 Calforma Impenal Valley was not mm
mune and there 1s no denying the fact that there were persons
m Impenal County who were prejudiced and antagomstic
toward me But the majonty of my neighbors and the people
with whom I came 1n contact were extremely and and always
helpful Y recollect some of the experiences that I had when T
first started My neighbors knowmg how mevpenenced I
was would come over and give me advice and offer on occa
stons to do the work for me largely out of fmendshup and
bigh respect for my wife

One very close and dear friend the best nexghbor that any
one could ever pray for or ever wish to have was Mr Ben
Martn We know him now affectionately as Uncle Ben The
very first time I met him he said  Saund you may consider
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my tools as your own Any tme you need anythmg come
and get1t Andif you don t have time or af you don t have the
tractor or harses 111 come over and do the wor for you free
He was as good as hus word and often used to loan me his
rakes and mowers and other equipment whenever I needed
them

I remember 2 ime when I was planting mulo maize a very
ticklish crop to plant The ground must be at just the nght
degree of moisture If vou don t have the tools and equipment
to do the job 1 a humry you might be too late and seed will
never germmate Uncle Ben brought is entire outfit and
planted my crop Just Iike that

Others were also generous with their help My first year
1n Westmorland 1 had two hundred acres of alfalfa and Thad
made a deal wath a neighbor to come and bale my hay Later
T found out that he had contracted for too much fand and
wouldn t have time to get to my hay The first esghty acres
got too drv and 1n Imperal Vallev 1f vou let the hay get too
dry you have to wait for weeks sometimes until a heavy dew
before 1t can be baled Here I was stuck with - crop and no
adequate arrangements to have 3t baled I thought my salva
tion Jay m buying my own hay brler though at this tme i
didat have any money for a down payment I went to 2l
utter stranger a man by the name of Thomas Logan the
denler for Internitional Harvester the McCormick Deenng
Ine Ttold him I wanted a baler and he said he had balers 1
stock and could delver any day A horse pulled baler at that
tume cost about eleven hundred dollars He told me he would
take $350 down and that I could pay the rest of 1t later 1
smd “Mr Logan Id like very much to have a baler Ihavé
two hundred acres of good alfalfa but 1 have no money 10
make 1 down pyment If you let me have the baler T pay
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you $100 a ton for every ton I'bale By the end of the year it
should be paid for

He looked at me and said “Young man, have you ever
heard of anyone getting a pece of machmery 1n these hard
tunes without making a down payment?

1ve told you the truth "Isaid Ive got two hundred acres
of growing alfalfa Theres no mortgage on 1t Ive got the
horses and mules to pull the baler but I dont have a down
payment ”

Then knowmg I was Indian he asked me about some of
Bus other Indian customers particularly one who was a com
paratively nich farmer Oh ves” I sad I know him very
well Hes a very good friend of mine We are members of the
Indian Association He 1l do anything for me

Logan smd I ke you You come over agam tomorrow
Tl see what I can do ™

The next day when I returned he smd “Well Ive decided
to gve you the hay baler and thus 15 the way well handle 1t
You give me a note for the down payment payable tome and
then 1f you come back at two oclock well have the repre
sentative of the International Harvester Company here to
draw up the contract for the balance

1 was delighted and T signed the note and the contract
and the baler was delivered to my place that afternoon That
baler was what really put me m business and made 1t possible
for me to make a lving despite the low prices

The next time I went to see Mr Logan to get some parts
he called me 1nto the office and said  Say Saund, I want to
tell you somethmg You told me that nich Smgh was your
good friend Let me tell you hes no friend of yours”

He then told me he had ashed the man about me and about
his deswre to sell me the baler without a down payment He
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said “Your so called friend told me Mr Logan dont make
that mistake Saunds a mice fellow well educated and all
that but he doesn t know how to grow hay Youll never get
your money back

But he said that didnt alter hus judgment of me for he
spoke to another Indian customer of s asked him about me
and this fellow smd Well Mr Logan I havent got any
money now 1ve had two crop falures but let me tell yourf
Saund needs that hay baler you sell st to lum You'll get your
money back andf he can t pay for it Twill evenf I haveto
go out and pick corn to get the money to do 1t

AsMr Logan smd “Thus man who 15 not nch an money 18
your friend but 1d stay away from that other fellow”

The so-called rich” friend of mine hived for another twenty
years Iremamed on good terms with hum and I even had the
opportunity to do lnm some favors but I never let hun know
what had happened m regard to that hay baler

Y can thank the village postmaster for another piece of Tack
that came my way One day a gentleman came over to M8
and mtroduced humself saymg that he was the owner of 8
certam prece of property which I knew to be good ground It
had yust come back to him after a three year lease to a vege
table firm He had plowed the ground and was gong to
farm 1t himself but decided 1nstead not to move from his
home n Ontano He came to Westmorland to lease the land
and had mentioned this casually to his old friend the post
master The postmaster suggested that he go to see me
lersed the land for four years and 1t turned out to be one of
the finest preces of land T had ever had the good fortune t0
farm

Another friend of mme a property owner Impel'\a’lll

County who hved i Los Angeles was helping me by holdmng
my lease contracts m lus name since at that tume I could not
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lease property 1n my own name I had leased some property
m my wife s name since she was an American cihizen How
ever some landowners didn t like to take a chance on leasmng
land even to an Asatics wife for fear of violating the Ahen
Land Act

One season after mahing arrangements for a contract with
the Holly Sugar Company to rase sugar beets I ashed this
friend to sign the contract He saxd Doc why dont you
plant the beets on my ranch? I couldnt have been more
startled or pleased for I knew his ranch to be one of the
finest softest loamiest preces of ground in the Valley

Thus I was lucky through those years of deep depresnion
and low prices But my luck changed for the worse one year
when everyone thought that the dark clouds were begmning
to hft There was a sudden mcrease in the price of alfalfa
owing to 4 drought in the Los Angeles area There was a
shortage of the crop w the Valley and I had the opportunity to
sell more than a thousand tons of hay from about four hun
dred acres at $4 00 a ton more than I had expected At the
end of the season for the first tune I was a few thousand dol
lars ahead Then my mmd began to fly m all directions I
would quit farming this hard ground on a share rent basis I
told myself Share rent meant I pad one fourth of the baled
hay to the owner of the land Under those circumstances
there was not much danger of gomg broke smce no cash out
lay was mvolved and the landowner made his rent 1n proper
tiom to what 1 grossed out of the hay I was now willing to
rent on a cash rent basis which the old timers 1 the Valley
considered an unsafe and dangerous procedure

Irecall clearly my neighbor Mr Paxton saymgtome I
know if you lease land for alfalfa on the terms you ve been
promusing these real estate agents youre gong to go broke
muo tume But thatll be no consolation to me or my newgh
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bors because you'll have already spoiled a chance for us to
make a little money out of this land 1f we could leaseat ona
reasonable basis 7 But I had become really anxious and I
made two bad leases on two separate preces of Jand

Dunng the year the price of hay dropped to another low
I lost those two ranches and all the money I had put wto
them 1 ended up by bemng i debt to the tune of nearly exght
thousand dollars

It was the first time I had been m a position where I could
not pay my bills on ime or meet my obhgations I was deeply
disturbed and for a while I thought the world would come to
n end if people ever found out I had lost my ranches aod
was 1n debt on all sides I owed money for seed fertiluzers
gas hardware on top of what I owed the landowners

Then began my days of real hardshp n Impenal County

1had calls from the fieldmen of my creditors and each one
of them thought thatat was umpossible for me to make enough
money out of farming to pay debts Most of them filed swts
agamnst me and got judgments

I was not the only one among my nesghbors who found
himself in difficult financaal straits several others had made
mustahes or had just hut bad fortune But I made my position
more difficult because of my stubbornness My close fnends
and even the representatives of my creditors advised me t0
file for bankruptcy as a few others m the county had done

They argued thatf I wanted to pavmy bills 1 could always
do so after I got bach on my feet But the only course open t0
me 1n order to get going agam in farming was to clear myse!
of debt and start afresh

1 refused declanng bankruptey was to me a matter of
great shame 1 knew that in India af a man took out bank
ruptey he was supposed to accordimg to social custom burn
a coal o1l Jamp m hus window dunng the daytme This was
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considered to be a blot on lum and his family for 1t meant
he was repudiating his obligations No Isaid Im mot go-
mg to declare bankruptcy I am going to go out and work
whatever the hardships may be and fight 1t through”

This I did and 1t made Lfe very tough for me for several
years Particularly 1t kept me from taking advantage of oppor
tunities which my neighbors who had cleared up their debts
were enjoymg 1 had great difficulty getting credit and when
ever I made a little money I had to pay my creditors Slowly
but surely I was getting ahead and finally after several years
1 paid all my obligations I remember very distmetly that I
owed one of the o1l companies a small amount of money on 2
credit card bill When I finally made some money I went to
this company s office and the man there could not find any
account m his books which showed I owed any money T told
tum 1 knew that T owed them Finally he wrote to the Los
Angeles office and about two weeks later he got the correct
amount back and I pad the bill

When 1 look back on my life that decision to follow the
dictates of my own heart was one of the best decisions Ive
ever made
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THE FIGHT FOR CITIZENSHIP

1 4D to gve a great deal of time and effort to my job of
farming m order to make ends meet Yet I was always able to
find time to pursue my studies s well as indulge mmy hobby
of public speaking For the latter of course Ihad to wait t0
benvited But since there were not many Ph D s Tmpenal
County and T had the reputation of bemng an educated manin
a community becommg more and more intellectually mnded
1 got to speal. on an average of once a week for some avic
organization service club or lacies group Hard pressed pro-
gram charrmen of vanous groups came to know that Saund
was always available and ready to accept a speaking 1mvitd
tion whether as first chotce or as a pnch hitter I wasio the
enviable position of having a satisfying hobby and the oppor
tumty tondulge n 1t frequently My farm work kept me busy
enough but being my own boss I could always manage to
find the tume for these speaking assignments I remember one
winter 1 the late thirties when I spoke before nearly twenty
five evening church meetings of the Methodist Church the
Pasadena and Ontano 1rea

By the same token I never missed a chance to catch up o
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my reading Wherever I went on my famm work there was
frequently time between chores and I made 1t a pomt to carry
a book or a magazine to occupy those spare moments

The outwardly austere hfe on the farm in Westmorland
nevertheless provided frequent opportumties for shimulating
intellectual compamonship Our town druggist a man of wide
Iknowledge and experience was always ready to debate and
discuss political and philosophical subjects I remember once
in the company of the druggst and several other neighbors
expressing my disapproval of the waste and pomp of the
ceremomes attendant on the marnage of England s Prmcess
Elizabeth and Prince Plulip Whereupon the druggist with a
twinkle i lus eye asked me Doc as an educated man con
Vversant with the hustory and the pohiical mstitutions of Great
Brtam letme ask you if there was a vote taken m Great Brit
am today on the question of the monarchy do you beheve the
Enghsh people would vote 1 favor of 1t?

Ttold im defimitely so

Then what busmess have you to complamn as to what they

do m regard to their kang and hus family? He had me there

There was also the Current Events Club a group of some
fifteen men from Brawley and Westmorland who used to meet
alternately in each member s home every two wecks to discuss
current topics The leader would mtroduce the topic and this
was followed by free discussion debate and a lively mter
change of opintons A retwed Chicago Umwversity professor
was the spark plug of the group and the meetmgs proved a
very stumulating expertence for all of us

It was about this tume that I became a member of the
Wintergarden Toastmasters Club of Brawley I was fas
cnated wath the work of that particular group and charmed
by the wonderful companionship which it afforded and I 'be
came a loyal and devoted member of the Toastmasters I
served as president of the Brawley Club as gover
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nor of the area and later as distrset governor of Distnct No 3
composed of twenty seven clubs m San Diego and Jmpem
counties Dunng my nearly ten years of achive membership »
Toastmasters International I hid the opportumty to mak
many close and Jasting friendshaps m Impenal Valley

At our weelly meetings on Thursday mghts some thirty

bers of the Toastmasters Club would gather We begar

our meetings with a praver followed bv the pledge of al
legance to the flag Then after dumer each member woult
talk for two minutes impromptu on a predetcrmmned subject
Later four members 1n their turn gave six mumute speeches
These extemporaneous speeches were mmutely enticized and
evaluated by appomted entics from among the group Th
gave us all an excellent chance to learn how to speak extem
poraneously on our feet There 15 no doubt that for me my
membership n the Toastmasters Club compnsed a unique
preparation for my later work 1 pohtical hie I would pot
permut anvthing to iterfere with the regular Toastmasters
meetings on Thursday mghts and I always managed to plan
my farm work around them This was not duBicult for these
meetings were strtctly regulated m regard to time and never
allowed to continue any later than nine o clock During those
times when I was imgating for evample I would take my
dress swit m my car to the field with me At sixo clock T would
change 1nto my sutt set my water for three hours go to the
meetng come back to the field change back mto my wotk
clothes and go on with my imigating

As distnct governor I paid official wistts to the different
clubs m San Diego and Impenial counties and was called upon
to officiate at the openng of new clubs and present them
ther charters I greatly enjoyed these chores and they marhed
perhaps the begwning of my wterest in seehing positions of
public responsibility .

The first rule 1n public speaking 15 “know your subject
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and 1ts truth was clearly brought home to me during the
annual speech contest of District No 5 m 1945 between the
Clubs of Yuma El Centro and Brawley I was representing
my own Brawley club and m that particular contest the judges
awarded me third place I had chosen to speak on a subject
altogether new to me I had prepared my speech very care

fully and thoroughly but when I heard the judges dectsion I
was disappomted but not really surpnsed From the lack of
audience response I knew that my speech did not chek Ac

cording to the rules of the contest all three of us were to
participate 1n the district contest to be held m San Diego a
month Iater

As I'was leaving the hall a member from El Centro pulled
measideand sard  When you go to San Diego why don t you
just talk on Gandhi and give a shorter version of the speech
you made just two weeks 1go m EI Centro?”

T took hus advice and m San Diego speaking on Gandin I
won the district contest hands down The judges unammously
voted me the best speaker I leamned then and there that to
make a good speech 1t 1s not only language and dehvery that
count but 1t 15 equally mportant that the speaker know his
subject and beheve in what he 15 saymg In Brawley I could
not htde my tension from my audience aud my speech lacked
spontaneity But 1 San Diego I had assurance and confi
dence the flow was natural the feelng was honest and s
cere and the response from the audience was ievitable and
Iwon

This period of my life 1n Impenal County was full of stnfe
and struggle but 1t was not wathout 1ts compensations We
enjoyed all the advantages of a lively mtellectual atmosphere
around us and T had besides the good fortune to have a wife
who stuck by me and was willing to share alike the jovs and
sorrows of the hard bfe on a farm m Impenal Vallev This
was the time when our cluldren were growing up My wife
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and I belonged to the tenms club in Westmorland The mem
bers had refurbished the old tenms court at the school
grounds and collectively nstalled hghts for evening play
Both chuldren and grownups enjoyed the facihties of the club
and our regular tenms tournaments drew large and enthusias
tic cronds Another actvity our famuly shared together was
our month long summer vacations 1n Yosermte Valley There
we took long hikes together to such spots as the Half Dome
Merced Lake and Nevada Falls

1 had become a close part of the Amencan fe I bad mar
nied 1 Amencan gul and was the father of three American
children I was making Amenica my home Thus st was only
natural that I felt very uncomfortable not being able to be
come a atizen of the United States My social hfe may have
been full and rewarding but the political desis 1 me %as
sorely frustrated And I wanted to be a part of all Amencan
Lfe both social and poltical I was every bit as aware
of the pohtical happemngs on the Amencan scene 35
anyone around me and was acquamted with the Tustary
of Amenca and the lives of its great men T was dedicate
to what 1s called the Amencan way of hfe and vet when
1 looked 1n front of me I saw that the bars of citizenshup were
shut ight against me 1 knew if these bars were lfted T would
see much wider gates of opportunity open to me opportumty
as existed for everybody else i the United States of Amenca

Instead of crymg or complaming about the situation 1de
aded to do something about 1t The lives of the great Ame?
cans m the past and the examples of mv neighbors who ha
started hife 1n the desert agamst senous handicaps and made
good were a strong source of mspiration 1 decided to take
counsel with some of the other members of the board of direc:
tors of the Hindustan Association of Amenca 1 Impers
County and suggested to them that we do something 10 g
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eligibility iights to Amencan ertizensinp This would not only
afford us our chenished politrcal nghts but would also nullfy
the effect of Californtas Alien Land Law and thus ehminate
one of the most oppressive handicaps to our workaday busi
ness lfe The result of our discussion 1n Impertal County was
an orgamzation that became known as the India Association
of Amenca Iwas honored to be elected its first president We
established headquarters in Los Angeles and decided to enlist
the cooperation of the nearly two thousand Indian born res:
dents m the state of Cahforma

We faced a big task Two courses were open tous One was
to obtain a reversal of a former decision of the Supreme Court
of the Umted States which had declared natives of India as
meligible to citizenship and the other was to have a special
bull passed i the Congress of the United States of America I
strongly urged the latter course I felt certam that if only we
could present our story to the representatives of the Amen
can people m the Congress of the Umted States there could
neverbea po answer to our sumple plea for nghts to apply
for Amenican citizenstup

Some very smeere and able friends tried to dissuade me
from this struggle and I remember m particular a dialogue I
had with a good Amencan friend of mine who ashed me how
many Indin born residents were there in Amenca I told him
2000 or possibly 2 500

Then in a very solemn and serious mannerhe smd - Doc 1d
like to give y ou some advice Before you try to geta bill passed
by the Conggess of the United States during wartume for the
relief of 2000 poor Hindus where mmorties m the xmlhon,s'
cant get to first base you ought to have your head exammed

Ilaughed but told my friend that T had great faith in the
Amencan sense of yustice and fair play and the nghteousness
of my cause
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1 proposed to present our story to the elected representa
twes of Amenican people in Congress and I felt positive n mv
own mind that we would never be refused our request 5o
we formed our argamzation and 1 started editing a news bul
letin Strangely enough 1t tool. a great deal of work to con
vince the India born residents of Califorma It wasnt that
they didn t want citizensinp nghts but thev had suffered so
many hardships and had been knoched about so much that it
was very difficult for them to belicve that there was a chance
of our winning

Nexther my Amencan fniends nor associates n the India
Association questioned the need or the justice of our program
They just couldnt bebeve that a hard pressed strugghng
farmer 1n Impenal County should be convinced that a major
bill aumed at upsetting a histonc decision of the Umited States
Supreme Court could be passed in the Umted States Congress
My friends were smcere and meant well for me when they
urged me not to get myself mvolved in such 2 task Happily
I found from the very beginning a fast and dedrcated allv 10
a close personal fnend and associate Mr B S Sunga of
Bravley Heand I had worked together successfully before
launching and directing war bond dnves among Indians
Cahforma actiities which had helped eam us the confidence
of those people

Part of our plan was to furmsh financial assistance to some
leading Indians 1n New York urging them to make contacts
wath the members of Congress and other officials and fnends
of India to rally support for our cause We started raising 8
fund, Mr Sunga and I cach contnbuting both money and
tume We made several tnps to all parts of Calfornsa and
wrote and matled out thousands of cireular letters These all
had to be carefully and patiently lettered by hand with blach

wh 1 the Punjabs Janguage and then printed by offset Tun
dertook the letterng which cafled for hours and hours of work
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all of which T had to do at mght after I had fimshed my
worhaday tasks However soon after we got started support
began to come m from all quarters

It was not long before a bill was mtroduced m Congress
jomtly by Mrs Clare Booth Luce congresswoman from Con
necticut later United States ambassador to Italy and the
Honorable Emanuel Celler con: gressman from New York, now
the charrman of the House Judiciary Committee The Luce-
Celler bill recerved support from several liberal mtemnation
ally minded groups as well as from several powerful Amencan
churchmen Nevertheless 1t became quickly evident that sell
g the bill to Congress was not gomng to be an easy task It
was amajor prece of legislation whose effect would be to upset
alustortc American attitude toward imnugration and natural
zation The law as 1t had been interpreted by the Supreme
Court prohibited not only natrves of India but natwes of all
countriecs m Asia from becommng Amencan citizens Op
ponents of the hill feared the reaction m other countries
Asia particalarly the Philippme Islands if the ban was hfted
for the natwves of India only These questions raised serious
matters of policy and there was a sharp division over the
Luce Celler bill in congressional circles Chances for ts pas
sage were further handicapped because there was no one
particularly powerful force to push it through Suddenly the
chances for our success brghtened when at the begmning of
1946 President Truman took a special interest 1n 1ts passage
After four years of long waitmg and hard effort the Luce
Celler bull was finally passed by both houses of Congress and
signed by President Truman on July 8 1946

It was a great trumph for us all For my part I was now
free to become a citizen of the United States but I learned
that this was not an easy matter even with the permission to
apply The Department of Immigration and Naturalization
very carefully analyzes the past behavior and character of
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The complication arose from the fact that ¥ would not be a
ctizen of the Umited States a full vear by election day 1
November but I'would be a citizen for more thw oneyearon
the date when X would tahe office should ¥ win After I was
clected my opponents inmediately started a move to block
me from taling office A petition was filed m the Supenor
Court of Impenal County to void my clection on the grourds
that T had not fulfilled the citizenship requirements
medntely announced that 1 would not contest the case 1
court X took the posiion that the question of my el il ©0
that office 1nd the legality of the election had to be decided
by the court For my part Y wonld not contest st

The court granted the petihon declared my election nall
ndvord and ordered the certification of election which ba
been 1ssued to me by the county clerk to be returned. This
crcated a vacancy for the post which would have to be flled
by appowmtment by the Gounty Boaxd of Supervisors My
Inends 1 Westmorland immediately began cureulating 2 Peh]
tion addressed to the Board of Supervisors requesting that
be appomted to the position from which 1 had been barred 2};
the court order on a legal techmcality To my great del;ged
more than twice as many voters m m) judicial distrct $ig
this pctiion than had onginally voted for me m the elecbons
A simlar petition was signed by most of the mayors of mbe‘
m Impeial County the presidents and leaders of d\iferex:1
clvie wnd professionl orgamizations ancluding the chaume!
of both the Democratic and Republican county central C"”’t
mittees of Impenal County My election and the subsequen
court action agamst 1t had become the talh of the county ;ﬂt
1 discovered that most of the peaple nere on my s10¢ ;x
the supervisor representing mv own distnct was the peés "
who was to make the recommendation to th board and &
was opposed fo my nppomtment On the day set for m g



THE FIGHT FOR CITIZENSHIP

-~

all of which T had to do at mght after I hed £ _ o5 .,
workaday taskhs However soon after we got tarte oy o
began to come 1 from all quarters

It was not long before a bill was wmtroduced 1a Crr s
Jomtly by Mrs Clare Booth Luce congresswoman fr. y; Cory
necticut later Umited States ambassador to Ital , 2 €
Honorable Emanuel Celler congressman from New York rpor
the charrman of the House Judiciary Commuttee Tt Lacy
Celler hill recerved support from several hiberal mterez, ey,
allyminded groups as w ell as from several powerfu} Amp—.e;
churchmen Nevertheless 1t became quickly evident th ¢ g7
ing the bill to Congress was not gowng to be an easy tagke g
wasamajor piece of legislation whose effect would be toyr_ e
a historic Amenican atiitude toward immigration and mw:;,
zation The law as 1t had been interpreted by the Suprey ..
Court prohubuted not only natives of India but natives of 51
countries 1 Asta from becoming Amencan citizeng
ponents of the bull feared the reaction 1 other countries ,
Asia particularly the Plulippme Islands 1f the ban wag Ly, d
for the natives of India only These questions raised serigyy
matters of policy and there was a sharp dwision over the
Luce Celler bill 1 congressional circles Chances for yts pav
sage were further handicapped because there was ng’ oy,
partreularly powerful force to push 1t through Suddenly ¢,
chances for our success baghtened when at the beginning of
1946 President Truman tooh a special mterest m its passage.
After four years of long waiting and hard effort the Lyce
Celler bll was finally passed by both houses of Congress ang
signed by President Truman on july 8 1846

1t was a great trrumph: for us all For my part I was noy
free to become a citizen of the Umted States but 1 leameq
that thus was pot an easy matter even with the permission to
apply The Department of Immigrition and ?ith“’ah“hm
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each individual applicant I soon found out that the Depart
ment knew a great deal about me Because I had been active
m the support of the nationalist movement of Indza ever sice
my armval m America m 1920 the Department had quite 2
file on me and when I was called i Los Angeles to appear
before an 1nspector I was examned under oath 1n mmute
detarl The mspector knew of all the speeches that I had made
duning the past ten years where Id made them and when

You made a speech m the Philharmome Auditonum on
March 15 1942 he told me Do you have a copy of that
speech?”

No Isad Idontleep copies of my speeches However
at that time we were agitating against the continuance of
British domiance over India I must have elaborated on the
Justice of Indias demands for self rule and ended up by
damning the British rule m India

Then he said ~ You spoke 1n the Embassy Auditorum on
October 2 1945 Do you have a copy of that speech?

No sir Ianswered ButOctober 21s Mahatma Gandhis
birthday Imust have talked on Gandhi s Life and explamed
hus teachings Then as usual 1 must have ended by agamn
damning Bntish rule mn India

‘The mspector laughed He was Insh

I recerved my naturahzation papers on December 168 1949
from the Supenor Court of the county of Impernl 1 El
Centro Califorma

The local judge n the town of Westmorland was Mr Glen
Rillingsworth a close and beloved friend of mine for many
years and a leader 1 the Democratic party circles of Impensal
County At that time he was vice charrman of the Impenal
County Democratic Central Commttee and was expected to
be elected charman for the next vear I had worked un
officially with hum for many years 1» Democratic party affairs
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and I was understandably flattered when he mvited me to be
lus nmning mate as a member of the Impena! County Demo-
cratic Central Commuttee at the next pnmary election i June
1950 He wanted me to be a member of the County Central
Commuttee so that when he became chawrman he could ap
pout me the commuttee s secretary So my name was placed
on the ballot and without opposition I was elected to the
Impenal County Democratic Central Commuttee at the first
election after my citizenship Unfortunately and to my great
sorrow a few weeks after the election my beloved friend died
suddenly of a heart attack

Thad watched hum closely m his work as judge in Westmor
land for many years I admured the office and the way he filled
1t and now that I was an Amencan abzen I deaided that I
wanted to be the judge m Westmorland Accordinglv I be-
came a candidate for that office at the next general election
November 1950 At first 1t did not appear that I had much
chance No Hindu or foreigner had ever been elected to any
high office m Impenal County before that time But the judi
cial district was a small one and I personally knew nearly all
the votersmit I diately began my camp by nnging
doorbells meeting people and asking them for support m my
bid for the judgeship Slowly weck by week, my chances
seemed to brighten and to my delight and surprise on elec
tion mght I found out that I had won

Then began 2 senes of events n rapid succession which
were to teach me practical lessons 1n pohtics and test mv
mettle asanew Amencan When I filed my nommating papers
for judge the county clerk and I had studied together the
question of my eligibility for that office He saxd he would
have to take the matter up with the district attorney before
he could formally put my name on the ballot The difficulty
lay 1 the law that specified that 2 person must be a citizen
forat least one year before he could hold that particular office
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The complication arose from the fact that I would not be a
aitizen of the Umted States a full year by election day m
November but I would be a citizen for more than one j earon
the date when I would take office should ¥ win After Iwas
elected my opponents immediately started a move to block
me from taking office A petition was filed m the Supenor
Court of Impenal County to void my election on the grounds
that 1 had not fulfilled the citzenship requirements 11m
medhately announced that I would not contest the case
couzt 1 took the position that the question of my ehgibduty to
that office and the legality of the election had to be decided
by the court Formy part I would not contest 1t

The court granted the petibon declared my election rull
and void and ordered the certificatzon of election which had
been sssued to me by the county clerk to be retumed This
created a vacancy for the post which would have to be filled
by appomtment by the County Board of Supervisors My
friends m Westmorland immeduately began curculating o pett
tion addressed to the Board of Supetvisors requestig that 1
be appointed to the posstion from w hich 1 had been barred by
the court order on a legal techmicalbity To my great dehght
more than twice as many voters m my judieial distuict signed
this petiton than had ongmally voted for me in the election
A sxmilar petifion was signed by most of the mayors of aities
m ¥mpenal County the presidents and leaders of different
awie and professional orgamizations including the chasmen
of both the Democratic and Republican county central com
mittees of Impenal County My election and the subsequent
court action agamst 1t had become the talk. of the eounty X
1 duscovered that most of the people were on my side But
the supervisor representing my own district was the person
who was o make the recommendation to the board and be
was opposed to my appontment On the day set for making
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the appomntment the formalities of reading the petiions were
followed but it was quite apparent that the cards were stacked
aganst me I was passed over and a well respected busmess
man i the commumty was apponted to fill the vacancy Both
of the darly newspapers i the county came out with edtonals
m support of my cause urgng the Board of Supervisors to
appomt me At the tune the appomtment was made I had
already been a catizen for more than one year and I was
definitely eligible to hold that office I was disappomted but
by no means discouraged It was my first political battle and
victory had turned mto a defeat My opponents were more
powerful than I

But I remembered the fight that X had seen between two
boys at the Berkeley High School grounds m 1920 and de
cided that thus was the tume for me to practice a httle good
sportsmanship of my own When the case was filed m the
Supenior Court, I figured 1t was up to the court to decide on
the legal ments of the issue Thad nomoney to hire an attorney
and did not thnk 1t necessary or proper to do so After the
court declared the election null and vord 1t was the privilege
of the Board of Supervisors to make the appomtment I
thought I deserved the appomtment but the board did not
The board had made their decision under ther legal authonty
and I should have no basis for complamt

Besides I knew there was another election comng m 1952
In 1950 an amendment to the state constitution was passed
reorgamizing the lower courts 1o the state of Calhforma It
provided for elections to be held for justice court judges
throughout the state for 1952 and requured any new cand1
dates for the office of justice court judge to pass a special law
examimation to be set by the State s Judictal Council Thad de
aded to be a candidate m 1952 so I immediately ordered the
necessary lawbooks and began preparing myself The exam
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nation was not hard as I had expected and I passed very easily
and filed as a candidate for judge of Westmorland Justice
Court

Mr C F Boarts a highly 1espected colorful old resident
of Westmorland for more than forty years had served honor
ably and with distinction for many years as churman of the
school board He was a very close friend of mime and a wel
come companion He and I never did agree on political mat
ters but our arguments were always friendly Iremember him
saymg to me after my 1l starred election m 1950 Saund I
ke you Youknow we ve been friends a long time but Tdont
want you to be judge 1 Westmorland
When I ashed why he said Il be frank wath you Saund
I want an American to be the judge in Westmorland

Then I asked hum what fault he found 1n my Amencanism
and ns answer was  Well youre a kind of an Amencan, I
suppose but I can trace my own ongin to a family that came
over on the Mayflower

I congratulated him on s ancestry and then ashed hun
what precmet he voted i and whether hed voted m the Jast
election

‘What a strange question I vote n the Spruce precinct and
1 ve never missed yoting in an election since I became twenty
one years old ”

Then I asked him how many ballots he had been gnen

What a foolish question for an educated man to ash
said testily They gave me one ballot

Well Mi Boarts"Isaid Isn t that a strange comeidence
I just got one ballot too”

Another man someone I had known for more than fifteen
years and who had at times worked for me said to a fren
durng the fifty campaign “I agree that Saund would make 2
good judge but Ijust cant go for a Hindu for judge 4

As it happened this man had a large family and I found out

he
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that while he voted agamst me ten younger members of his
famuly voted for me And that generally was the pattern~
most of the young people voted for me while the older ones
my generation or older on whom I thought I could depend
for support went agamst me Prejudice and discrimmation
agamnst the Hindus and Orientals were to be found largely
among the older people but there was httle or no trace of 1t
among the younger generation

I had failed 1n mv objective to become a judge 1 1950 but
T harbored no bitterness agamnst my opponents Throughout
1951 and 1952 1 continued my actvaties m support of Com
mumty Chest drives the Boy Scouts and particularly the
March of Dimes for which I acted as chairman for two years
Also during 1951 Thad been appomted chairman of a drve to
raise funds to complete work on a swimming pool built some
twenty years earlier by the WPA but which because of a lack
of proper facilities had never been opened This big project
was sponsored by the Lions Club It happened that the prest
dent of the club who appointed me chawrman of the drive was
the same man who had filed the suit agamnst me and was
mamly responsible for blockmg me from taking over the
judgeship

Iworked hard on that mnd the other vanous campmgns The
swimming pool Im happy to say was completed and West
morland led all the towns in Impenal County with the largest
per capita collection mn the March of Dimes dnve These
vanous commumty wide efforts kept me 1 very close contact
with the people of my distnct

When the 1952 election came the bitterness of 1950 was
revived agamn However the people had not forgotten what
had happened then Most of them felt I had been done an
mjustice and this was an opportunity to correct 1t Tt was a
very bitter campaign The mcumbent judge was hughly re
spected as an estabhshed 1 m the a
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member of the church board and the head of a fine famly
Smce there were no ssues of substance the campargn re-
duced itself to a question of personalities I never sad a word
agamst my opponent My campaign slogan was 1 am not
running agamnst anybody all Im asking for 1s 2 job and 1ts
up to you to judge whether I deserve your support or not

Not only was there opposiion to me agamn on racil
grounds [ suffered an additional handicap In late 1950 there
was a vacancy for the position of postmaster i W estmorland,
and because I was a member of the Democratic County Cen
tral Commuttee 1t was up to me to make the recommendation
for that appomntment I had recommended a man who had
been a thrty year resident of the district a man widely re
spected and admired But another strong and powerful group
within the Democratic party one of them the second member
from the town on the county Central Commuttee was backing
another candidate My only objection to this new candidate
was that he had been in Westmorland only a short time There
was a big fight over this appomtment in the Impenal County
Central Committee and I had won out Among those I bad
defeated on this question were some powerful local Demo
crats ‘The bitter feehngs they harbored agamnst me carned
over to the 1952 campagn and these people were active and
vocal m their opposition to my candidacy

One day just three days before the election a promment
citizen who was opposing me bitterly saw me one mormng
the town restaurant There must have been some fifty people
1n there having their breakfast when he came up to me and
sad 1n a loud voice  Doc tell us »f youre elected will you
furnsh the turbans or will we have to buy them ourselves 1n
order to come 1nto your court?

“My fnend " Lanswered  you know me for o tolerant man
1 don't care what a man has on top of his head All 1m mter
acted 1 12 what he ¢ ot inside of 1t 7
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All the customers had a good laugh at that and the story
became the talk of the town during the next few days

I won the election and took office 1n January 1953 and
served as judge for four years until my election to the Congress
of the Umted States in 1956

When I was sworn 1n as judge the people of Westmorland
were facing a big and senous challenge The back street of
Westmorland just one block north from the man Highway
99 had become a den of vice It was known evervwhere that
for all practical purposes the street was wide open and that
prostitutes and gamblers drew patrons from as far as one
hundred or more miles away One had only to drive through
the street at any hime of mght to see hundreds of new ont-of
town automobiles parhed jammed one agamst the other on
both sides It was generally beheved by the citizens of the
town that the operators of the back street establishments
were getting protection from the town police T had resolved
that if elected T would bend every effort to clean the town of
these conditions But before moving ahead I wanted to make
sure I would have the solid support of the townspeople To
that end I sought the advice and assistance of the munster of
the Community Church We then jomtly prepared a petstion
addressed to the City Council of Westmorland asking that
the back street be cleaned up The petiion was circulated by
the minister and was signed by all the leading citizens of
Westmorland, mcluding my predecessor as well as some of
my most bitter opponents n the election Those who opposed
the clean up drive ymmeduately threatened me with 2 recall
petition hoping to capitabize on the fact that I had been
elected by the very narrow margn of thurteen votes However
by this tune any bitterness the campaign might have en
gendered had disappeared and the majonty of the voters
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thought of me as a fellow citizen who had the community s
best interests at heart

The knowledge that I had most of the people of Westmor
land sohdly behind me was most encouraging but despite
this heartening support I soon levmed that I could hope for
httle help from either the city council or the police department
of the town

In realistic terms the problem came down to ndding the
communuty of the crimmal element wluch owned and oper
ated the gambling houses and bordellos Most of these men
and women were well heeled and well wnformed crimmals
They knew how to get police protection and as insurance
agamnst further trouble they always mamntamed close contact
with expensive and able cnmnal lawyers In addition to
gambling and prostitution the back street was becommg a
center for the peddling of dope It seemed clear to me the best
way to get at those running these filthy busimesses was to
bring them to book on minor misdemeanor charges

My readers will recall that when the federal authonties
finally succeeded m putting Al Capone behind bars in 2 fed
eral pnson 1t was on the comparatnvely mmor charge of
evading payment of federal income tax Long-drawn out and
expensive lawsuits have never held any awe for hardened
cnmunals but they always tremble 1n fear of a jail sentence

In 1950 the district attorney had tried seven separate cases
for misdemeanor charges in the Westmorland Justice Court
but each case ended m a hung jurv and no conviction This
hadleft the distnct attorney wath the feehng thatit was impos
sible to obtam a conviction i Westmorland agamst any of
the operators on the back street This however was wrong
The trouble lay elsewhere andt became clear soon after the
citizens commuttee to nid the town of vice was formed 1
1953

In Calformia courts dunng musdemeanor trals both the
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prosecution and the defense not only have the pnvilege of
challenging jurors for cause but m addition both prose
cution and defense are allowed ten peremptory challenges
without cause Thas gves ample opportumty for both sides to
nd the jury of any objectionable persons who mav be preju
diced one way or the other In a small commumty like West
morland where the jury st 15 normaily small and where the
relationships of the residents are quite mtimate and evcrybody
1s everybody else s neighbor the task of getting an mapartial
jury for the trial of 2 local resident 1s normally difficult Under
those crrcumstances 3t 1s not difficult to understand why most
of the cases had ended 1n hung jures A defense attorney had
only to be certaw of one person on the jury who would hold
out to the end for acquittal mn order to get a hung jury

Before the 1933 tnals m the justice court had started the
atizens of the town were begmning to smart under the
epithets that were bemg appled to Westmorland throughout
Impenal County It had reached a pomt where the children
from Westmorland gomg to school 1 Brawley were subject
to jeers and johes about therr home town from their fellow
students m other towns of the county

The Westmorland citizens committee among its other
duties was fully prepared to assist the district attorney m the
selection of impartial junies At the same tune thanks to the
drive to improve conditions m the town more cibzens were
ready and willing to serve as jurors The result was qluckly
evident The defendants receved faur trials there was no
fixing, of the Junes and those clearly guilty began to recene
gulty verdicts

It had become the custom m our city court for the police to
haul the prostitutes n once a month and charge them with
vagrancy whereupon they were fined $100 apiece and let go
After my election when the first batch was hauled nto my
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court mstead of a $100 fine they each got a muety day sen
tence in the county jail somethmg nesther the defendants nor
the police were prepared for That was the begmmng and the
end of that lind of vagrancy case bemg brought mto my
court by the aity pohce

Together with 2 commuttee of the townspeople I sought
the help of the district attorney and the United States Depart
ment of Immigration m this work Most of the guls on the
back street had been brought mnto the country illegally from
across the border i Mextcalt The Immigration Department
Jmowmg this would raxd the houses and then haul the grrls
mnto my court on vagrancy charges I would then gue the
guls a stern and scanfving lecture sentence them to mmnety
days 1n the county jarl suspend the sentence and put them
on probation for two years on condition that thev not
wviolate any federal state or local laws And I made it clear
that of they were ever agam caught n Westmorland they
would have to spend 2 great deal of time m the jul 1 El
Centro The guls were then turned over to the immigration
authorittes who deported them to Vexicah

For a time this worked very well for word spread quickly
all through Mexicah about the tough new judge 1n Westmor
land and the gals were unwillmg to nisk 3 lengthy j sen
tence However therr bosses m W estmorland were not to be so
eastly cowed Some of them searched out the deported gils
Meucalt pronused them full police protection and brought
them back to Westmorland As soon as these guh were v
rested for the second time they were made to serve theyt
sentences m the county jail W had a few ernunal ¢ases
agamst same of the owners of the establishments 1o the back
street However the final showdown came when the big vice
lung and hus wife the queen of the back street were cb:ugcd
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with contributing to the delinquency of a mimor i their com
bination gambling house and bordello

The vice queen of Westmorland was a notorious character
who had been previously convicted m federal court on a
narcotics charge and had served a prison sentence m a federal
pemtentiary When she appeared before me she was charged
with two counts of misdemeanor and one of contributing to
the delinquency of 2 mmor In each case a seventeen year
old Mewcan gul whom she had allegedly smuggled mto
Westmorland was mvolved I bound her over to the Superior
Court on the charge of contnbuting to the delinquency of 2
mmor and she was tried before a jury m my court on the two

d charges She d the best known crimmal

lawyer 1 Impenal County It was a long and tinng tral for
I was charged with decidmg many unportant questions re
lating to procedure and the admissibility of evidence

The defendant was found guilty as charged and when she
came before me for sentencmg she tearfully pleaded for
mercy She brought out the fact that she was sick that ¥f I
gave her a jail sentence she would be n danger of having her
probation from a previous federal prison sentence revoked

Itoldher “When you came to me at the trme this case was
filed agamst you you begged me to heep the name of your
daughter out of the case and I acceded to your request Then
Thad some tespect foryou but Iamnot gong to show youany
mercy at this time because you should have known that this
gul to whose delmquency you have contnbuted so flagrantly
and without compassion also has a mother”

T therefore gave her the full penalty of the law one year m
the county jail and a $1 000 fine

The case agamst her husband was to come up for trnal a
weeklater but he forfeited hus bail and fled 1nto Metico This
man w1s a braggart He openly declared he was ruler of the
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back street and iked to be called Marstro” No effort was
made by the district attorney or the shenff to have the man
extradited and brought to trral  Tmpenial County Al the
law enforcement officers mncluding myself were glad and
happy to be nid of that notorsons character for good

After the vice queen had been lodged m the county jul
and her husband had fled the country the back of the resist
ance agatnst our move to clean up the back street was broken
We bad several minor cases agamst the hold outs but each
time 1 held to my pattern of meting out stif jul sentences
Finally 1t was brought home to the old time purveyors of
vice and the owners of the different jomts on the bach street
that there was nomercy to be had in the Westmorland Justice
Court They grve up m desperation The net result was that
within a vear from the begtnning of the people s cumpargn to
rid Westmorland of vice the doors of these ewil establish
ments were loched and boarded for good

The distnct attorney and I had worked hard but without
the sohd backing of the communsty as a whole and the will
ingness of the citiens to serve as jurors it would not have
been possible for me or the distnct attorney to have suc
ceeded m our dave

Before the crachdown the chientele of the bac). street joints
m Westmorland consisted of two separate and dustinct graups
One was made up of Amercans from nearby commumities
and from towns as distant as one hundred mles away This
group began to thi out rather quickly as word of the trals
and my attitude toward the defendants spread The second
groupwas made up m large number of Mextean nationals who
had come to Imperial Valley tHlegally or on contracts to work
on the farms i the area who came to Westmorland to drnk
yamble and visit the prostitutes This group was hept awa¥
by the mere presence of immigration offictals ;m the town
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Before long the proprietors of the gambling houses bars and
bordellos found out that they were not makmg the sort of
money they used to Besides there was the constant danger
of their beng ordered tomy court for tnal on various charges
Smnce those men were there to make money they began to
decamp and soon the back street was all but an empty and
desolate ghost street

In the early part of 1953 1 addition to my duties as judge
m Westmorland I had also to preside regularly at the justice
court i the county seat of El Centro where I had been
assigned as acting judge by order of the State s Judicial Coun
cil The local judge was sick and I was assigned to act m his
place In El Centro as in Westmorland I had to decide many
nportant cases

One I recall particularly was a charge agawnst the wealthy
owner of a food market for doctorng his hamburger He had
been charged wath a sumilar offense a year before and on a
plea of guilty had gotten off with a small fine This time he
made a deal with the district attorney to plead guity 1f the
district attorney would recommend that no jail sentence be
tmposed 1 heard the case and the recommendation of the
district attorney The man pleaded gulty and I forthwith
fined lum $250 gave him a suspended jail sentence of one
year and placed him on probation for two years on condition
that he appear before my court every two weeks and sign an
affidavit under oath that during the previous two weeks he
had not violated any of the Pure Food laws Inimposing sen
tence I said Its bad enough for a housewfe mn this period
of isng costs to pay the high prices for the food she buys but
1t 15 a shame that m the Umted States of America she should
be paymg money to buy poison i our local markets My re
marks were picked up and quoted widely and I was happy to
learn they had particular impact on other local food markets
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Another case that was given wide pubheaty m law enforce
ment circles throughout Calforma 1mvolved a Westmorland
traffic officer At four thirty one morming he had stopped a
dnver of a car on the charge that he was exceeding the West
morland town speed hout When he started writing hus ticket
the driver complamned that he was being treated unfanly that
he had not 1n fact exceeded the twenty five mile speed Lumt
At thus the officer became furious and used abusive language
m front of the man hss wife and Iis daughter When this
motonst appeared 1 my court to answer the speeding charge
he told me the story and later asked permission to file 2 com
plamt aganst the officer of disturbing the peace I accepted
the complant, and the officer was brought to tmal on the
charge of disturbing the peace which mcludes mn its broad
definstion the use of abusive language 1 front of women or
children I found the officer gmity of the charge and gave
him a thurty day suspended jail sentence and a $100 fine In
pronouncing sentence Isaid “It 1s not an even contest when
an armed policeman starts cussmg an unarmed citizen”

In the larger courts of El Centro and Brawley one after
noon each week was set aside for the convening of the small
claims court These courts were designed to facilitate the ad
judication of claums up to one hundred dollars without the
delay and expense of regular civil action Four spectal pro-
visions 1 the law deserve mention Furst no attorney was per
mutted to parheipate in any actions before the small clums
court Second no action 1 the court could be filed by an
assignee which kept all professional collection agencses out
of the picture Thurd the dectsion of the court was final and
binding on the plaotsff and not subject to appeal Fmally the
plamtdl was obligated to accept not only the amount of judg
ment but the mazner of payment which might be set up by
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the court For a fee of fifty cents a plamtuff could have a case
filed 1n the court

T understood the necessity of the small claums court and
believed 1 the necesstty of adhenng to the letter and spint
of 1ts provisions A majonty of the cases were uncontested or
unchallenged because they mvolved mostly current delm
quent accounts of merchants or fees for professional services
rendered

The court was authonized to gather testumony on small
clams court cases outside of the regular court proceedngs
Whenever there was any doubt I used totake advantage of the
services of the court constable to go out and gather evidence
for me Quite often the defendants did not appear Yet m
doubtful cases before I rendered a default judgment T would
send the constable out and collect any testimony that might be
available Besides Ialways hesitated to give a judgment to the
plamtiff without allowing the defendant an opportunty to
setup a schedule of small payments by whrch to Lqudate hus
debt I would take time sometimes to the annoyance of the
functionanes mn the court with each defendant explammg to
i the dangers of having a judgment rendered agamst hum
I vould pomt out that judgment could be used agamst a
workingman to garnishee hus salary and could cause a great
deal of annoyance I would always urge the defendants to
make every effort to set up a schedule which they could
safely meet This worked quite well m most cases and the
real purpose of the law was thus well served without undue
hardship to the debtors

The small clauns actions afforded an excellent opportumty
without expense for credutors to obtamn judgment agamnst their
debtors Smce the creditors were always well mformed as to
the provisions of the law the only way the full protection of
the law could be guaranteed to the debtors was for the judge
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to use hus authonty to set np for them a reasonable schedule
of payments 1 found this to be extremely helpful in savmg
many a careless debtor from serious embarrassment later on
1 knew of cases where good workers because of therr negh
gence m paying certamn bills had had judgments rendered
aganst them and because of garnishments of their wages
afterward by unser £ 1 collection
had lost thesr jobs

My udicial abibities were most severely tested however
by the famtly quarrels that occastonally came before my
court It sometunes happened that a citizen under the mn
fuence of iquor would i the course of a famuly fight be
come violent These cases were mvanably brought to my
notice by the wife complaming of her husband It was the
custom i my court to have the wife sign a formal com
plamt This gave me the authonty to have the offendg
spouse brought before me There was never apy mtention on
my part to prosecute the husband and m most of the cases
the man would still be drunk when he was brought mto
court. I would let hun sleep it off 1n juil overmght The nest
momng m court he was not only hung over but smcerely
repentant By that time the wafe would also have been moved
somewhat toward forgaveness My tactie was to give the man
m question a good suff lecture and threaten him with it for
stxmonths At this he would wail about his job and Ins family
1d tell im he needn t worry about that

“The county of Impenal will take care of your famly " ¥d
say “and, m the meantune we'll put you m jai so you can
saber up for about s1x months ¥ want you to understand that
T wll not countenance any violence toward any women 2
my judical district *

“Tears of sorrow and remorse would then begin to 1ssue from
both husband and wife After a bit I would tell the man {8

1
v ¥ &'
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many mstances someone 1 had known for many years) Tl
let you go this tume 1f you will promise me never agan to
strike your wife I shall let you go this tume on probation and
if you ever strike your wife agam Im gomng to have you
piched up and thrown m jail This always seemed to work
very well and the husband and wife would be m each others
arms as they left the court When word got around how
tough I was m these cases they began to dimuish i number
And as far as I know none of the men who were released on
probation ever has broken 1t

In 1954 for the first time the Democratic party entered
a candidate m the general election for the position of con
gressman for the 29th Congressional Distnict Up to that
tme under the cross filing system of California the mcum
bent congressman had succeeded m wmnimng the election m
the prmary by wnning both the Democratic and Republican
nommations In 1954 T had been elected chairman of the Im
penal County Democratic Central Committee The 29th Con
gressional District 1s composed of Rwverside and Impertal
counties Riverside County 15 the larger of the two and con
tams more than 80 per cent of the voters of the distnct Mr
Bruce Shangle the nommee of the Democratic party was a
tesident of Ruverside County and had to spend most of lus
time campaigning there and thus 1t was not easy for hum to
pay much attention to Imperial County He knew the elec
tion would be decided m Riverside County and so 3t fell on
my shoulders to manage his campaign 1n the county of Im
penal In this capacity 1 had the opportumty to represent
ham in public meetings and at one tme I had to appear on the
same platform with his opponent the mcumbent Republican
congressman Mr John Phillips It was s habit to make a
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tour of Impenal County each election year and speal before
all the service clubs Durmg this particular campaign year
with the help of the Democratic members m the service clubs
T amanged to follow Mr Phullips during hss tour This gave
me a chance to talk on behalf of the Democratic nominee
To do thus T had to make a study of the national issues m the
campaign This i ture gave me a good msight into the work
mgs of a congressional office and the duties a congressman
has to perform The Democratic candidate was not success
ful and indeed was easily defeated by the Repubhean con
gressman

However he did so well under the dificult circumstances
facing hun that st gave encouragement to the leaders of the
Democratic party m the 29th Congressional District From
the day of our candidate s defeat m 1954 there was talk of
putting up a strong candidate with umited suppert behand
hun from both Riserside and Tmperal countses 1 the 1956
congressiona] elections

At the begmning I never thought of becoming 2 candidate
myself After several conferences between the Riverside and
Imperal County Democratic party leaders 1t became evident
that there wasn tany outstandim g canddate from Democrabic
party ranhs who would have the support of the party organs
zation and at the same time be willing to spend the tme and
the effort required to make a successful campaign

As chairman of the Imperial County Democratic Centril
Com 1 really b a ber of the Demo-
cratic Executive Commuttee of the state of Calfornz In
addition T was elected as one of the members of the twenty
mine member steenng commttee dunng the years 1955 and
1956 The steermg commattee was composed of represent?
tives of the different clements mn the full exccutive commitiee
T was elected by the chawrmen of the different southern Cali
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fornia county commuttees This gave me a splendid oppor
tumty to become personally acquamted with the leaders of
the Democratic party m the state of California and at the
national level as well

By about September 1955 I began receiving assurances of
support from important Democratic leaders m Riverside
County should I ever decide to become a candidate for Con
gress Then Mr Shangle our candidate m 1954 assured me
that 1f I decided to run n 1956 he would give me hus full
support This endorsement was most sigmficant because of
the high regard m which Mr Shangle was held personally
throughout the 29th Cong 1 District to say nothung of
Ius prestige as titular head of the party in the distnet That s
when T first started entertammg the thought of running for
Congress m 1956

I had lived 1 Imperial County for many years and as
Judge of the justice court had presided over the courts in the
different cities of the county My name had become quite
well known and dunng the 1954 campaign my activities on
behalf of the party nominee had attracted sufficient notice so
that T felt confident of loyal support from my party m Im
penal County But i Riverside County I was an ulter stranger
except for my acquamtance wath the members of the Demo-
cratic County Central Commuttee there and other promment
party leaders

By the end of October 1955 I had defimtely made up my
mind to become a candidate To 2 considerable extent Iatent
ambitions n me to become a public officral might have been
aroused by my close assoctation and day to day work with the
leaders of the Democratic party mn Califorma The two pett
tions that were circulated and signed by most of the members
of the Democratic County Central Commuttee of Ruverside
and Imperial urgng me to run had helped nounsh those ambt
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tour of Impenal County each election year and speak before
all the service clubs Durmg this partreular campaign year
with the help of the Democratic members i the seryice clubs
I arranged to follow Mr Phallips dunng hus tour This gave
me a chauce to talk on hehalf of the Democratic nommee
To do this  had to make a study of the national issues 1 the
campaign This 1 turn gave me a good msight mto the work
mgs of a congressional office and the duties a congressman
has to perform The Democratic candidate was not success
ful and wdeed was eastly defeated by the Republican con
gressman

However he did s0 well under the difficult circumstances
facing hum that 1t gave encouragement to the Jeaders of the
Demoeratic party m the 29th Congressional District From
the day of our candidates defeat m 1954 there was tall of
puttmg up a strong candidate wath united support behind
him from both Riverside and Impenal counties m the 1956
congressional elections

At the beg) ¢ I never thought of t g 2 candidite
myself After several conferences between the Rwverside and
Impenal County Democratic party leaders it becime evident
that there wasn t any ding candidate from D t
party ranks who would have the support of the party orgam
2ation and at the same time be wslling to spend the time and
the effort required to make a successful campaicn

As chairman of the Impenal County Democratic Centra}
C ¥ aut really b a ber of the Demo-
cratic Executne Committee of the state of Califorma In
addition I was elected as one of the members of the twenty
nwe member steering commuttee dunng, the years 1935 an
1956 The steering was composed of rep ta
tnves of the different elements in the full executive committee
1 was elected by the chairmen of the different southem Calt




v

CANDIDATE SAUND

In mud November 1955 one hundred friends from Ruverside
and Imperial County gathered at Indio Cabforma and en
dorsed me as Democratic candidate for Congress in the forth
coming 1956 election I accepted the endorsement and from
that day on T was an avowed candidate and there was no
turning back W hile the meeting 1tself was a source of grat:
tude and satisfaction to me I realized that these friends of
mine had come only to pay a personal trbute While they
were willing to give me all the support they possibly could I
knew they felt deep n thewr hearts that there really wasnt
much chance of my winmng the election and gomg to
Congress

The first big break m my candidacy came a month later
Mr Philhips the incumbent congressman a veteran of forty
years of public service 1 his seventh term in the House of
Representatives announced that he would retire at the end
of hus current term and not be a candidate forre election This
threw the race wide open Wathin a month eight candidates
had announced their mtention to run m the June pnmary two
Democrats and six Republicans

Among the Republican candidates were a school prncrpal,
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a schoolteacher 2 member of the Rwerside City Comnel a
retired navy admral and the scion of a hughly respected
proneer famuly of landowners m Ruerside County a man
nimed Fred Eldndge The sixth candidate was the world
famous avatnx Jacquelne Cochran Odlum wnner of manv
prizes 1 the fleld of aviation leader of the women fliers durng
World War II and wife of the multimilbonawe financer
Floyd Odlum

On the Democratic side were myself and a well known
Reverside County attorney Mr Carl hegley a man active i
Cahforma politzes who at one tuue had been a candidate for
au](:mey general of the state of Californta on the Demoeratic
ticket

At the start my campaign committee had an mportant de-
aision to make Should my name appear on the ballot as “Dr”
because I had a Ph D degree or Judge” becuse I wasa
judge of the justice court? We decided I should be listed as
Judge D § Sawnd Among my personal fniends and political
assocsates I was known as Judge Saund and 1t was considered
proper that 1 keep that title durmg the campaign Also smee
the first pubhc office to which I was elected after I became a
eibizen of the United States ws judge of the justice court, the
title had a spectal meaning to me Henceforth I was known
as Judge Saund, a candidate for Congress

Cross filing was the rule in Cabifornia and seven out of the
eyght candrdates had declared thewr mtention o file op both
the Democratic and Republican tichets Even before the
1956 campaign began things were hummimng politieally 1n the
29th Congressional District All the candidates » ere very ac
tive and confident and a Inely campaiga and 2 wide open
race seemed assured The prize was membership mn the House
of Representatives of the United States of Amenca represent
mg two large sprawlhng counties m the umque colorf
desert area of southern California
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The official party organizations the Republican and Demo
cratic Central commttees were not permitted by law to en
dorse any candidate before the pnmanes But the unoffictal
party organizations among the Democrats the Democratic
clubs were anxious to hear the two Democratic candidates
Thus 1 had plenty of opportunities to appear on the same
platform with my opponent before the different Democratic
clubs of the two counties The six Republican candidates
sumilarly appeared before the vanous Republican groups It
became apparent that the voters would have a choice be
tween eight candidates who represented a wide range and
vanety of political opinion There were ultraconservative can
dudates on the Republican side and on the Democratic side
two iberals On two occasions all eight candidates were m
vited to appear on the same platform and there Thad a chance
to meet my opponents 1n person and find out just where they

Before very long 1t was clear that the Republican race had
narrowed atself down to Mrs Odlum and Fred Eldndge and
throughout the perod precedmg the primary election I
seemed to be the favorite on the Democratic side But then
the primary campaign started to get extremely bitter in both
the Democratic and Republican camps

My Democratic opponent began efforts to have me dis
qualified as a candidate on the techmeal grounds that I had
not been a cihizen of the United States for seven years Ac
cording to the Constitution 2 man has to be twenty five years
of age and a cihizen for seven years before he can become 2
member of the House of Representatives My opponent filed
a petition first 1n the Appellate Court and later m the Su
preme Court of the state of Califorma, askang for an injunction
enjomng the county clerks of Ruverside and Impenal coun
ties from placing my name on the ballot This gave me my first
good break in the campaign
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a schoolteacher a member of the Riverside City Ce
retired navy admiral and the scion of a hghly rc
pioneer famly of landowners 1 Raverside County
named Fred Eldndge The sixth candidate was the
famous aviatrix Jaequeline Cochran Odlum winner o
prizes in the field of aviation Ieader of the women fliers «
World War II and wife of the multumlhonaire fin
Floyd Odlum

On the Democratic side were myself and a well L
Riverside County attorney Mr Carl Regley a man actt
California politics who af one time had been a candidat
attorney general of the state of California on the Demoa:
ticket

At the start my campaign commttee had an important
ciston tomahke Should my name appear on the ballot as I
because T had a Ph D degree or Judge because 1wz
Judge of the yustice court? We decided I should be listed
Judge D § Saund Among my personal fnends and politsc
assocates I was known as Judge Saund and it was considere
proper that I keep that tifle dunng the campaign Also s1¢
the first public office to which I was elected after I became®
citizen of the United States w s judge of the justice court, th
title had 2 special meaning to me Henceforth I was knows
as Judge Saund a candidate for Congress

Cross filing was the rule in California and seven out of the
eght candidates had declared therr intention to file on both
the Democratic and Republican tichets Even before the
1956 campaign began things were humming politcally 1 the
29th Congressional District All the candidates were very ac-
tive and confident and a lively campaign and a wide open
race seemed assured ‘The prize was membership n the House
of Representatives of the United States of Amenca rcprcscnf
g two large sprawlng counties n the unique colorful
desert area of southen Califorma
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over the eligibility or qualifications of members of the House
of Representatives because the Constitution 15 explert that
the sole judge of the qualifications of a member of the House
of Representatives 1s the House of Representatives 1tself

On the day the case was filed and agam on the day of the
heanng before the Appellate Court and then again when the
Supreme Court acted my name was all over the front pages
of every newspaper i the district In addition to the publicity
these cases turned out to be highly favorable to me in another
way The American people behieve 1 giving contestants an
even chance m any contest political or otherwise and they
don t like 1t when one of the contenders tnes to have s op
ponent knocked out before he has a chance to get mto the
ning 1 had become a defimte underdog and at no time 1n my
opwmion, 15 that a handicap m a political race

As election time neared my Democratic opponent became
ereasingly violent 1 his attacks on me He quoted passages
from my book, My Mother Indwa quite out of context and
ran a virulent full page ad 1 the newspapers of both counties
In addition he attacked me severely m several radio broad
casts I pard Iittle attention to these attacks and m fact re
fused to histen to the radio broadcasts Indeed the full page
ad was of such a nature that the three leading daily papers m
the district refused to prmt 1t on grounds that 1t was Libelous
My frnends were angry and disturbed over all this but I
couldnt let 1t bother me 1n the least I had posively and
definitely made up my mimnd to present myself as a candidate
for the high office of congressman on my own ments and not
say a word agamnst my opponent 1 thus never felt the need
nor the destre to answer his charges

Later i the general election the Republican campaign also
it hard at my being born 1n India Every effort was made to
make 1t appear that I was an Indian not an Amencan Innews
paper ads I was not called D S Saund but Dalip Singh m
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Ing letters and Saund mn small letters Tlus sort of practice was
widespread but apparently 1t did not hurt my candidacy
either i the primary or general election

In the primary election I won the Democratic nomnttion
hands down with a tremendous majonty Mrs Odlum won the
Republican nomumation only by a close margmn from her run
ner up Fred Eldndge but she receved 2 larger combined
Republican and Democratic vote than T did She was i the
lead and thus started her campmign for the November general
election with a fair assurance of victory

My friends and I decided that the hey to a successful cam
paign lay 1n finding and creating opportunities for me to be
seen and heard m public by 1s many people as possible m
Tuverside County Barbecues scemed to be the answer With
the cooperation of the different Democratic groups and my
supporters m the various communities of Riverside County
we began to sponsor a sexies of free barbecues The meat w1s
furmished by my commuttee m Impenal County and my
friends and nexghbors in Westmorland prepared the barbecue
and hauled 1t fresh from the put to the town where the barbe
cue rally was to be held The local Democratic clubs fur
mished the hall the beans the salad the coffee and the buns
Thas sort of program proved very successful We had barbecue
rallies 1 nearly a dozen communities 1 Riverside County
Thanks to the jomt efforts of the local Democratic clubs 2
good deal of enthustasm was aroused Crowds ranged from
two hundred and fifty to fifteen hundred and the average was
between three hundred and four hundred

But the barbecue rallies 1n my behalf were peanuts com
pared to the one big free barbecue which my opponent Mrs
Odlum staged 1n the Riverside County fairgrounds 1 her
home commumity of Indto This event was widely adv ertised
and attracted a large crowd Mrs Odlum was of course 2
celebnty m her own night, but she added other attrachons
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and among those who appearcd on the program at her bar
becue were Bob Hope and Rin T Tm

T had won the 10n of the Dx 1c party but I
faced a number of formdable handicaps as I started the
campaign I was m the first place running for Congress on
the Democratic ticket m a district that had never elected a
Democrat to Congress m 1ts entire history My opponent was
a colorful world famous aviatrx as well as a diligent hard
workng capable and imagmative campasgner To give an
tlustration on the day nommations were filed 1 the two
counties my friends dutifully trudged about crrculating the
petitions to get the requred number of signatures 1 an ordy
nary way Mrs Odlum however took off mn her private plane
and made stops at dufferent towns and crties m both counties
Her supporters along with as many reporters and photog
raphers as they could round up met her at the awport where
Ber petition was signed wth great fanfare by promment citt
zens of the town

Inaddition my opponent s campaign had a secret mgredient
~money Not only did I lack this but there was an acate
shortage of nich supporters for my cause Mrs Odlum on the
other hand was the wife of one of the wealthtest men m the
country Our Democratic party orgamzation was very enthu
siastic but 1t had been only recently organtzed My opponent
was the personal fnend of the President of the United States
who 1n 1906 was at the height of his populanty

Our campaign attracted nationwide publicity Mrs Odlum
Was a national figure a colorful personality with a Cmderella
Iike success story while I was a native of India seeking a lugh
office no one of mv race had ever held Ttme magazine de
voted a full page article to the campaign m June 1956 half
of the page was devoted to my opponent and half to me
Newspapers all over the United States carried stones and
national attention was focused on our particular congressional
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battle This brought national figures of both political parties
to the district Vice President Nixon came to Rverside to
speak for Mrs Odlum while the highly popular governor of
Tennessee Frank Clement the keynote speaker of the 1956
Democratic convention gave a dramatic and eloquent en
dorsement of my candidacy before an overflow Democratic
rally at Riverside

When we saw we lacked funds to buv space on commereral
billboards always an expensive item m a pohtical campaign
we made our own using 4 x 8 foot sheets of plywood The
committee furmshed these homemade billboards and volun
teers in the different towns 1n the district got permission from
property owners to place them on vacant lots m cities and
strategrc sites along the highways and roads m the arex We
had seventy five signs prnted reading ELECT JUDGE
SAUND 1m red letters on a blue background and the name
SAUND stretching from border to border These were put up
throughout the district and were apparently quite effective
Being homemade they attracted attention and the huge
letters of my name were eye catching

During the months of July August September and Octo-
ber scores of other volunteer workers walked the streets of
the towns m both counties nmging doorbells and passing out
literature on my behalf One lady a resident of the Palm
Springs area Mrs Amy Croft converted her house trader
mtoa Saund for Congress” headquarters She stocked 1t with
Iiterature placed large signs  Elect Judge Saund Congress
man ” on both sides and pulled her trailer from town to town
behind her car She would go to a town park her traler m 2
promusing spot and stay there for several days passing out
Iiterature putting up placards in promment places and talk
ing to as many people as she could. Then she would move ot
to the next town This devoted friend and inspired worher
ended her tour by parking her trailer at the business intersec-
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ton n the town of Riverside the largest city m the distnet
Soon the effectiveness of the trailer became evident to my
opponent and Mrs Croft was ashed to move from that loca
tion But there was no trouble finding another good spot—t
happened to be a lot owned by a well known Democratic
businessman Mr Bill Slape

Another lady Mrs Alice Teeple left her home 1 Coachella
Valley rented an apartment i Riverside and served as a
volunteer m charge of the Saund for Congress headquarters
She was responsible for registering hundreds of voters and
helped to orgamze the precinct workers for the election day
effort of gettmg voters to the polls

With the exception of four or five small weeklies out of
nearly forty daly biweekly and weekly newspapers the
press was sohdly Republican and solidly opposed to me The
29th Congressional District was defimtely and histoncally a
safe Republican district and 3t was therefore extremely dif
ficult for me to recewve financial support even from the or
dmmary pro Democratic sources They all sympathized with
me sincerely and they were honest m thetr apprectation of
my efforts but when 1t came to contributing money we mght
as well have ashed them to bet a hundred to-one shot at
the race track

But 1f money was lacking help was not The volunteer
workers people such as Mrs Croft Mrs Teeple and Indio
busmessman Mr Frank Tebo were marvelous In addion to
the efforts of the regulars and volunteers one of the greatest
contnbuting factors to my success at the polls was the hard
work done by the members of my ymmediate famly Even
before the prumary election and then throughout the gen
eral election campaign all the members of my farmily—
my wife three children my son n law and my daughter
u law—were busy rngmng doorbells and passing out Litera
ture One tume we calculated that members of my family
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had passed out 11000 Saund cwculars before the pn
mary election i Riverside alone My wife was teaching school
at the time and my youngest daughter was a student at
U CL.A Durng the summer vacation they rented an apart
ment i Faverside and orgamzed and carried on an intensive
campaign of registration They must have called on thou
sands and thousands of homes and they gathered about them
scores of volunteer workers This proved to be extremely
effective On weehends they were jomed by my son my eldest
daughter my sonin law and my daughter m law
All of my cluldren are college grad and so were my
daughter  law and son m law together and separately they
made a hughly favorable impression I recall that a few days
before the electton T was having dinner at a popular restau
rant near Raverside A prominent Raverside lawyer whom I
had known only casually came to my table to say Judge
youand your family have made a big impression on the people
of Raverside County and 1f we don t vote for you for Congress
1tH be because we want to give President Essenhower &
Republican Congress »
While he was tallng to me another gentleman who had
been listening came up and warmly shook my hand and sard
Now look here Judge dont you worry He may vote for
anybody but Im gomg to vote for you
To this day more than three years after that campaign
people stull come up tome to say “T met your daughter”  or
ur son m Jaw colled at my house  and that s when I
decided that I was going to vote for you ” They speah sum
farly of my wife and my other children who campaigned 50
patiently and so well Thus T have no doubt that one of the
biggest contributing factors i my election was the Farnaly s
effort on my behalf
Although 1956 was a prestdential election year as wellas 2
year m which the state of Cahformia was to elect 2 new Unit




CANDIDATE SAUND 107

States senator the mam mterest of the voters of Ruverside
and Impenial counties was centered on the race for congress
man of therr district This proved most helpful to me smce 1t
made 1t that much easter for me to get a hearmg People
everywhere were eager to meet me personally and learn my
views on the 1ssues m the campaign

My opponent was positively opposed to any farm subsidy
while I believed {and still do) that farmers need government
Protection m order to et a fair share m the economic rewards
of our Amenican ife I cited as an example the fact that while
farmers constituted 13 per cent of the population m the
United States they recewved only 6 per cent of the total
Bational mcome 1 had farmed in Imperial County for tw enty
five years and T was thoroughly acquamted with the problems
i the Impenial Coachella and Palo Verde valleys particu
Larly 1n regard to their vital need for a contmuous and con
trolled supply of water from the Colorado FRaver

The mam campaign theme of the opposition was that
President Exsenhower would need a Republican Congress m
Washington Coupled with this Mrs Odlum hammered at the
Ppowmt that because she knew the President personally because
she was well acquamted with people m 1mportant positions
m Washington and because of the great mfluence her hus
band wielded n financial circles she would be able to accom
plish big things for her congressional distrzct and be able to
bnng new mdustries mto the area

My answer to this was that I did not clamm to have any m
fluence m Washmngton or expect to obtam any special favors
for the people of my district because of my intimate acquaint
ances with people n high places And yet I made 1t quite
plam that T was no Johnny come lately in politics At that
tme Iwas a ber of the top lead hip of the D 10
party m the state and had become personally acquamted wath
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had passed out 11000 Saund crculars before the pn s
mary election 1 Riverside alone My wife was teaching school
at the time and my youngest daughter was a student at
U CL.A Dunng the summer vacation they rented an apart
ment m Riverside and organized and carned on an mtensive
campaign of registration They must have called on thou
sands and thousands of homes and they gathered about them
scores of volunteer worhers This proved to be extremely
effective On weekends they were jomed by my son my eldest
daughter my son law and my daughter 1 law
All of my chuldren are college graduates and so were my
daughter n law and son m law together and separately they
made a highly favorable smpression I recall that a few days
before the clection I was having dumer at a popular restay
rant near Riversrde A promment Raverside lawyer whom I
had known only casually came to my table to say Judge
youand your family have made a bt g impression on the people
of Ruverside County and 1f we don t vote for you for Congress
i'H be because we want to give President Essenhower 2
Republican Congress ”
‘While he was tallang to me another gentleman who had
been Listening came up and warmly shook my hand and saxd
Now look here Judge dont you worry He may vote for
anybody but Im gomng to vote for you”
To this day more than three years aiter that campugn
peoplestilicome uptometosay Imet yourdaughter ™ of
your son m law colled at my house ~ and that1s when I
decided that I was gowng to vote for you They speah sunt
larly of my wife and my other chuldren who campasgned 50
patiently and so well Thus I have no doubt that one of the
iggest contubuting factors m my election was the family$
effort on my behalf
Although 1956 was 2 presidentinl election yer as wellasa
year mwhich the state of Califorma was to elect a new United
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On the second broadcast I had only my wife with me and to
close my short televiston campaign Isaid 1f1donot succeed
mmy objective to be elected to Congress I shall know thatit
will not be because of the place of my birth or the color of
my skin but because the voters of the 20th Congressional
District decided to send someone better than myself to
Washington
The real chmax of the campaign however was a debate
between Mrs Odlum and myself held on Halloween night
majuntor high school auditorum m Ruverside justafew days
before the election The mterest m the campaign was so great
that long before the tmme of the meetng the auditorum w1s
filled to capacity The debate was broadcast over a network
of radio stations 1 Ruverside and Impenal counties As atim
portant pohtical rallies and sports events the broadcast
started a half hour before the debate began and lasted nearly
two hours
The rules of the debate called for Mrs Odlum wnd myself
to speak. for thurty mnutes and then answer questions from
the audtence I conceded to my opponent the choice of post
tion and she chose to open and close She also chose to de
vote more than half her tme m her opening remarks to ex
pounding the virtues of President Eisenhower and running
down Adla1 E Stevenson
1decided to deal more durectly with the occasion and sard
T hold m my heart deep feelngs of respect for my oppo-
nent
I have watched her meteonic career to fame withm the last
twenty years with pide along with mlhons of my fellow
Amencans
I have been thrilled many @ time by her great achieve-
ments m the feld of aviation 1 knew of the fame of Jacquehne
Cochran Odlum long before she became 2 candidate for Con
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gress and I wish to say this tomght Mrs Odlum my respect
and admuration for your achievements are second to none

1 went on to pownt out that T was not a candidate for the
presidency of the United States and that 1t was to be under
stood that I was a candidate only for congressman from the
29th Congressional District The two candidates for the
presidency were perfectly capable m mv opmion of taking
care of their own campaigns

As for President Exsenhower s needing a Republican Con
gress there was the fact that duning hus first term President
Esenhower recers ed more support from Democrats m Con
gress than from lus own party s congressional leaders I also
ponted out that President Esenhower favored federal ad to
education that President Eisenhower favored revising the
Walter McCarran Act m regard to mmmigration Further
mare under the President s leaderstup Congress had enacted
the Soil Bank Program I stated that I agreed with Mr
Ewenhower s views on all of these 1ssues which was more
than could be said for my opponent who had taken diametrt
cally opposite positions on each one

My opponent then dragged the Prnme Mimnster of India
Mr Nehru umto the debate saymg that he was leaning to
ward the Communists and would certainly hike to have a man
from Indsa elected to the Congress of the Umited States To
this T replied that T was presenting myself to the people of
the 29th Congressional District as an American candidate for
Congress and not as anyone owng allegance to any foreign
cuuntxy

The debate reached a very large portion of the voters in
Ruyerside and Impenal counttes some estimated that as many
as forty to Bfty thousand people heard 1t on radio Further
more the entire debate including the question and answer
penod was reprinted 1n Its entirety in the largest daly
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newspaper 1 the district the Riverside Press Enterprise

Mrs Odlum had pubecly challenged me to thus debate and
Imust say 1t proved extremely helpful to me in my campaign
T could not possibly have reached that large an audience
through any medium within the means of my campaign com
mittee She had big billboards throughout the area while I
had the makeshift signs She had the advantage of a well
orgamzed campaign under the supervision of professional
managers 1 could not possibly match the hmes of advertismg
1 the newspapers or the professional quality of ber ads Al
most all the press was emphatically on her side Thus reach
ing this great rado audience was a big help tome at the nght
tine Just a few days before the election

After an exciing mght of vote countmg T came out on top
~wath a majonty of 4 000 votes out of a total of 110 000 votes
cast Mrs Odlum defeated me by a considerable margm 1
the ity of Riverside and carried the Palm Springs area by an
overwhelmmg majority of 75 per cent On the other hand I
recewved 60 per cent of the votes 1 Impenal County and close
to that figure mn the other farmmg areas i the district—Falo
Verde Valley and Coachella Valley near Indio There were
nearly five thousand absentee ballots to be counted yet and
even though my majonity was too large to be overcome by the
absentee votes the election could not be considered officral
until these ballots were m As a result of ths tally my oppe-
nent gamed only 700 more votes Thus I was the victor by
3300 votes—the first native of Asw elected to the United
States Congress

On the day after the election T recewed a congratulatory
message from Mrs Odlum In reply I thanhed her for her
Lundness and stated that 1t had been an honor to have her 1s
my opponent
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allowances granted and the over all system of setting up an
office

Furst T had to assemble a staff I didnt frankly have any
firm 1deas about this but suddenly I found myself wading
through scores of applications from people who had wntten
me for posiions n my office The apphicants meluded former
assistants to nationally known retirmg senators wnters news
papermen and so forth I knew I had to be very careful 1n
selecting my secretanes and assistants and some of the men
who had applied to be my assistant possessed qualifications
that I did not think were necessarily needed by the assistant
of a freshman congressman In this difficult task I was helped
a great deal by my California colleague Congressman Chet
Holfield and lus charming and obliging secretary Mrs
Dorothy Mornson

1 learned that offices are allocated by lot to new members
at the begmning of each Congress Mrs Mornson drew for
me and was lucky enough to draw number one I thus got an
office with a very good location on the second floor of the
New House Office Buldmg which had been occuped for
twelve years by a senior member from the state of Mississipp!
who had moved to a larger comner office

Iwas also fortunate to be able to secure the services of Mrs
Elva Bell a veteran of sixteen years service on the staffs of
congressmen She took charge of orgamzing the office order
mg stationery and n general getting things lned up and
under way

A congressman s allow.nce permts lum to hve eight sec:
retanes smce most congressmen mamtain an office and staff
1 therr home district as well as i Washington Howesver
because of the make up of my district T faced an unususl
problem in this regard The two county seats of Ll Centro
and Ruverside are more than one hundred and sixty miles
apart and no one place could serve properly for both coun
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ties My solution was to take on two part time secre tanes one
1n each county for my home district while for my Washington
office I hired a staff of five secretartes and an assistant

Dunng the campaign I had become acquamted with Mr
Robert Farrow an able reporter and editor on the Raverside
Press Enterprise In the course of cove ring the campaign he
had written an excellent senes of articles on my opponent and
myself Thad watched him closely and knew him to be above
all extremely honest able and well versed m the affanrs of
Riverside County and 1ts communities He seemed the 1deal
person to help me 1 my new job

Fimally the office was organized with Bob Farrow as ad
mmstrative assistant and Mrs Bell as my personal secretary
1n charge of the office stalf We secured the services of a very
energetic hard worling and versatile secretary Miss Olga
Sianss a ughly skalled typist and busmess machine operator
Mrs Jubia Passman and rounded out the staff with two clerh
typists Before long the office was complete order and we
vete already begmning to take care of the nearly fifty preces
of mail a day that were comng i from my constituents 1n
Rwverside and Impenal counties

At the begmnmg of my second term of office m 1959 my
staf was augmented by the presence of a close friend from
Brawley Mr Ray Barnes He 1s a former editor of the Post
Press newspapers m El Centro and later was editor and co-
Publisher of the Brawley News

(Thave known Mr Barnes family intimately for many years
anditisa great comfort to have as an assistant 2 man upon
whose personal loyalty and fnendshup I can rely and whose
knowledge of Impenal Valley affairs 1s extremely valuable to
me n my work )

Because of the tremendous publeity my campaign and
election had recerved I went to Washington under very
favorable arcumstances It often tales a long ttme for a fresh —
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man to become known among s colleagues But I found out
that everybody on Capitol Hill-members of the House of
Representatives the Senate and the staff members in dif
ferent offices—had read and heard about me

On the day the President delivered his State of the Union
messagy. to Cangress I could see from my aisle seat the mem
bers of the Supreme Court the Senate and the Presidents
Cabinet who had come to the House of Representatives for
the Presidents address I was very flattered when several
well known senators stopped to say hello and I was particn
larly impressed by the reception of Chuef Justice Earl Warren
He saw me and immeduately came over and shook my hand
and greeted me warmly I could see that Washington was
gomg to be a Inghly agreeable place to live

T was mvited ta be one of the exght speakers at the bannual
reception which the Women s Press Club gives at the begn
ng of each new Congress Among those snvited were mem
bers of the Cabinet and members of the Senate and the House

At the speakers table I was dehghted to find myself seated
next to Senator Margaret Chase Smth whom 1 had long ad
mured for her courageous stand against McCarthysm Here
too for the first tme I had the opportumity to meet my 0
benefactors Emanuel Celler and Clare Boothe Luce who had
introduced the bill i 1942 that made 1t possible for me to
become a citizen of the United States

1 touched on some of my campaign experiences and €%
pressed my pleasure at serving as a living example of Amer
scan democracy n action The warm reception from that
distmgmished audience was a big boost to me at the begin
ning of my career as a congressman in Washington

1 was also Tucky to get some good adwice from Honorable
Harry R Sheppard the dean of the Colifornia delegation He
had wamed me that because of the publicity my campaig?
and election had received I was o marked person This w ould
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be a great help and advantage since I wouldn t have the or
dmary new member s problem of getting known to my col
leagues But bemg in the spothght I would have to be careful
how I behaved

T also recall the short talk Speaker Raybum gave to all of
the freshman congressmen It was a great honor he saxd for
any Amencan to be elected a member of the House of Rep
resentatives and a still greater honor to be re elected He told
us our fate lay m our own hands and that we would find that
the older sentor members would do everything they could to
keep us here 1f we would let them He went on to say that
the only way to learn the rules of the House 15 to be present m
the House whenever 1t 15 1 session and considermg legisla
tion I was also warned that 1t was wise for a new member
not to be too impatient about making speeches m the House
or gving out statements without careful thought for the
record 1s permanent

Tam most grateful for that advice because I know now how
mmportant are the first impressions a new member creates
among ks colleagues For 1t 1s only through thewr help and
assistance that a congressman can ever hope to get anythmg
accomplished for his district

Anew congressman s first thought of course 15 to obtam an
appomtment on a good commuttee It s not always easy Natu
rally Thad my ambitions My district contams three of the
largest amgation dustricts m the United States and they pose
constant problems concerning imgation and reclamation
There are also several tribes of Incians 1n the two counties I
therefore wanted to be placed on the Intenor and Insular
Affaws Committee which has charge of all reclamation and
umigation projects as well as Indian affairs In the matter of
commttee assignments the Ways and Means Commuttee be
comes the Commttee on Commttees and on the Democratic
side the person i charge of committee appomtments for the
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six western states was Representative Ceell R hung from Los
Angeles who has been a devoted friend and mentor tome 1
had had several conferences with him when I met him m Los
Angeles after the elechon He was very cordia} and helpful
He told me that smee there were already two Democrats from
Califorma on the Intenor Commttee there was no chance
for me to get an appointment there but he would try to
get me on some other good committee However there were
very few vacancies 1n the §%th Congress because there had
been no great change m membership as a result of the 1956
election and thus not many good commuttee appowntments
were available After a couple of weeks of wartmg I resigned
myself to beng placed on a mmnor commuttee But one after

noon tomy great surpnse and dehight I was told that T had
been appormted and confirmed as a member of the Foregn
Affaws Committee I was mvited to join the commattee which
was meetmg that very aftemoon to hear the testiumony of Ad

mural Radford on the Eisenhower doctnne bill Timmeduately
went over and was very warmly recewved by the chairman and
the members of the commuttee The next few weeks were
fascinating and mstructive as 1 heard testimony on this i

portant bill from Secretary of State Dulles former Secretary
Acheson and other hugh officials of the Defense and the State
departments

There 15 a saymg among old timers that a freshman con
gressman should be seen and not heard 1 therefore decided
to make two major concessions First T would let Dwight D
Essenhower be the President of the United States and second
1 would allow Sam Raybumn to continue as Spenkcr of the
House For myself I would mind my own busmess and be
content with bemng a freshman congressman from the 29th
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Congressional District of California It was perhaps the wisest
decision I ever made Y was gomg to attend to ms job This
mvoh ed learning the procedure of the House watching care
fully the mail from my people and lockmg after the problems
of ndwiduals and cornmumties that had alreads been brought
to my notrce and were commg n fast 1 every mail

A congressman s official title 15 representatne and this title
clearly defines his duties A representatn e m Congress rep-
resents the people of his distnect m their indivadual or collec-
tive deahngs wath the federal gos ernment As the people have

e more and more invoh ed in the activaties 1n Washmg

ton the work of a representatne m Congress has become
more and more 1mportant to the citizens of lus distnet In
dnaduals have many problems with the federal government
problems about which they have to seek the help of their rep
resentative for he 15 m a umque posihon m Washmgton to
act as an advocate m their behalf

Durmg the course of a smgle session 1 congressman wall get
letters from a score or more veterans who may not be receiving
therr compensation checks or getting the proper yecogmtion
of their nghts under the different veterans luws Pensioners
S haye probl garding their benefits A widow 15
forced to try torun a business she doesn t understand because
her son 1 the Army has been needlessly posted overseas A
taspayer feels he got a bad decision from the Internal Revenue
Service A busmessman wants a Ioan from the Small Busiess
Adtunistration In cases hke these ones congressman can
almost always help resohe the difficults

Onmy first tnp back to the distrct ¥ made st known tom
People that [ was there to senve them that I wanted them to
Putme to worl on any problems that they had as mdivaduals
Or citizens of communities I was surpnsed to meet
to be bothered. I was quick to pomt out
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Congressional Distnct of Califorma It was perhaps the wisest
decision I ever made T was gomg to attend to my job This
myolved learming the procedure of the House watching care
fully the mail from my people and looking after the problems
of mdividuals and communtties that had already been brought
to my notice and were comng m fast m every mail

A congressman s official title 15 representative and this title
clearly defines his duties A representatve m Congress rep-
resents the people of his district 1 their mndvadual or collec
twe deahings with the federal government As the people have
become more and more mvolved m the activities m Washing
ton the work of a representative m Congress has become
more and more mportant to the citizens of his distriet In
dividuals have many problems with the fedcral government
problems about which they have to seek the help of their rep
resentative for he 15 1n a umque position m Washington to
act as an advocate m their behalf

During the course of a single session 1 congressman will get
Ietters from a score or more veterans who may not be recerving
therr compensation checks or getting the proper recogmition
of their nights under the different veterans laws Penstoners
Sometimes have problems regarding their benefits A widow 1s
forced to try to run a business she doesn t understand because
her son 1 the Army has been needlessly posted overseas A
taxpayer feels he gotabad decision from the Internal Revenue
Service A busimessman wants a loan from the Small Busmess
Admumstration In cases like these ones congressman can
almost always help resolve the difficulty

On my first trip back to the distnet 1 made 1t known to my
people that I was there to serve them that I wanted them to
Putme to work on any problems that they had as ndiiduals
or citizens of communities I was surprised to meet people
to be bothered I was quick to pomt out that although I was
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he was due for transfer to a base a thousand miles from Cal
forma After I got 1n touch with the Awr Force Ius case was
reviewed and his transfer adjusted

There was a case where a Japwese Amencan had not re
cewved his indemmity check for damages when he was mear
cerated during the war On misgwded advice he had faled
to accept a check of $10 000 which had been offered him n
settlement by the Government and not only that he had
failed to fill out the requred forms withm the prescrbed date
The statute of imitations had run out and he was left high and
drv without this monev which he needed very badly to carry
on hus business

He wrote me and I took the matter up with the proper
agency There had to be a special suling 1 his case but he
got his money

Another case mnvolved a war veteran One Sunday morning
he was Brong his car when the jack shpped the car fell on
im and he sustaned serous body and brawn mjunes His
treatment called for special twentv four hour a day nursing
care and hus msurance money was soon used up Hewasa well
liked and popular figute m the commumty and the people of
Ius town raised several thousand dollars for s medical ex
penses but that money didn t last very long ether

In the meantme the commumty was trying very hard ©0
get im into a veterans hospital The case was brought to ™y
attention and I had some correspondence with a hospital i
southern Califormn but to no ava] Nest hme I was m the
district I went to the mans home town and found out for
myself what a serious condition he was m [ called the super
mtendent of the veterans hospital and although he was
courteous he told me that there was absolutely no room 1 s
hosputal for this man .

Flying back to Washington the next day 1 tried to ﬁaml
what T could do for this man The first thing I did when
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reached Capitol Hill was to go over to the office of the charr
man of the House Veterans Committee Congressman Olin
Teague of Texas known as Tiger” to lus colleagues

‘Tiger” I sard, Imin trouble”

“What sort of trouble Judge? he asked Ill do anything
Iecan

Ttold hum the story and he said “You can wire your people
that withmn three days this man will be placed 1 a veterans
hospital ”

T need hardly pomt out that the weight and authonty of
the chairman of the Veterans Commuttee are considerably
greater than that of a freshman congressman The net result
W:las that my man was promptly admitted to a veterans hospt
tal

The, population m some areas of my distrct 1s mereasmg at
a fabulous rate For example 1n the city of Raverside and the
Palm Springs resort area the population has been growing at
the rate of 10 per cent per annum durng the tune that Thave
been in Congress This of course raises serious problems for
the citizens because the commumties outgrow their public
faclities so fast T was almost tmmediately flooded with com
plamts from 2 number of communities about the madequacy
of the postal service Thanks to the help and cooperation of
Mr Vemne Scoggms the Post Office Departments xeglonal
operations director at San Francisco I was successful 1 my
first two years 1n office m gettng nime new post office build
mgs 1n Raverside and Imperal counties Then there were
some communities where the post office building was not
air-conditioned or lacked a drnking fountamn a senous and
unnecessary Incon enience m a desert area With Mr Scog
gms cooperation I was able to secure these necessary com
forts in sey eral desert cities

Before I took office work had been started and partly com
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pleted on flood levees on the Santa Ana River an mmportant
flood control project to protect the city of Riverside and the
surroundng area Nineteen fifty seven was the economy year
m Washmgton D C The President and the Federal Bureau
of the Budget were determuned to cut down federal expends
tures and Congress was not only willing but eager to go along
I was told there was danger that funds necessary to complete
these levees might not be voted I sought the assustance of
several important members on the House Approprations
Committee and Im happy to say I was successful m having
all the necessary money appropriated That project has now
been completed

The President s budget that year did not mclude funds for
the planmng of a flood control project m the Hemet San
Jacinto area of Raverside County where flash floods from the
mountams are a constant threat to valuable farm and residen
tial property The flood control department of Riverside
County gave me all the necessary facts and figures and 1t was
then up to me as congressman to get the money added when
Congress acted on the Presidents flood control budget This
was accomplished with special assistanco from the powerful
charman of the House Appropnations Commuttee Honor
able Clarence Cannon of Missours

That wasn t the only farm problem I had to deal with
my first term Instead of mereasing the faciliies of the agn
cultural experment station 10 Brawley California on which
the farmers of Impenal County depend m a big way the
economy budget of 1957 called for a cut of §15 000 from the
regular appropration Inaddition a new laboratory butlding
was urgently needed at the well known United States Salmity
Laboratory m Riverside in order to accommodate its expan
g research program In that particular case I was asnisted
by the chawrman of the House Agriculture Approprations
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Subcommuttee Honorable Jamie I Whitten of Mississippt
He very patiently histened to my story and personally under
took the responsibility of baving that money appropriated

The funds were mcluded m a tump sum for a number of
sunilar projects throughout the country and later on we
learned that all of the money had been spent on other projects
and that there was nothing left for Riverside There agam
was an wstance w here a congressman just has to go to work I
appealed to Mr Whatten and the charman of the Senate Ap
Propriations Commuttee Senator Carl Hayden of Anzona
They made special arrangements to put the monev i the
supplemental appropriation bill

These stories all illustrate how witally mportant 1t 1s for a
ew congressman to get to know the chairman of the different
House commuttees and the charman of the various subcom
mittees of the Appropniations Commuttee I made a diligent
effort to do so The generous help of my other Democratic
colleagues on the Californa delegation also made my work
easter

These necessary contacts were made as extracurricular
chores m a very busy daily schedule My day begms when I
reach the House Office Building Cafetena at eight thirty in
the morning where my wife and I have our breakfast Then T
8o to my office look over the mail and dictate answers untl
ten thirty when T walk through the tunnel from the House
Office Building to the Capitol to attend the mommg meetng
of the House Foreign Affars Commuttee

The House normally convenes at noon Sometimes durmng
the debate I can return to my office to do some more corre-
spondence hold conferences with departmental represen:a
tives or work on other problems I then retum to the floor for
votes The House usually adjourns by four or five oclock, and
I then go back to my office read and sign the typed letters
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and prepare to go home Usually I just have tune to get
some party to which congressmen are mvited on the avera
of about three or four nights a week

Work on mportant preces of legislation m Congress
done n the commuttees This includes legislation of natior
mterest on agriculture forexgnaid the various appropnatio
public works bills regarding armed services reclamatr
projects throughout the country and so forth The comm
tees go over the bills very carefully Normally on a ma)
prece of legislation hearmgs wall run for a period of seves
months as witnesses from the governmental agencies &
organizations mterested 1n the bill are heard Durng t
period the members of the commuttee, listen to the teshma
and cross examme the witnesses Then after they ha
learned the facts about the bill they meet m eveculs
session for several days gomg over every word and phra
m the proposed legislation with the help of the commutt
staff

‘When the legislation 1s brought to the floor of the Hows
the mdividual members have an excellent opportumty
learn the pros and cons of a piece of legislation simply
listening to the opening statement of the chairman of the con
smittee and the ranking member of the opposition And dun”
the general debate the subject matter 15 generally presentt
1n a masterly fashion and the chairman of the commuttee a0
the author of the bill are always ready to answer question
In fact if a person stays on the floor of the House during
debate on a bill he has ample opportumty to learn m a ge7
eral way about the major provisions of legzslation

1 remember for example when the Honorable Wilbur I
Mills of Arkansas chawrman of the Ways and Means Co¥
smttce presented the bill which amended the Sacial Securt
Act1n 1958 He stood 1n the well of the House and explam®
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the major provisions of the bill for thirty minutes answered
questtons for another thirty mmutes and by the tune he was
through the members generally knew what 1t was all about
It was a superb job

As a further a1d to the members on legislation to be con
sidered on the floor a commuttee report which gives the gist
of the partrcular bill 1s made available to every member Thus
1t 15 possible for 2 member to mform himself about a piece of
legislation which did not necessarily go through his own com
mittee Furthermore the charman and staff of the particular
committee are always willng and ready to answer any
possible questions

The busness of the Congress of the Umted States 15 very big
busiess and there are thousands of bills mtroduced 1n every
session of Congress But only a few hundred of them pass
mto law And the success of an mdividual congressman mn
gettmg any single bll passed 1s m direct proportion to the
help he 1s able to muster from the semor members and partic
ularly the dufferent committee chawrmen

In my favor m that respect was the fact that when I went
to Congress as a Democrat the Democrats were 1 the ma
Jonty and thus held all commttee chaurmanships This was
abighelp Andnormally mmy case the chawrmen of the com
mittees knew the story of my election and knew also that Thad
won by a shm majenty In order for me to win re election X
would need help from the senior members so 1 could get some

gs accomplished for my distnict

Soon after my arrival m Washmgton I discovered that one
of the handicaps I suffered was that not very much was Inown
n congressional circles about some of the pamculzu— problems
of my district I remember having m my office the man i
charge of the fresh fruits and vegetables for the Department
of Agnculture He was a veteran of more than twenty years
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bringing about a serious breakdown and even detenoration
of our entire economy If the farmers who constitute 13 per
cent of the population of the United States recewve only 6
per cent of the national mcome they must become an ever
shrinking market for the products of our industry And be
cause one segment of the, population 1s so closely mtertwined
with the other 1f one falls the rest must eventually also fall 1
went to Washington with defimte convictions that the farmers
do need a protection though 1t does not necessarily have to
be in the form of subsidies Conditions must be created where
1 the farmer will be 1n a position to command prices for hus
products that will bring a farr profit

Then I beheve that our nation s economie strength depends
on free enterprise Its foundation 15 small busmessmen—smal
busmessmen owning, their own businesses and operating them
at a decent profit under fair competiive conditions

I made these attitudes known to my people before I went
to Washington

When 1ssues of national importance and legislation affect
ng the appropriation of millions of dollars come before
Congress the average member has to depend upon lus own
conscience and beliefs to vote on them properly He also must
always bear m mind the thinking of the people back m bis
own district and how a particular piece of legislation will
affect them I have been 2 member of Congress for almost
four years and I have been called upon to vote on major and
mmnor preces of legislation hundreds of times But contrary
to the behef of the people throughout the country no party
leader has ever told me how to vote I do not know of one in
stance when I was told by the leadership to vote any partic
plar w1y even 1n matters where a few of our votes woul
count for the success or failure of a particularly mportant
bill 1 recall many a tine asking the Demoeratic whip of the
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House Honorable Carl Albert of Ohlahoma his opnon of
how X should vote Invariably his answer would be Judge
vote your district ” What he meant was to vote the way the
people m my district would want me to He has told me
several mes What we are most mnterested 1n 15 gething
you re elected Use your own judgment and follow your own
convictions

The fact that juveniles can cross the Unuted States border
1to Mexico 1n Mexical: and Tia Juana has posed 2 dufficult
problem for parents school authorities and local govern
mental agencies dealing with juvemle problems mn the ad
Jonmng communttees of Imperial and San Diego counties
These problems are becommng more and more serious with
the passage of time As judge of Justice Court 1 Impenal
County I learned to what extent youngsters crossig mto
Meucah became victms of the evils of drmk manyuana and
other narcotics and even prostitution Under existing Jaws
there 15 no authonty under which the social welfare agencies
or the shenffs department m Imperral County could stop
these kuds or for that matter any Amencan citizens from go
mg mto Mevico

To relieve this stuation 2 bill had been mtroduced m Con
gress by Honorable Bob Wilson my colleague from San
Diego m the 84th Congress He mtroduced the same legisla
tion agamn m the 85th Congress and I introduced a sumlar
bill But we were frustrated by the fact that the commuttee
didnt get around to holding hearings on esther bill 1 made a
personal appeal to the chairman of the House Subcommuttee
onImmigration and Naturalization Honorable Francis Walter
of Pennsylvama for a hearmg, and a hearmg on my bill was
held But because of the mtricacy and the long range conse
quences of any change i the ymmgration Jaw we were ad
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vised that the best way to accomphsh our purpose was under
the passport regulations of the Department of State I there
fore introduced a bill to establish regulations requinng special
permussion for children under exghteen to cross the border
mto Mexico The hill was referred to the Foreign Affaws
Committee

1 considered thus the most urgent problem before the people
of Imperial County and hemng a member of the Foreign Af
fairs Commuttee I'had high hopes that I would be able to get
1t approved by the committee and passed by Congress It
seemed simple I could not think of anybody objecting to a
regulation to stop hids under eighteen from gomng nto 2
foreign country unescorted by adults parents or guardians
But I found out that the dificulties were great because the
Department of State was stubbornly opposed to any such
regulation That made 1t impossible to get the approval of the
Foreign Affairs Commuttee

I agreed to modify the bill to the extent that a child could
cross the border if accompanied by an adult had permisston
m letter form from tus schoolteacher a local judge or hus
guardian or was traveling mn connection wath hus school or
business I further agreed that the regulation would not
apply throughout the country but only 1n states where the
state government requested the Secretary of State to put that
particular regulation mto effect and excluding any area along
the northern or southern borders of the United States except
the particular areas where the difficulty existed. But m spite
of all this X could not get to first base with the Department of
State

This 15 one of the biggest disappomtments I have had smnce
going to Washington but a congressman just doesn t give up
on a project 1 which he smcerely believes because of one of
two setbacks Later i the first session of the 86th Congress 1
introduced a bill to establish an iformal relationship between
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the representatives of the Umited States Congress and the
Congress of the republic of Meuico My bill provides that
twenty four members of the United States Congress (tweh e
senators and twelve congressmen) will meet each year with
an equal number of the representatives of the two houses of
Congress 1n Mexico 1t provides that the representatives of
the two countries sit down together and mformally talk over
therr problems The bill was approved by the House Foreign
Affaws Commuttee and then passed by the House of Repre
sentatives during the first session of the 86th Congress m the
summer of 1959 A counterpart bill was passed by the Con
gress of Mexico m December 1959 In March 1960 my bill
was passed by the Senate and signed mto law I proposeasa
first step a talk wath the members of the Mewican Congyress to
explain to them why 1t 15 necessary for the Mexican Govern
ment to cooperate with the people of the communities of Im
pertal and San Diego counties m curbing the visits of un
escorted Juvenles under eighteen nto Mexico It would not
be dufficult to the rep tatives of the M
people m Mexico City of the advantages of such a regulation
Most of the kads dont go 1nto Mexico to spend money be
cause they don t have much of 1t All they do s get into trouble
and the end result ;s bad blood between the peoples of the
two countnes

As author of the ill and a member of the Foreign Affarrs
Commuttee T expect to be a part of the Amencan delegation
to the mterparliamentary conferences between the Congress
of Meuco and the Congress of the United States

Because of close contacts between the ctizens of Mexco
and the people of my district m Tmperal Gounty along the
boundary problems of mutual concern constantly anse
where direct contact between the representative from the 29th
Congresstonal Distrct and leaders of the Meucan Govern
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ment m Mexico City would be of great benefit i our mutual
relationstups

Durmg my first weeh s stay m Washwngton a colleague
from Cahfornia the Honorable Clyde Dojyle of Los Angeles
mvited me to a breakfast meeting 1n the Caputol of a group
called the Breakfast Fraver Group made up of members of
the House of Representatives

1 became a member mmedately and as far as I can recol
lect have not missed a single meeting durmg my almost four
years 1n Washmgton

Between thirty and forty members from both parties meet
every Thursday morning between eight and nme oclock
One member 15 assigned as the leader for the mornmng Each
meeting begins with a prayer and then the leader introduces
a subject based on a verse 1n the Scriptures or tells of an ap-
propuiate personal experience of his own

Since the group 1s hmited to members of the House alone
and no guests are invited participants are able to discuss
their own personal experiences and problems freely and with
out restramt These talks are most inspirmg and cover 2
multitude of subjects among them the responsibilities of the
mdvidual and the spintual gmdance and assistance members
need 1n discharging thewr duties

The remarks of the leaders are followed by an open dis
cusston on the particular subject at hand These meetmgs
held m an atmosphere of fniendliness and mutual trust have
left a deep mmpression on my mind and allowed me to form
associations with members which have been a source of great
comfort and strength I consider membership n this group
one of the many rewards of being a member of the great legis
lative body of the United States

1 noticed early in my career 1 Congress that m the spring
and summer months thousands of high school students Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts from all over the United States come
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to Washington to visit the capital bwildings and the nations
histone shnines Because Califorma 1s so far away from Wash
ngton 1o large groups from my district came to the capital
durmg my first year m office I therefore made a pomt of
wntmg a newsletter on the subject and in addibon m my
speeches at home began to urge student groups to adopt a
visit to Washington as therr project

We have now had visits by three large contingents of
youngsters from southern California One was a troop of
southern California counties Boy Scouts the other a group
of hugh school students from Palm Sprmgs and stll another
was a troop of Semwor Girl Scouts from Indio My wafe 15
always of great help and assistance to me on these occasions
As my time 15 Likely to be occupred with commuttee work and
attending sessions of the House of Representatives my wife
takes the callers around and makes arrangements for their
towrs through the Capitol She performs distingshed and
valuable service as a non salaned hostess to the people from
the 29th Congressional District

Through my office we can make arrangements for special
tours of the White House the Library of Congress the F ed
eral Bureau of Investigation headquarters and certam other
places of public mterest

Occasionally we have been able to arrange through the
Doorkeeper of the House to have youngsters sit 1n the chaurs
of members and have therr leaders st 1n the Speakers charr
The young visitors seem to enjoy that immensely

From the letters we have recewed 1t 15 quite evident that
the expeniences of visitng the nations capital meeting w ith
some of the leaders of government and seemg the House of
Representatwes and the Senate mn sesston leave 2 profound
Impression on the minds of these young Amencans
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BATTLES ON CAPITOL HIL

Tur most long drawn out battle of my congressional career
concerns a hospital The battle started three years ago and the
hospital m question 1s the Corona Naval Hospital situated
near the city of Corona m Riverside County about fifty five
mmles from the naval bases mn the Long Beach area Thus hospt
tal which had been m operation for many years provided
facilities for the armed services personnel stationed at bases
all the way from San Bemardino m the south to far Oxmard 1
the north It also served retired naval personnel on the stch
List and provided medical faciliies for the families of service:
men
Fven the 1857 economy” budget 1n 1ts final approved form
provided funds for the continued operation of the Corond
Naval Hospital Then suddenly after the budget had been
approved I recerved notice that the hospita] was gomg to be
closed as an economy measure on orders of the Secretary of
the Navy 1 at once went 1nto action

On the advice of old timers on Capitol Hull the first step I
took was to appeal to the members of the Califorma delega
tion m Congress The Honorable Gordon D MecDonough
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chairman of the California delegation at my request called a
meeting of the entire membership of the Cahfornia congress
men both Republicans and Democrats and we mvited the
Secretary of the Navy to be present My colleagues from
Califorma shared my concern over thus proposed action but
we got no relief or any promuse of relief from the Secretary
The delegation then went into an evecutrve session and de
aded to approach the President directly on the matter We
did but all that got us was a two month delay of the proposed
closing And 1 spite of all our protests all our best efforts
the Secretary of the Navy did ultimately order the closing
of the hospital

Even so I hoped that the next year wth the help of the
Appropriations Commuttee I could place 1n the appropna
tions bill a directive that Corona Naval Hospital be kept 1
operation With that m view I wrote a letter to the Secretary
of the Navy askig the Secretary not to remove any of the
equipment from the hospital until Congress conyened n 1958
In spite of my letter the Secretary went ahead and 1ssued
orders to remove the equipment The hospital was closed for
good Nometheless 1 have contmued my fight to save the
hospital s valuable facthties a fight that has gone on for al
most three years

The Corona Naval Hospital 1s located i a picturesque set
ting on the shores of a lake and represents an mvestment o0
the part of the federal government of $17 000000 At the
time of the closing 1t was just about full to capacity More
than six hundred and fifty patients had to be moved most of
the mpatients bemng sent to a hospital ship 1n Long Beach
Harbor

The need for the Corona Naval Hospital was so apparent
and so well recognized that editonals of protest appeared m
Dewspapers throughout southern Californa I recerved hun
dreds of letters from mdividuals protesting the Secretarys
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action But to my sorrow I have Jearned that 1t would be very
difficult to have the hospital reopened under the present
leadership of the Department of Defense ButIhave neverthe
less been fighting ever since to keep the hospital buildmgs
from being sold by the Department of the Navy Before dis
posal action can be taken the Navv must obtam approval of
the Armed Services Committees of the House and Senate 1
made an appeal to the House Armed Services Commuttee that
a full mvestigation be made before the buldings were dis
posed of

It 15 my conviction that the hosputal can be reopened if
there 15 a change of admmstration and a few mdmiduals who
made a wrong dectsion and are stubbornly resisting any at
tempt to have the hospital reopened are gone Its facilities
arevital tothe area All civilian hospitals are overcrow ded and
the population of southern Califorma 15 expanding at a phe
nomenal rate and 1 am therefore hopig for an mpartial study
by the Department of Defense under a new admnistration 1
arn convinced such a study will show that these mvaluable and
elaborate facihiies should be used

Another major project that has occupied me throughout my
three years m Washington mnvolves the properties of the Agua
Caliente Indians of Palm Springs Members of this tribe own
large sections of land 1 and around the city of Palm Spnngs
While the city has grown at an accelerated rate and property
values have skyrocketed an entire section of tribal land 1
the heart of the city remauns undeveloped and covered by
miserable shacks

A long story lies back of the disposttion and division of the
Agua Caliente tribal properties among the small number ©
members of the tribe The total membership of the tribe today
15 one hundred including minors In 1927 the Secretary of the
Interior invited each member of the tribe to choose a property
up to forty seven acres to be made up of two acres of city
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property five acres for a house and forty acres of desert
ranchland The choices were made on condition that the allot
ments be certified by the Secretary of the Intenor before the
Indians eould become legal owners The members of the tribe
made therr choices but the Secretary of the Intenor refused
fo grant certrfication The members of the tribe went to court
and on court order the Secretary of the Interior was ordered
to make the allotments final Later 1t was discovered that
the allotments made out to those Indians were of unequal
value and because prices were continually nising m the Palm
Springs area one Indian had property worth $74 500 while
another s property was worth $629 000 Some of the members
of the tnbe again went to court and finally 1 1956 the Fed
¢ral Court ordered that the balance of the property owned
by the tribe be parceled out to the members of the tribe to
equalize theyr holdmgs under the supervision of the Sccretary
of the Interior

I5 1655 the Secretary appomted a commission to make a
Study of the problem while the case was shll beng heard m
Federal Court On the basis of the commssion s recommenda
tion after the court order of 1956 the Secretary proposed to
Cfmgress new legislation to facilitate the work of equalzing
the Agua Calsente tribal lands m Palm Springs The bill was
duly forwarded to the chayrman of the Interior and Insular
Affairs Commuttee the Honorable Clair Engle of California
Chawrman Engle a good fnend of mme 1 turn sent the bill
to me m order that T might mtroduce 1t and thus be credited
with having a major prece of legislation passed 1n Congress

I had heard about the controversy of the Agua Caliente
tribal lands in Palm Sprmgs duning my campaign and so 1
studied this bl very crrefully 1t turned out to be a fantastic
Prece of legislation Its most shocking provision nvolved the
creation of a new commussion to take care of the tnbal proper
ties of the Agua Cahente tribe This commission would con
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sist of four members appomted by the Secretary of the
Interior and three members of the tribal council Not only
that the bill authonzed the Secretry of the Interor to tum
the title of the Agua Caliente lands over to the commssion
and grant 1t authonty to sell lease or dispose of this property
n any way its members thought to be 1n the best interests of
the members of the tribe

In other words this was a praposal to turn not the manage
ment but the title of the Indians property over to a commis
sion m which the majonty of the membership would be
appointed by the Secretary of the Interior Now according to
the Department of the Interiors estimate the property
volved has a value of $12 000 000!

There were other provisions 1n the bill that would have
violated the normal regulation which stipulated that Indian
lands be free from local taxation such as one that perrtted
the citv of Palm Springs to tax the land immedrately Further
more the bill did not m any way hmit the amount of money
the commussion could spend but left that to the di cretion of
the commussioners

The bill seemed to me completely obnovious If 1t passed
the poor Indians would be left quite helpless 1knew from my
reading 1 Amencan history how shabbily some Amencan In
dians had been treated but here was an example nght before
my eyes 1 my own district to be carned out by special legis
lation of Congress I could sec what would happen to the
Indians Under existing laws if the Secretary of the Intenot
disposed of any of the property for wn unfair price even if the
money was properly distributed the Induans at least had
recourse to the courts But if Congress passed a special bill
to authonze the Secretary to turn the title over to a cornmis
sion the Indians would have absolutely no recourse through
courts of law T immediately told Chawrman Engle that I had
sertous reservations about the bill that indeed 1n my opmnion
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1t would be extremely unfair to the members of the Agur
Caliente tribe

In the meantime the Bureau of Indian Affaurs was begin
ning to put pressure on me and the charrman of the Subcom
mittee on Indian Affairs Thus was 1 July 1957 The Bureau
msisted that the bill was urgent and should be passed before
the closing of the first session of the 85th Congress which
was expected to adjourn m a few weeks Ths left Little op
portumity to hold commuttee hearmgs The Bureau of Indian
Affawrs representatives called on me several times to say that
time was of the essence and that the Bureau needed the legis
lation m order to carry out the court order To my question
as to what would happen were the bill not passed the reply
was that m that case the court would step 1 and more htign
tion vall be mvolved all of which would not be 1 the best
mterests of the Indians themselves

I'was most polte butI contimuzed to nurse my doubts about
the whole thing I knew that the Indian property had been
there 2 Jong ime s why should there be such a hurry to get
abill passed during the closing two weeks of this congxessnoml
session? Tome the threat of the court getting mto the prcture
to equahze the propertv of the Indrans was 1o threat at all T
bad and still hav e complete faith mn our courts and I knew that
1 such an eventuality there would be nothng but justice
done Thus the net effect of all this pressure was to make me
even more dubious about the bill T had 1t analyzed more
carefully by experts and finally I was thoroughly convinced
that 1t was a most objectionable prece of legshition 1 50 far
as the mterests of the Indians were concemed At my request
Chatrman Engle agreed not to introduce the bill and to post
pone any action until the net session of Congress In the
meantime he was agreeable to my request that before any
legislation was passed full scale heanngs be held 1 the city
of Palm Springs Later Isaw that grand friend of the Indrans
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m Congress 1n my opmion the greatest friend of the Indian
people m the United States the charrman of the House Sub-
comruaittee on Indian Affawrs the Honorable James § Haley
of Flonids I explamed the situation to lum and he too de

chaed to mtroduce a bull mn that session of Congress and
agreed to hold open hearings i Palm Springs where the
Indians and the other mterested citizens would have a chance
to appear before the commuttee and go on record

The hearings were held i the fall of 1957 All the commuttee

members agreed that it would not be fair to have that kind
of legislation mtroduced or passed in Congress agamst the
opposttion of the tribal council During those hearings I asked
the members of the tnbal council indinidually as they ap

pared before the committee if they understood the meaning
of that particular provision which was to turn over the itle of
therr tnbal properties to a commussion the majonty of which
were to be appomted by the Secretary of the Interior Thean
swerm every case was o As aresult of the Palm Springs hear

ings the commattee declhmed to consider the Department s bill
any further
But the question of the Indians lands remained unsettled

‘However toward the close of the second session of the 8uth
Congress I prepared a bill n conjunction wath the aity of Palm
Sprmngs the tribal council and the Bureau of Indian Affaws

I introduced the bill in Congress but there was no tune to
hold heanngs or have the bill passed Study of the bill began
early m the 86th Congress i the spring of 1959 The Bureau
of Indian Affairs agreed to send us a favorable report on the

Bill but wanted some amendments one of which pmposed to
dispose of certain property belonging to the tribe which would

1eave the tnbal council without any funds to operate and

would m my judgment practically mean the Lquidation of

the trbal entity The tnbal council had an able attorney to
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BSSlS(ti them and with his help the proposed amendment was
e

Fmally my bill was passed n September 1959 by both
houses of Congress and signed by the President of the United
States It has the approval of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and
the wholehearted approval of the entire membership of the
tribe and the city of Palm Springs The citv has a lease on 2
section of land belonging to the tnbe on which the Palm
Sprngs arrport 1s now located Provision was made 1n the bill
Whereby the aity would have a chince to buy that section of
Iand at the appraised value

As a companion to the equahzation bill for the Agua
Caliente tnbal properties 1 was successful m having a special
bill passed at the same time which would give authonty to
the Secretary of the Interior to make leases on properties be
longmg to the Agua Caliente Indian tribe or 1ts mernbers for
2 pertod of up to ninty mne years in order to make the land
Potentially more attractive to private real estate developers
The federal law stipulates that banks cannot loan money on
leases for less than fty years Under existmglaw leases could
be made on Indian lands for twentv five years with an option
to extend them another twenty five years This was not always
satisfactory because n most cases a year or two w ould elapse
before the deal was finally completed hetween the prospec
tive lessee and the loanmg agency Both msurance companies
and the banks were 1n favor of ths bill and quite clearly 1t
Was n the Indians best interest I therefore worked for 1ts
passage and after a good deal of difficulty the bill was passed
and signed into law

Now at last the situation m regard to the Agua Caliente
tribal lands seems finally resolved after thirty years of long
drawn out expensive Libgation 1n federal courts If the Secref
tary of the Interior will properly carry out ;he P\'ﬂlm"‘sslons o
the legslation there wll be an opportunity for Palm Springs
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to expand and for the Indans to realize the full value of therr
properties Heretofore they were land poor supposedly each
tribal member ownmg property valued at $100 000 or more
but forced to hive on margmal and sometimes submarginal m
comes Now they could come 1nto their own

This of course has been a source of great satisfaction to me
Thus sort of opportumty for important and far reaching public
service comes to a congressman only rarely When the chance
appears he must be quick to sexze 1t But he can achieve his
goal only with the help of lus colleagues 1n Congress and the
help of the commumities mvolved In this particular case I
had to have 1n addition to the help of key commuttee mem
bers the complete support of the city of Palm Springs and the
tribal council 1 order to get this hill passed

There were other Indian tribes hying 1n my district whose
problems demanded my attention These tribes lived iz the
farming area of Coachella Valley 1 Riverside County which
1s supplied with 1mgation water from the Colorado Ruver
through the Coachella branch of the All Amencan Canal
Imtially these canals were built with the capacity to supply
water to the entue Valley mcluding several thousand acres
of land owned by the three tribes mn question the Torres Mar
tinez the Cabazon and the Augnstine Underground pipe
Imes for wrngation and dramage had been wstalled to most of
the land but not to the Indian lands The Indians themselves
had nesther the money nor the equipment to wstall proper
wngation pipes on their own and the Bureau of Indian Affairs
needed specral authonzation and appropriation from Con
gress to help m this development The Bureau of Indian Af
fawrs and the Coachella Valley County water distnct had
carmed on negotiations for many years but to no effect

In 1957 Iintroduced a ill designed to break thus bottleneck
‘There were delays n starting the heanngs on the bull because
1n the meantime one of the Indian tribes the Torres Martnez,
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objected to the legislation Later the water distnct offered a
modification to the bill excluding the Torres Martmez and
providing for diat Hation of ymgation and dram
age pipes on the lands of the Augustme and Cabazon tribes
which were very anuous to have their lands developed

The matter was not resolved until the summer of 1958 just
pror to adjournment of Congress when finally at my request
the chairman of the Tntertor and Insular Affairs Committee
agreed to hold hearmes A week before the closmg of the
session at a special meeting of the full Intertor and Insular
Affaws Commttee called by the acting chauman the Honor
able Wayne N Aspmall of Colorado the bill was sent to the
Hloor of the House

The chairman of the commuttee 1n giving approval told
me he was afraid approval had come too fate to get 1t passed n
the current session I was more optunustic and asked him to
let me see what I could do being confident that with lus help
and the help of the members of the commuttee we would be
able to get 1t through

Thatlate m the session the bill could be brought to the floor
of the House by unammous consent only with the approval of
both the House majonty and monty Jeaders There was no
difficulty there The Honorable John McCormack the ma
Jonty leader was obliging and so was the mmonty leader
the Honorable Joseph Martin With their consent the bill was
placed on the House calendar and passed by unanimous 1ote

There were only five davs left m the session of the Congress
and the bill bad still to be itroduced wm the Senate of the
Unted States But 1n my favor was the fact that the bl had
the approval of the Department of the Intenior and had passed
both Intenior Commattee and House of Representatives by
unammous vote Even so 1t could pass through the Senate

only with the help of the Senate leadership
1 had earlier become acquamted with the majonty leader
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Senator Lyndon B Johnson He had always been very kind
and courteous to me and several times had told me that of T
ever needed any help in the Senate to come to hun and he
would see what he could do

T thus went straight to Senator Johnson and told hun “Sena
tor Im mn trouble

He ashed me what he could do for me and I told hum my
story After askmg some questions about the bill he said st
was very late m the sesston but he would sce what could be
done

With Ius help approval was obtamed from the Intenor
Commttee of the Senate and Senator Johnson put the bill on
the consent calendar of the Senate It was passed by the Senate
mthreedays [he President signed 1t and 3t became law Now
the money has already been made available and work has
begun As a result lands which were previously Iying 1dle
and from which the Indian owners could reahize nothng soon
may be developed

Incidentally provisions of the hill are such that the Induans
will not have to pay any part of the cost of the wstallation of
the pipelmes on therr hes Ths exp wall be carred by
the Coachella Valley County water distict from part of the
normal taxes which 1t collects from developed land

A further provision of the bill stipulated that whenever any
indvidual members of the Torres Martinez tnbe wanted to
come m they could arrange 1t with the Coachelfa Valley i
nigation distnct with the consent of the Secretary of the In
terior 1 understand that there has been a change of heatt on
the part of the members of the tnbe since then and I am
hoping that they wll tahe full advantage of this opportumty
to have water piped to their land When the desclopment 15
completed the Indian lands will be quite valuable If the
1ndians do not choose to develop the land themsehes they
will be able to lease 1t at good hagh prices to other farmers
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Here was another example of the value of cooperation by
local lead
ers with their representatives in Washington Credit
for the passage of this major piece of legislation goes to the
leaders of the Coachella Valley County water district who
worhed closely with me all along the lme even to the extent
of sending their chairman to Washington to testfy
Water 1s both a threat as well as an smportant resource 1n
my district The ety of Palm Springs for example 1s con
stantly m danger of a potential flood from the waters pouring
down the Tachevah Creek after a sudden cloudburst m the
urtounding In the of 1956 the Army
Corps of Engineers made a survey for the building of a dam
on the creek at the foot of the hills rght on the edge of rest
dential property In December even before 1 had taken office
the board of supervisors and the city council of Palm Sprngs
urged swift congressional authonzation and appropration
for the Tachevah Dam At their request I made a personal
call at the Los Angeles office of the Corps of Engmeers and
discovered that the report was a long way from bemng com
plete In fact when I was mn that office (it wasona Saturday
afterncon and most of the staff was out) the officer m charge
found 1t difficult even to locate the file
Then followed two long years of correspondence telephone
calls and telegrams to and from the different agencies of the
Corps of Engineers durng which T had the help of John
Bryant the able flood control engmeer of Raverside County
Fmally 1n the sprng of 1959 the papers concluded thewr
passage through vanous stages of approval m the Corps of
Engineers at Los Angeles San Francisco and Washmgton
thanks m great part to the support of the amable chief of
the Engmeers Major General Emerson C Itschner who had
graciously come to my office to discuss the project early mmmy
long struggle The Secretary of the Army added tus endorse
ment
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Then came an annoying veto from the Bureau of the Budget
It 1s sometimes dufficult for cthizens and congressmen ahke
to understand why one agency of the government would veto
a project arbitranly without a public hearing after another
agency has spent large sums of money in making surveys and
carefully prepared rec dations There are m
the Lfe of a congressman when he feels quite frustrated He
will have worked long and hard on a project mn his district
which he knows from firsthand knowledge to be absolutely
essential for the protection of hfe and property He will have
enlisted the help and support of the proper govermment
agency Then because of the whim of an official mn another
department of the government the entire thing 15 called off
That 15 exactly what happened to me
1 had the authonzation bill before the Public Works Com
mittee and had made arrangements with the chairman to hold
hearmngs on 1t The hearmgs were bemg delayed because no
report had been received from the Bureau of the Budget Just
a few hours before the bill was to be considered by the Pub-
lic Works Commuttee they sent m their unfavorable report
Normally an unfaverable report from the Bureau of the
Budget makes 1t difficult to have a piece of legislation passed
The chairman of the committee knows from expenence
that 3t 1s useless to go through the hard work of gettnga Tl
through the different stages of Congress because 1f the Bureau
of the Budget 1s not favorable to it 1t will very Iikely be
vetoed by the President at the Bureau s recommendation
1 did not know that when I first went to Congress I believed
that when a project had been authorized and the money ap-
propnated by Congress that was all there was to 1t—the proj
ect would be undertaken and work started But I soon found
out that 15 not always the case Congress can authorize 8
project and can appropnate the money but 1t 15 only the
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President who can spend that money and he doesnt have to
if he doesn t want to

Ihave had a number of Pprojects m my district imtiated by
dufferent departments of the adminsstration and T have then
worked hard to get the proper authonzation and appropria
tion buls through Congress And then after 1t was all over
the agency will decide not to go ahead with the project Thus
has happened to me several times For 1stance the Depart
ment of the Nayy recommended the construction of Capehart
housing wmts for the personnel of the El Centro Naval Aiwr
Station m Imperial County Later the Navy changed its plan
and said 1t wag gong to drop the project So 1t was with my
Tachevah Dam nll And although the Bureau of the Budget
effectively lulled the latter s chances for that session of Con
gress Thave not given up hope of eventually gettmg 1t passed

In addition to these large projects Congress passes hun
dreds of what are known as private bills These are the preces
of legiclation enacted for the rolief of individuals As an ex
ample tale the case of 2 man 1n this country on a temporary
visa who cannot become a permanent restdent because of
Some special provision of the law Still he may be a most desir
able citizen Under those cireumstances s only relief hes
with the congressman of the district 1n which he resides who
can mtroduce a private bill m hus behalf These bills are con
sidered by the Immugration and Naturalization Subcommut
tees of the Judicary Commuttees of the House and the Senate
D“ﬂng my three years m Congress I have mtroduced two-
score of such bills nearly half of them were finally enacted
ntolaw and the individuals mvolved recerved the rehef they
needed

There was one young man from my distnct born 1n Italy
who when Theard of him was workmg for the famed Mission
Inn m Rwverside He had come to the Umted States on a
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wvisttor s visa and wanted to stay permanently He came highly
recommended by manv leadmng citizens of the commumty
and I'm glad to say that the bill I introduced n hus behalf was
successfully enacted nto law and he became a permanent
resident of Rnverside Later my wife and I had the pleasure
to be present at his wedding to a charmmg beautiful River
side, gl There are many cases hike that and there are also
special cases where relief 1s needed 1 the matter of a clam
through private legislation

Introducing and following up on private hills become quite
a chore for every congressman but they can provide moments
of real happmess I have gotten partrcular pleasure from my
appomtments to the military acadermes Many of these cases
demonstrate how mdividuals and whole commumities respond
to the need of worthy youngsters i their mdst

One year I appomted a young man from a small town m
Riverside County to one of the academies He had been
recommended by his school prmeipal as well as several or
gamizations and mdviduals 1n the town 1 found out that the
people of the community had collected money to send this
bov the son of a poor widow to a preparatorv school to study
for the competitive exammations He was subsequently ad
mitted to the academy and 1s dong fine—to the considerable
prde of the people who helped hum have a chance at a career
of service to lns country

Another case 15 a wonderful example of the Amenican sense
of fair play and sportsmanship at work This mvolved a young
man the son of a public official of one of the counties who
was highly recommended to me 1n most emphatic terms by
the man whom the boy s father had just recently defeated m
2 htter political campaign

1t sometumes happens that after some of these boys have
been nommated and have even started preparation for the
competitive examinations they have a change of heart or de
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velop an mterest m some other field of study In those cases
some of them dechne to take the exammation No harm 15
done because the next person 1n line gets the nommation
Making these appomtments 1s one of the great pnvllegES of
bemng a congressman and I know from my own experence
that all of my colleagues 1n Congress take these nomnations
very senously In fact one of a congressman s most exacting
Jobs 15 choosing the proper candidates for the nominations
from the large lists of very worthy boys who apply

I recall two years ago making my nommations for the Air
Force Academy Each of the two senators and the thirty
congressmen from Cahforma were allowed ten nommations
making a total of three hundred and twenty and out of those
three hundred and twenty only twenty three were to be
chosen When the appointments were announced two of my
appomtees had made the grade One of them was a young
man from Norco m Riverside County and the other was from
my own home town of Westmorland I had known the boy
from Westmorland all s hfe His family were close personal
friends of ours and 1 knew of hus fine record m school and 1t
was therefore a great personal satisfaction to me to see s
name among the successful candidates Unfortunately both
of these boys were disquahified | of shght p! 1de
fects the boy m Norco because of trouble with hus eyes and
the young man from Westmorland because of a hay fever
condition

Since then I have made 1t a rule to advise all my apphcants
to take the physical exammation before they make prepara
tions for the verv difficult and exactng competitive evarmna
tions they must take 1 was glad to note a year fater that the
Defense Department had relaxed standards concening hay
fever and my young friend from Westmorland was nommated

the next year He became a cadet m the Air Force Academy
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tan to hashmir We were pounng large quantities of supplies
and military equipment mto Pakstan and Indra was spendm,,
a great portion of her meager revenues to buy mihitary equip-
ment 1 order to balance the military situation between her
self and Pakistan Inevitably on the part of both the United
States and India susprcion and untation grew

It was therefore only natural for me to wonder what Jand
of reception I would be accorded grs en the state of our rela
trons with these nations 1had no way of knowng whether [
would be cheered or booed welcomed wath warmth or just
1gnored by the Indan leaders and the people

In Holtville 1 the heart of Impenal County our fnends
gave a farewell party for my wife m) daughter Elle and
me Qute solemnly and senously I ashed my fnends to
send their pray ers after me and m ther prayers to beg Godto
belpD S Saund heep hus mouth shut abroad 1 know that my’
friends esther did not pryy or if they did their prayers &
not gotoheaven because onmy tour m the Far East and India
1 have never before 1n my hife spoken more often or to lar ef

groups and ny Iouder

In prepanng for my trp I was convinced that n the mmd;
of the people of Indit and the Far Exst the Middle Enst::ﬁ
Afnca there was no doubt that gen the chotce they v 01 9
mevitably choose democracy and freedom They had \mlr e
and suffered hard to nd themselves of the yoke of colo!:;ﬂ 15’:‘
Surely they wanted a way of hfe m which human ﬂ‘&’";ﬁy
would be paramount 1nd they could control their ow1 a)ms
The blaze started m 1776 in the Umted States of Americ

f
for the people ©
read all over the world There 1s no need s

the United States or thewr government {0 108

the meanmng and value of dgx?wcmc\ In their hearlsnlj}:g:t“;
ready know But there 15 one burning question ugpﬂﬂ]mﬂ ©
thewr minds  Are the Amencan people ready an :rc o &
accept them as their equals in every respect? I‘I‘; fc o
1o answer that question the ~ffirmatne we i
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to fear But if we have any doubts or reservations we have
everything to lose and nothing to gam Wit these hopeful
and apprehensive thoughts m mimd we took off from San
Francisco Awrport on October 24 1957
CI was makung this tour as an official representatwve of the
}“mg"eSs of the Umited States I had been designated by the
; 2wman of the Foreign Affairs Commuttee of the House of
epresentatives as a one man subcommttee to tour the coun
ties of Southeast Asta and study the worlang of the mutual
secunty program in the area This facthtated my tour m a big
way because the embassies 1n every country had been notified
of my schedule and the USIA were prepared to meet me at
each stopover They were a great help mdeed if 1t had not
been for the fact that I was travelng officially as a congress
man and got the help I did, 1t would have been almost 1m
possible for me to manage the heavy schedule
The Foreign Affars Commuttee had provided first class
plane accommodations for me while Martan and Ellie travel
g on thewr own, had to be content with tounst tickets
Throughout the trp we had much fun allocatmg the first class
seat among ourselves durng different parts of the journey
Our first stop was Honolulu where our host was David
Watamull the son of an old Indian frend of mme He along
with the governor of Hawan and the mayor of Honolulu,
made our brsef stay there very pleasant
From Hayau we made the long ocean hop to Japan—seven
teen hours 1n the ar with a bnef forty five mnute stop at
Wale Island At the Tokyo awport a Japanese official came
aboard to tell us that a party of photographers newsreel men
and reporters were waitmg for s outside the plane 1 stepped
off the plane to face an interview with a large group of re
nse to me and it all

porters all of which came as quite 8 SUIp
struck me as more of a reception than a freshman congressman
warranted But I was to be contnually astounded at the ex

st et rerest mmy visit For example Ileamed that the
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newsreel picture on our arnval at the Tokyo mrport was sub-
sequeatly shown m all of the esght hundred theaters of Jxpan
as a regular newsreel feature

We were also honored at a reception given by our highly
respected ambassador to Japan the Honorable Douglas Mac-
Arthur IT Mrs MacArthur is the daughter of the Iate Vice
President Barkley I had long been a great admurer of the
“Veep and 1t was a real treat to meet and visit with hus
charming daughter

From Tokyo we flew two hundred mles to the Japanese eity
of Senday, the adopted sister ety of Rwverside 1n my own con
gressional district The ethizens of Riverside had collected
funds to provide scholarships for sixteen Japanese guls at the
Unnversity of Sendar We were greeted royally and the mayor
treated us to an elaborate tea ceremony and dmnner party The
next evenng we were the guests of the governor of the State
of Senda an extremely bind and gracious gentleman In fact,
he ted on drvingus p fly to the arport thit evemng
m hus offieral car

At Sendm we visited the headquarters of the USIA and
talked with several leading busmessmen and newspaper rep
resentatives in that part of Japan We also called on the Rover
side scholarship guls They were a most attractive group and
sent grateful greetings to thewr friends m California

In addition I was mvited to address a meeting of the stu
dent body of the Unuversity Before I made my speech I ashed
for questions from the floor and I promused to answer each
question 3f 1 could I was immediately asked about the Lattle
Roch High School segregation tusmos] which was o the head
hnes at that time 1 began my wnswer by reminding them that
1 thuty five out of the forty eght states of the Unwon there
was no disct agamnst Neg 1n schools or pubhc
places
1 mmediately was interrupted by a professor who ex
pressed doubt at this fact 1 reassured hum as to 185 sabdity
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ad after sketehng 1n some of the lustone bachground of
1acial segregation n the Umited States pomnted out that the
Vast majonty of the Amencan people disipproved of Gover
uor Favbus action and that the President had taken the up
precedented step of sending, federal troops wnto Little Rock
toenforee the law somethng no President had done for ninety
years

Then I'smd My friends no matter where we may hve
whether 1t be i Japan m India or the Umted States of
Ameniea there exists n one form or another mjustice of man
toward man And the people of the Umted States full well
Teogmze they are faced with a very dufficult race problem m
therrmudse They are trying to do the best they can and I shall
1rge to my fnends m Japan, and to people wherever Igo to
4 t understand fhus ddfficult problem of the people of the
United States Just as they would want other people to study
and understand thewr problems Instead of finding fault wath
each other 1t should be the duty of cvilized men everywhere
10 resolve these wjustices of man toward man Thete 15 no
denying that the, segregation of races m apy part of the world
5 wrong and cannot be condoned and the people of the
United States do not condonc 1t I ended by agam pomting
out that segregation was limited to one part of the couptrv
Where sts roots are deep and will tahe some time to dig up
Nevertheless we were wotkmg hard at the job and were
déiennmed to get 1t done

ater at a faculty dner meehin

United States lmlstteyd on testng H I%ombs at Bikam Islands
Tins was a question I was to run 1to many tmes 10 Japan
whose people were understandably sensitive on the subject L

Once agam I took some time m apswenat, that ques‘i“’: m
teminded my listeners that 1t was the Umted States who o,
1953 put before the Untted Nahons a proposal for the p
ful use of the atom then it was the United States ;S
1955 who advanced the open shies plan for mspe

I was ashed why the
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disarmament Clearly cur primary mterest was disarmament
~the tests were a matter of muitary necessitv Bemdes I
pointed out the prevaalng winds carry fallout not north and
west tonard Japan but east toward the Unuted States Not
only that 1 great number of our atumic tests were staged
with the continental Imsts m Nevada

I was surpnsed to learn how many Japanese even the
aghly edacated ones sach as my professor fnend were not
famihar with Amencan effarts in nuclear disarmament But [
found that after I had given them the facts therr attztude
changed became less hostile more fuendly Even so I was
quite unprepared for the great amount of misunderstanding
of Amenica her actions and her matives If this was so
Japan 1t must be widespread throughout Asiz I decded then
and there totake every opportunity to remove those misunder
standings and tell the truth about the United States Thss
would among other things be a small repayment on the big
debt I oned (and soll owe) the country of my adoption

I remember clearly my speech before the Foreign Pohicy
Assoesation m Tohyo Durmg the guestion peried that fol
Jowed 1t svon became clear to me that a large part of my m
telhgent and cultivated audience beheved me to be 2 very
wealthy man mdeed a millionawe Ismd that 1 was not o ach
man just a small busmessman making a yood lvwang

But how could I be elected a member of the United States
Congress without bemg a milbonawe? I was ashed And 1
had to explam that m our country election to pubhc office
doesnt depend on a man's bankroil that campaigns are nor
mally fimanced by the poliica] parties which nommnate pes
sons for office only on the basis of thew quahfications to sene
and their ability to get elected n fact I powmted ont that I
had won my efection susning agawst the wife of one of the
nichest wen 1 Amenea

As a farmer T was very much impressed by the excellent
Tice crop that had pust been harvested the farm country
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around Sendat T could tell from the size and umiformty of the
stubble 1 the field how well the crops had been cared for It
was remarkable how the Japanese put every mch of the ground
to the best possible use They were excellent farmers

Enuclaly T was able to meet with the Japanese Secretary of
Agriculture during my stay He told me that n Japan farmmg
ssnaturally adapted to the growmg of nice but that the people
of Japan were becoming more and more accustomed to eating
wheat “So” as he told me “we are begmning to grow wheat
which 15 really not gethng the maxumum use of our soid

Mr Secretary” 1 saud “why dont vou buy your wheat
from usP WeTl sell you wheat we ve got plenty of it And we'lt
buy some of your products ™

His face lit up night away “Thats Just exactly what we
want hesad Ifonly the United States wouldn t put serots
restrictions on mmports of Japanese goods we could and
would buy Amencan farm products to say nothmg of heavy
Amencan machunery ”

Idiscovered that at that particular trme there was a big fear
1 the minds of Japanese busimessmen that the United States
might unpose severe restrictions on trade with Japan That
was a pomt that was brought home to me by my talks with
the ambassador and other officials at the embassy

From Japan after a short stop ont the 1sland of Olanaw?
we went to Taiwan (Formosa) There 1 had hoped to meet
President and Mrs Cluang Kat shek but I was to bi Idl;np—
pomted Dunng my stay m Taiper ¢he President and Madam
Chiang were off on a hunting trup Wi iy °a
Iraq I was not only disappomnted not to see these wol
famous Chunese leaders but I did not recerve any 52 s .
answer to the one Prmc\pal question 1 brought with me to

Tamwan .

b of the Tanvanese 1n Tasper had cap
tu::d]‘:}y{dli‘:;ta;‘éer thexr control for several hours the
Amencan embassy situated on the mun road m the aty
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They had torn and msulted the flag of the United States ran
sacked the files and thrown papers awav while the few Amen
can employees of the embassy had to nde in the cellar to
escape the mobs fury This lasted several hours before the
police and the military came to restore order I wanted to find
out the renson behind this outbreak We knew the immeduate
cause was the acquittal of an Amencan soldier who had killed
a Tarwan1 he had accused of bemng a Peeping Tom But from
my own expertence n India I knew the cause of such out
breaks of mass violence go beyond one single mcident I
wanted to learn the hidden causes behind this sudden and
mexphicable attack To my disappomtment however I was
unable to find any satisfactory explanation from anyone m
Taiwan
‘We were handsomely feted at a beautiful villa 1n the moun
tans belonging to a member of the Chinese mumstry There
we met the prime munster and the foreign munister of the
National Chinese Government
Tawan 15 a model of what can be done for the economic
mmprovement of the peoples of a country We were takenona
tour of several farms and visited a large village cooperative
The government had expropriated the large land holdings
remmbursed the original owners and sold the Jand to farmers
m three acre lots at a fixed price which the farmers were
allowed to pay off over a period of years This was the
Nationalists land reform which was so much talked about
and 1t could be 2 model for all Southeast Asia where almost
all of the land 15 m the hands of rich landowners
We stopped to visit a farmer m his new brich home which
we were told he had just finsshed building Behmnd the house
was the old adobe hut he had deserted when he moved wto
thus new home The new house had a cement floor and he
had just fimshed cementing the entire front yard
1 ashed him how much he owed on his mortgage He sud
nothing that he had built the house out of the profits on hus
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crt;ips of the past few years and paid for 1t as he went along
was?:l::dI:[fﬂ T spoke before a large group of students and
where T e mevitable question about Lattle Rock Every
that ‘em“lgn;"“ mytnp that was mvanably the first question
Lade uld be asked me about the Umted States Because
t know the lnguage mv chances to tall with the
}EUPIe of Tatwan were hmited However despite this 1did
;Zﬂ él;lat the Taiwanese were not too happv with Nation
diffcalt mese rule over ther island A good part of the
ment w}): E}l‘emmed from Chuangs large military estabhsh
of th 1ch we help support At a MAAG brefing 1 was told
Natu © t;ammg the American Military Mission gives to the
b h"“a st Army 1 ashed the admural mn charge if he really
elieved that 1f 1t came to a showdown the Chmese soldiers
1ow bemng tramed by us at the American taxpayers expense
would fight where we wanted them to or would they mnsist
%" gomg back to the mamland? The admiral was quite con
dent of the loyalty of the Chimese but hus answers were not
tob convineing so far as I was concerned
I have no quarrel whatsoever with our policy of mamtala
mg close and friendly relations with the Nationalist Govern
ment of China at Taper So-called overseas Chinese” are to
be found i all the countrics of Southeast Asia and Chiangs
government provides for them a necessary alternative to the
commumist regume on the mawnland We dohave tosupport the
Nationalist Government of Chuna 1s long as we refuse to rec-
ogmze the communist government of China on the mamland
and oppose their entrance mto the Umted Nations
In 1949 when Chiang haishek established his head
quarters on Taiwan he had an army of 600000 men That
army was needed m order to protect Formosa n View of its
strategic military ymportance But condtions have changed
the last ten years 4¥;th the advent of atomre tactical weapons
r than sound aurplanes and missiles

the development of faste
151t really necessary to mamtan 600 000 men under arms for
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dress a meetng of the Rotary Club Besides meetng \JM%C
the staffs of the Amencan consulate and seeing the slghtr“l““ d
that beautiful city crown colony of Great Brtan 1 had
opportumty to visit a relief center managed by a commut 2 *
of leading citizens of Hong Kong There my wife and dav;
ter and I helped distribute two hundred CARE packages n.:&.\
a group of newly amved refugees The name of the donor w
printed on each of the packages and I was surprised and ¢-20¢
lighted to come across a package from San Jacmto a aty ™
my district i Riverside County o

The packages contained beans nice dried milk and cheescd&
donated by the Commodity Credit Corporation from the surly
plus food held by the United States Department of Agnmﬂ““’
ture they were then pachaged and managed by CARE while
the United States Government shipped them free to Hong §n
Kong Each package represented an iny estment of one dollar ’i‘“
on the part of each contnbutor to CARE Seemng CARE®Y
dramatically at work m that refugee center n Hong hong
convinced me of how worthy and effective a relief operation &:2
s

Our next stop was Saigon Vietnam Our government ';:i
poured 1 $1 000 000 000 n cash to help the French colomal \
government maintam a French hold on Indo-Chma and Leep ;
the Communists from getting control of that strategic and
rich rice bowl area of Southeast Asia But m spite of a gallant
and herotc defense 1n which thousands of French soldiers
lost their ives the French could not mamntain their hold be
cause the Communists played upon the nationalistic hopes °§
the people who sought to rnd themselves of French colonta
rule The Reds were able to stir up anti French feeling among
the people and made 1t impossible for the French to maintai
any kind of control In addition they were able to mfltrate
the country and raise a small insurgent army

In spite of our $1 000 000 000 m axd and a tremendous o‘l!!t
lay from the French treasury the French troops were finally

o
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besieged and overpowered in the fortress at Dien Bien Phu
Vietnam was divided mnto two parts Most of the refugees
particularly including a large number of Catholies fled 1nto
South Vietnam with therr heroc political and rehigious
leaders

The United States Government helped to set up the govern
ment of President Ngo Dinh Diem and that government has
been maintamed with our financial and military help Indeed
three fourths of the budget of that small country of Vietnam
wth 1ts populahion of 12000 000 people 35 underwniten by
American taxpayers

We staved several days m Saxgon Shortly before we armived
there had been several bombing meidents attributed to com
munist revolutionaries hostile to the presence of Americans
m Saigon and Vietnam As a precauttonary measure no
American was allowed to travel about in Saigon unless accom
panied by an armed soldier Thus wherever we traveled 1n
Vietnam we not only had a chauffeur but an armed guard
Iromeally the life of an Amencan was not safe i a country
whose government 1 effect he was supporting

1 remember talling to a merchant m Saigon He told me
that he and his fellow shopheepers resented the support we
were, giving to the official currency of Vietnam support
which had cost us milhons of dollars Widespread graft was
theresult the merchant told me and sard that if for example
he wanted to buy an American made electric motor he had
to pay four or five times as much money for 1t as lus neighbor
g competitor 1 asked him how that could be and he ex
plamed that this man had fnends mside the government of
Vietnam and could obtan American dollars at the official
exchange while most citizens had to deal with the black
market

We also visited the hospital mamtamed by a Cathohe
mussion from Canada We were distressed to see the suffening
of the patients but were mspired by the true missionary
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the United States Government shipped them free to Hong
Kong Each package represented an mvestment of one dollar
on the part of each contributor to CARE Seemng CARE
dramatically at work 1 that refugee center m Hong hong
convinced me of how worthy and effectrve a relief operation
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government mamtain a French hold on Indo-Chma and keep
the Communsts from getting control of that strategic an
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spurtt demonstrated by the Catholic Fathers i mamtammg
these hospital facihties and ministenng to these poor people
For the refugees from the north they had practically buwlt an
entire town In addition to housing facilities they had put up
a stone church smple but commodious as well as a com
mumty center where we saw people working weaving the
fine silk cloth for which they are famous The heroism of the
people and the leadershup the Fathers were providing to their
flock to enable them to make a living under hard conditions
both were mspinng It was 2 marvelous expenience
President Diem had yust returned from a trp to India and
the Amenican ambassador arranged an audience for me We
talked about an hour and a half mostly in French which the
ambassador spoke fluently The President did speak a hitle
Englsh but he was hesitant to rely on 1t
He told us of the warm reception he had recewved m India
and showed us a copy of the Indian Statesman the leadmg
magazinem India which carmed a very complimentary article
about the President and which talked of the fine relations be
tween Vietnam and Indiz The President 1s 2 handsome man
who looks much younger than his age He seemed to me 2
dedicated person operating under very difficult cieum
stances to butld up a country for s people He 15 a bachelor
hard working and without question much loved by the
people
We also visited a big project where with Amencan aid
American engineers and a contracting company were build
g 2 military lighway through the jungle and a budge over
a roaring nver We saw the machine shop where Amencan
engmeers and mechamcs were traimng the Vietnamese and
apparenlly the Vietnamese were picking it all up quite fast
At one place we saw where m the surplus stock of the re-
tinng French Army they had found an old generator or 2
dvnamo which they planned to use to supply power to the
machme shop Fifteen Vietnamese with small hammers were
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trymg to buld a gasket for this big piece of machinery 1
thought 1t wonderful to tram those Vietnumese Dut ay fo
efficiency and cost to the Amenican taxpayer one mechanlos
helper from Westmorland California it scemed to me conld
have done that yob faster and better than those fiftecn Vit
namese well intentioned though they were
At the time of our vasit st had been raming and no work
was bemng done on the road I saw a group of bulldosers and
tractors and scrapers piled together in one yard and ns soou
5] got a good look at them 1 could sce right then whera our
money was bemng wasted 1would never permit any kind of
acost plus operation by a contractor who used such worn and
dilapidated machinerv We were told that 1 order to save
money the contractors were trymg to obtan surplus con
struchion machmery from as far off as Japan But to mo It
seemed clear that the taxpayers were paymg extra money
because the machinery wasn t any good Frankly I did not
particularly like any part of this operation Tlhed st oven Jeag
when we tra eled over the road for I failed tosee thani ¢l fiy
1t or how 1t was to benefit the Vietnamese Tho sy |
got of course was that 1t was a matter of military st)als ty If
the American aid money was bewmng spent m bulldfug 4, 1,1,
modern road and bridge m jungle country Whera tliyy pyy
10 automobiles 1t seemed naturally a grettwaste Apf gy
military sigmficance 1m no general but I conblis e i
1 this small country with 12 000 000 Populon an ¢y, g4
Tubitary highway could be of much usfum modvry wing
Clearly we are not getng owr do ‘(’i"s “‘ Oty ot g,f (lyue
money we have been givmng It seemec o U that e
should have been giving as much as l:‘;:imy dollupy 1or o
woman and chuld every year to ada " Where ufscyy gy pud
years of such ad even the lie of an d Tl‘fk Mg
Wwhen he visited the country The politieal agyy . r 5 o
so tense that sentres were stationed at every fyyy I an fme™
street comer of Saigon If five years previoy Iy v 152 =
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lowed for a token United States force to be stationed mm Viet
nam I am convinced that we would not have had to spend
such enormous sums for mlitary assistance m a precarious area
which I was told that i the event of an mvasion from the
north could be held at best for no more than ten to twelve
days I found m Vietnam as I did m Taan a feelng of
actual hostility and defimtely not of any warmth and friend
shup toward the people of the United States
Because those people were recervmg such tremendous
amounts of American aid from us I expected as an American
to be greeted with warmth and affection But the love of 2
people can never be bought by military aid The only way to
win the cold war between mternational communism nd
democracy n any lasting fashion 1s for us to win the hearts
and minds of the teermng millions 1n that part of the world
And you do not win hearts and minds by propping up dic
tators with gobs of military axd
I hesitated as to whether I should go as far south as Indo-
nesia because at that time our best mformation was that
Indonesia was all but lost to the Commumsts Nevertheless I
went but with the expectation of finding ant1 American feel
ing strong m that country But I found mstead that the Indo-
nesians were most friendly toward us Relations with our
embassy and the mutual security staff were very cordual
At a briefing by the staff and heds of the different depart
ments of our economic aid msston at Jakarta I learned that
we had agreed to build a road for the Indonesians with Amert
can officials and engineers in charge In addition we had un
dertaken to bwild several mechanical electric generating
plants Having previously been told that the labor movement
1n Indonesia at that time was completely permeated by and
practically under the control of the Communusts Iashed how
they expected to he able to build and mstall these plnts of
the kabor mo was pletely under t con
trol? 1 couldn t see that Communists would allow st
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And the answer was spontaneous Oh no we have no
fears at all on that score They welcome us domg 1t We'll
have absolutely no difficulty whatsoeser

Thus Indonesta presented a situation where the people
even though m part mfluenced by commumsm still knew
what was good for them They needed American aid they
needed those generators and their attitude was such that
our officials could depend upon ther cooperation i the work
That was the kind of spirtt under which I personally would
want to give economuc atd—to people who appreciate and
know where 1t 15 corung from and why

Our ambassador helped arrange ap audience for me with
President Sukamo On the way to the Presidents summer
palace we drove through some of the most fertile country 1
have ever scen m my Lfe Iush wath yreen growth and nich
sith frut trees The palace 1tself was 2 beautiful old Dutch
bulding with deer roaming about nght on the front lawn
We were very cordially receved by President Sukarno and
had a most stunulatmg mterview that lasted the better part
of an hour and a half

At this time the country was 1 a state of wild excitement
over the, dispute hetween the Dutch and the Indonesian gov
emments over control of West New Gumnea President Su
karmo was all atire about this problem He 1s known to be a
powerful orator with the abihty when spealang to a tremen
dous crowd of making them liugh one mmute and crv the
next I mmeduately saw those qualiies 1 have always ad
mired good public speakers and I w atched his mannensms
even m this personal anterview verv closely

He Iooked at me and showed the palm of hus hand and
sad Mr Congressman I have the people of Indtm"esm nght
m the palm of mv hand Dont let them sip away

He was mdicating that he wanted Ameriean moraf support
for the dnve of the Indonesian people to get control of West

N » Gunen
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lowed for a tohen Umted States force to be stationed i Viet
nam I am convinced that we would not have had to spend
such enormous sums for military assistance in a precarious arex
which I was told that i the event of an mvasion from the
north could be held at best for no more than ten to twelve
days I found m Vietnam as I did i Tawan 2 fechng of
actual hostility and definitely not of any warmth and friend
shup toward the people of the Unsted States
Because these people were recewving such tremendous
amounts of American axd from us I expected as an American
to be greeted with warmth and affectton But the love of a
people can never be bought by military aid The only way 0
win the cold war between mternatonal commumsm and
democracy m any lasting fashion 13 for us to wmn the hearls
and minds of the teeming mllions i that part of the world
And you do not win hearts and rinds by proppmmg up dio-
tators wath gobs of military md
1 hesitated as to whether I should go as far south as Indo-
nesma because at that tume our best mformation was that
Indonesia was all but lost to the Commumsts Nevertheless
went but with the expectation of finding antt Amenecan feel
ing strong mn that country But I found mstead that the Indo-
nestans wete most friendly toward us Relations wath our
embassy and the mutual secursty staff were very cordial
At o briefing by the staff and heads of the cifferent depart
ments of our economie sid tosssion at Jakarta 1 learned that
we had agreed to build a road for the Indonestans with Amer
can officials and engimeers i charge In addition we had un
dertahen to bnld several hanieal electn ting
plants Having previously been told that the labor movement
10 Indonesia at that time was completely permeated by and
practically under the control of the Communists I ashed hove
they espected to be able to build and mstall these plants if
the labor was completely under t con
trot? 1 couldn t see that Communists would allow at
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i";:lﬂ\;ﬂ\n'fhmlland while I traveled alone to the Plulippme
An ere I recewved a very warm and cordial reception
overflow audience attended the meetng of the Rotary

Club 1 the Mamla Hotel where I spohe governors senators
and other hugh offictals were among the guests In fact the
governor of one of the states a young handsome and pro-
gressive man who had taken an active part the guamlla
warfare agamst the Japanese accompamied me for the three
days of my tour of the Island of Luzon

1 arnved on the heels of the election of President Carlos
Garcia for hs first full four year term on Tus own night The
President was holding a public reception and was m a gay
mood when he recerved me at the presxdeunal palace

Thad the opportumty to see the rehabihtation work bemg
carried on 10 the barnos or villages of the Islands At one
barrio I was much impressed by the personality of a college
graduate who had been assigned the tash of orgamzing and
assistmg the commumty We met the leaders of the com
munity at the commumty center which had been constructed
under the supervision of this young man He showed us his
hands calloused from worhing alongside of the villagers He
clearly had won the affection of the people there Twas quite
amazed and astomshed because the onental educated class
has traditionally been afraid of domg any physcal labor Here
was a brilhant and successful exception

At another barrio a doctor n the medical center was giing
mjections and treating the sich men women and children
Thus happened to be the day of hus visit WhenI mquired I
found out that he had a regular MD degree and he was
paid a very modest sum by the government to go from bamo
to barrto to admmuster to the ‘medical needs of these people

Having been a farmer all my Iife and smce 1953 engaged
1n the chemical fertilizer busmess I could see immediately
how some of the felds were suffermg from the lack of mtro-
gen Also the difference betveen the size and quality of this
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men to establish better business relations and contacts with
the United States

From Calcutta we went on to New Delln where we were
accorded the same knd of enthusiastic reception from thou
sands of people at the auport and later from many different
groups throughout the city I spohe before udiences at several
colleges and business groups and, i addition ~ddressed a
meeting of the Foreign Policv Association

Dunng our stay m New Delln we also attended the cere
mores in conmection with the mamage of the oldest son of
my brother to the daughter of the then Indian ambassador to
the Philippmes Asde from the Joy of the occasion I was
pleased to find 1 still remembered the prineipal features of
the ceremony but a few of the customs seemed to have
changed The reception for example seemed to be 1 a more
modern and elaborate fashion than in the old days

Then we set off for my own village where I had been born
and spent my childhood Chhajalwads 1 Punjab On the trip
from New Delh we were pamed by rep tatves of
the Columbia Broadeasting System as well as newspapermen
The ambassador provided is personal Umted Statcs Air
Foree plane for the flight from New Delln to Chandigarh the
new capital of Pumab We were met there at the awport by
the cluef mmster of the State of Punjab an old fuend and
fellow student at the Umiversity of California 1n Berheley Mr
Partap Singh haron In the capital aity we were guests at 2
garden party given by the pime mister Later a dinner was
held at the home of the governor of Punjab Iwas nvited to
address the college assembly where I was introduced by the
govemor and the response was given by the chief mimster
1t was truly an affectionate home coming to the State of
Punjab

We made a side tnp to the great new Bhakhra Nanga! Dam
bemg bult under the superuision of a colorful Amertcan

named Slocum Mr Slocum was on Jeave to the Umited States
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::dt(};itot&me but he had sent me a letter through the ambas
-t d“nnenng Ius welcome and apologses for not being pres
(ligher ﬂ§ B;“ZUZ'IIS;LO&: x;laam a nﬁust mpressive structure
vy large soct s m) will provide, electnaty for a
over & ol on of Punjab as wcll as imgation water for
e ml on acres of land We saw the progress and met
hapso, Yfg;loups of engmeers and other officials It was per
o I:J ene of the neatest construction jobs I have seen We saw
CemSn:a(Im:]‘I a long conveyor belt carrymng gravel for the
e ndians were handling the mammoth buckets and
o m :;\ masterly fashion 1 found out that to begn with
- enWUr on the dam started there were seventeen Amer:
was Slgmeers on the job and now there were only seven It
s ocum s amm to tram Indians to take over and bv now
y were several thousand Indian engmeers and operators in
¢harge under Slocum s Jeadershup
anWe then visited with the Maharaja of Patiala at us palatial
o Cﬂejsmxl palace My daughter Flhe was amazed at the size
e rooms allotted to us and the amount of marble and nch
omaments The Maharaja was our hostata buffet duner and
wemet hus beautiful wafe and hus two lovely daughters Then
the Maham}a. drove me over to a mass meeting m the ity of
Patizla where he gavemea wonderful mtroduction and T had
4 chance to male a short speech and answer some questions
That mght at mudnrght we left by rail for the oity of Amntsar
It was a very comfortable ov ermght journey and the tram
was to arrve mn Amnitsar about exght thirtv m the mommg
In my excitement X awoke early and looked out the window
as the tram passed through the old depots and stations and
Iandmarks that T had known when I was a boy We were ap
proaching what was to be our greatest reception There were
thousands of people at the ralroad station and we were pro-
d crushed i the huge crowd to the point

fusely garlanded an
where our danghter Ellie was temporanh separated from us

w the throng
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bered and with whom I had lived 1n the village and attended
school were not there for death had taken its toll In order to
rush back and keep to our schedule we had time only for a
hurried lunch i the old family home Three hours after we
left the wiilage 1t began to ram
After a meeting with some of Amntsars leading business
men and merchants we left the next day 1n a United States
Air Force plane for Madras m south India where we were
guests at the home of the Americtn consul general A special
feature of our visit was a press conference attended by suty
leading newspaper correspondents i the southern part of
India as well as members of the legslative assembly of the
State of Madras The questions they seemed most concerned
with had to do with the Amencan view of the Rashmir 1ssue
the Amenican poliey of sending arms aid to Pakistan and what
my opmion was of Secretary Dulles recent statement that
“Goa belonged to Portugal 1 answered as best I could and
was glad to be able to pomt out that Ialong with many Amen
cans chsagreed with the Secretary s remarks but that 1t should
not be construed as an indication that he was not a true fnend
of Indra for i all my dealings with hum I had found Ius mnter
est n India s continued welfare to be firm and sincere
On our return to New Delh: we attended several meetings
Tuding a wel g cer 1 by the city counail at
which an inaident occurred which tvpified the sort of recep:
tion my wife Marian and my daughter Ellie were accorded
throughout our tour The ceremony was scheduled m the
afternoon and Manan and Elle had decided to stay mn the
hotel while I went on to the reception 1lone When 1 armved
at Caty Hall T was greeted by the mayor who ashed after my
wife and daughter When I explamned that they had decrded
to stay at the hotel he expressed Ius regret and that of the
crond who wanted very much to meet and see these tvo
Amencan Jadies So the entire ceremany was held up for some
forty five minutes while the driver went back to the hotel to
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fetch Manan and Elle They were as always a bighit and I
Sometimes wonder 1f my reception throughout my tour would
have been half as good 1f they hadn t come along

We were recetved by the President of India m his pilwex
and we lunched at the home of Prime Mimister Nehru In ad
dition T had prvate conferences with members of the cat wet
and two days before we left New Delln I was mvited ta ad
dress the jomnt houses of Parhament an honor which 1 nor
mally reserved for visitmg heads of states

At the end of my talk I leaned over the podium nd sail
My friends the people of the United States are estending
toward you a hand of fellowship and fnendslup acros thy
ocean Grab 1t while you can If democracy and freedom mp
t0 survive 1 this world there must be a close iaison hetwe ony
the two greatest democraces of the world the Republie of
India and the Umted States of Amenca”

Our last stop m India was Bombav Here agyin I favid i
deep seated destre on the part of the Indian bustue s |y
make the conditions m India easter and more funilliyg fiy
American venture capital to come 1 and m genetnl ol pan
trade between the two countnes

As we traveled through different sectlons of Nyl 1
noticed that parks and squares were full of stuli ol J{ijuh
monarchs kg George hing Edward Queen Vit yunt
others I said to my host that 1t seemed venbulde that
spite of all the politcal turmorl Tndia went thunydy el
her war of independence there was no damag e tlome fiy iy
statues His immediate response was “Thess sttur g of ftiah
royalty are a remmnder of history Vo con demlisly i o
statues but we cannot destroy history and the ol of Inells
have no desire to destroy the hustorvof thefr ‘Mlmnl»!p with
the Bntish people

We were nearmg the Gateway toTudln ar)y gy gl farte™
of Bombay constructed 1 1912 When § iy ¢y ot V
1nto India through that 83teway 0 bo cruyy (f (1, =
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of India My host pointed 1t out and said T was here amdst
cheenng crowds of Indians when Ring George V came
through this gateway mto Indi to be crowned emperor I
was standing here ~lso when the last contingent of Butish
soldiers left singing and plaving their music as they passed
through the same gatewav going out of Indin 1ud the cheers
of the people of India n 1947~
We left India on December 23 for harachi Palastan where
we spent one day Dunng the conversations with the Amen
can ambassador I was mformed that Palustan cabmet mem
bers were under constant fear of an mvasion from India
This was contradictory to the smpressions 1 had recened
duning my talks with the cabimet ministers and thousands of
other people m India It was my view that Pakistan as an
mdependent state definitely wns taken for granted and fully
accepted by the people of India and they were perectly
content with the situation as 1t now eisted In fact I feltat
would be difficult to convince the people of India that the
two countnes should be brought together as one nation agan
1 told the ambassador and later officials 1n the Department
of State that here was a chance for our government to perform
a real service m the interest of world peace and the progress
of democracy mn that part of the world by removing this mis
understanding between the people of India and Pakistan
Since that ime thanks to the energetic leadership of Eugene
Black president of the World Bank India and Pakistan hnve
agreed on the jomnt development of the Indus River watert
which had long been one of the major points of dispute The
visit of the President of the United States 1n late 1959 fortified
the work which was so ably begun by Mr Black
When I tmed to evaluate the results of my tnp 1 ashed
myself this question Why should the people in Japan bewn
terested m seeing newsreel pictures of a freshman congrfis
1man from the Umited States arnving m Tokyo? Why did the
B e iatriem the Precdent of Indonesia and the
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cabinet members and the leaders throughout the Far East
recerve me with particular consideration? Why did the people
of Indsa turn out n great throngs to greet my family and my
self wherever we went? And why did the government of
India mvite me to address the jomt houses of Parhament?

There could be only one answer The people of India and
the Asiatic world knew the story of my election to the Unted
States Congress m 1956 and were proud of the fact that a
man born m India had been elected to that high office Further
than that 1t seemed obvious to me that people are not proud
of something they dont respect and love I could therefore
only conclude that there 15 a great reservorr of respect and
affection for the United States of America and its people n
that part of the world but we must husband that treasure
carefully and see that 1t grows and flourishes



1X

THE JOB AHEAD

WE are living todav 1n an age when an unrelentng struggle
between two ways of Ife 15 bemng waged on a vast scale
throughout the world

Amenca has been given the leadership of the free way of
life based upon a democratic system of government that
recogmzes the dignity of man The other side 15 represented by
mternational communism where a mmonty rules by force
where free thought 1s suppressed and the individual 1s merely
regarded as a tool of the state

This contest will be decided in the underdeveloped areas of
the world—mn Asia the Middle East and Afnca Whichever
stde succeeds 1n winning the hearts and minds of the teeming
milkons of people who mhabit those parts of the globe wll
prevail

The exa of colomalism has come to an end Its death knell
was sounded on the fifteenth day of August 1947 when Indiz
and Palistan became mdependent nations Since that bmé
more than six hundred milhon people on the continent of Asiz
alone have achieved political freedom These Peop[e are :0‘:

strogghng to build their new societies The leaders of thes
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revolutions were mspired by the same 1deals that burmed so
fiercely 1n the hearts of the fathers of our own great republic

The echo of the battle cries of Amencan patriots  No taxa
tion without representation” Give me liberty or give me
death” may be heard 1n deepest Afnca and m the ancient
kingdoms of Asia and the Middle East

The budding new nations growing out of the wreckage of
colomal empures are one and all wnting their constitutions an
the Amencan pattem

The Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights
have been eagerly studied and wadely copied

The new governments 1 Asiathe Middle East and Africa
are weak and their peoples are hungry There 1s nothmg new
about poverty and disease m those areas of the w orld These
have eusted for centuries What 1s new and sigmificant 1s that
the people are determmed to do something about them

Thas 1s the age of rismg expectations ” These countnes are
whabited by ordmary people who are lookung for opportum
ties whereby they mav be able to make a living and raise thewr
famihes 1 relative comfort They will not be content to be
serfs any longer They wish to own their land and be masters
of their own destimies

Tmade 1t a pomt to follow as closely as I could the course
of world hustory from the tune of Woodrow Walson to the
hed the growng importance of the

Tesent day I have wate
F‘Jle plavedybv the Unted States since she entered World War
111917 1 have studied Wilson s 14 Pomts Lam farmitar with
the beginning of the 1mage of the League of Nations m the
mund of that great Amencan statesman its mutlation at
Versatlles and its final rejection by the Umted States Senate

afternard

T was here m the
which led to our participation
of the Atlantic Charter the pro

United States and know of the events
m World War II the signing
clasmng of the Four Freedoms
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by President Roosevelt the unconditional surrender of our
Fasesst and militaristic enemies 1n Europe and Asia and the
mtermunable struggle with Soviet Russia ever simnce Iwatched
with keen mterest the adoption of the Truman Doctrne
sending military aud to strugpgling Greece and Turhey the
mjection of new blood mto the economaes of devastated west
ern Europe through the Marshall Plan the enunciation of the
Point 4 program by President Truman the entry of the Umited
States mnto the korean conflict and the workings of the
Mutual Secunty Program

Smce the end of the horean War the United States has con
trbuted nearly seven billon dollars through the Mutual Se-
cunty Program to countnes m Southeast Asia It 1s little
known or understood by the Amencan people that the major
portion of this so-called foreign md monev was gien 10
four countnes with whom we have military pacts In round
figures three countnes 1n Southeast Asia with a total popu
t1on of Jess than fifty nullion people recerved nearly six bithon
dollars (8120 per capita) of the amount expended through
the Mutual Secunty Program while three other countries
wth a population of 600 000 000 recen ed only one half billion
(less than $1 00 per capita)

Followng the same patten of foresgn ard inked with mil
tary alliances we have gven hundreds of midlions to the
Yangdoms of the Middle East

Heeding the advice of Abraham Lmcoln  If we could first
know where we are and whither we are tending we couk
then better judge what to do and how to doit Ywonderifst
15 not time for a reappraisal of our mutual security assitance

rogram 1f our olyjective was to contan communism by pro-
viding military equipment through pacts with natons on the

penphﬂncs of Soviet Umon and China are these mditary "‘e
Liances as realistic taday as they were a few years ago? H‘“r
conditions changed enough to take a second Jaok? Do we @
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can we rely on ground forces i western Europe to check
Russia? By the same reasomng to what extent cin the mulitary
forces of small nations equipped with obsolete World War 11
Weapons at enormous costs to American taxpayers assist in
tepelling mulitary attacks by their powerful communist netgh
bors? We may just as well recogruze the hard fact that in
today s world of hydrogen bormbs and mussiles the freedom of
countries anywhere 1n the world can he protected from com
mumist aggression onlv by the deterrent strength of the Unitest
States armed might

While T do not believe we can cancel our military alliance s
or cut off our mhitary aid completely more emphasis shoukl
be placed on economic assistance to countnies m undendle
veloped areas with the purpose of building up tho interunl
strength of these nations The only antidote to communisin
can come from a satisfied people loy:l to thewr governme ity
and dedicated to the principles of democracy This futth wiif
develop onlv v hen the people can find solutions to thedr sonial
and economic problems under a system of government it i
they emjoy those basic freedoms exemphfied I o oy
Constitution

They must find ways to harness ther rivers to Inly i Wil
Into and regions to develop their mmes and fouents gy o
duce steel build factones to grow three Bushels of why uf il

nce where one grew before to eradicate disc e iy ¢ Joy nlo
the vouth and find jobs for the people At tho wninn {fyy ¢ vy
must not overlook the urgent need of landowi shiljy 30 Fronn
and the creation of conditions whereby the prapli 1y 1 nlly
wll have a sense of belongng

The mstitution of the Development Loan T wiul iy 4l

past few years 15 a happy begmmag in I dire iy,

The status quo 1 the countnes of South st Aefy g { gl
Middle East—which means for the massca g iy iy, oty
and subjugation by landlords 1gROCE au [(If, 1 gy frad
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In some mstances 1n keeping with our own program of na
tional security we may be obliged to gne military ard to coun
tnes ruled by dictators But n such cases we should never
perrait the umage of Amenica as the champion of a democratic
way of life to become 1n the least bt blurred

We should at no time refax our efforts to further our mam
objective which 15 to promote the rights of the ndnwidual to
assist m the creation of societies where masses of people may
enjoy a more abundant Iife and generally strengthen demo-
cratic mstitutions throughout the world

With that m mind I mtroduced the following resolution m
the House of Represcntatives

“Whereas the objective of the people of the Umted §tates
15 the attamment of 1 peaceful world where freedom of the
mdtvidual and the digmty of man are recogmzed and where
the State 15 the servant and not the master of the cizens
Now therefore be 1t

Resolved by the House of Representatnes (the Senate
concurrng) That 1t xs the desire hope and expectation of
the Congress that nations recerving militarv assistance under
the mutual security program guarantee to their people free
dom of speech freedom of rehgion and freedom of the press

Ths resolutton had the approval of the distingmshed ehair
man of the House Foreign Affurs Commuttee the Honorable
Thomas E Morgan and was voted out fay orably by the
Commttee with only one dissenting vote

dence from the

I recerved a nghly gratifying vote of conf he

voters of my district 1n 1958 they gave me 63 per cent of
vote mn re electing me to my second term 1 Congress oF

During my neath four years m Washington Ihave hadss al
cient me 1 which to crystallize my 1deas on basic nation:
\ssues and fundamental aspects of American Ife
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’ We must have an adequate national defense I firmly be
Leve m a balanced budget but we should never subordinate
the secunty of the Umited States for any budgetary consider
ation Bemg the second best military power on erth 1s not
enouh We must contmue to negotiate for disarmament but
e must never permit ourselves to get to the pomt where we
may be forced to negotiate from 2 posihion of weakness

During my trtp to the Far East I saw what 2 good job the
United States Information Agency under the able leadership
of Mr George V Allen 1s doing But our efforts 1n that field
Iag far behmd the actual needs of the situation Internationa)
ommunism 35 spencin,, many tunes more money to sell 1t
ways of life m that part of the world The American people
too long have remaned comfortably unconcertied about what
people elsewhere think about our country Itis high time that
We recogmize the urgent need to expcmd our program of pub
Lerelations under the USIA and make a broader presentation
of our democratic way of life

Ibelieve the basie strength of the free enterprise system Lies
mthe fact that Amencans throughout thew one hundred and
seventy year history have enjoged equality of opportumity
We must continue to provide an atmosphere for the youth of
America i which they can exercise the maxunum of imbatve
and develop their ndividual faculties and talents to the fullest
extent

1 am a strong advocate of fe
Means to give our youth full op]
and college education and todmah T npet
0 educational cwrriculum and schoo

It lsc:ti‘;;mcx fact a fact forcefully brought home by Mr
Khrushehev durng hus appearance before the National Press
Clubin Washmgton that the Soviet Union today 1s t};lrwucmg
twice as many scientists ind engmeers 4s we aré in e/{L_
States We cannot permit ths situation to continue

Jderal aid to education as a
portumity for a hugh schoot
mtam a hgh standard hoth
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hand study of our water problems My positions on the House
Intertor and Insular Affars Commuttee and as chauman of
the Water Resources Subcommuttee of the Cahforma con
gressional delegation afford me an unusual opportunity for
effective action in thus field

1 have consistently and wath all the force at my command,
supported cwil nights legislation 1 Congress There 15 no
room 1n the Umted States of Amenca for second class cstizen
ship In Unele Sams family there are no foster children All
Amencan citizens must enjoy equal nghts under law Dis
crmination of man 1gamst man 1n any form 1s repugnant to
the 1deals which all Amencans chensh

All these matters touch 1n a greater or lesser degree o
the crucial 1ssues facmg America today If we face them
squarely and grapple with them fearlessly the future of the
great political evperument laumched by the Founding Fathers
will be assured






